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Report of the President 
To the Honorable, The Board of Education 
Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the Trustees of the Cleveland Public 
Library, I make the following report for the year ended 
December 31, 1928. 

Mr. John G. White, for many years a Trustee and 
President of the Board died August 27, 1928. His steady-
ing hand and wise counsel contributed to the high posi-
tion attained by our Library. His unusual genius will 
not be replaced, but the Library has been permanently 
endowed by his many years of constructive administra-
tion. 

By the will of Mr. White, the Library comes into 
possession of his great collection of chess literature, and 
is the residuary legatee of his estate, the income of which 
is to be used to augment the John G. White Collection of 
Folklore and Orientalia and the Chess Collection. 

Mr. A. A. Stearns was elected President following 
the death of Mr. White, Mr. Emil Joseph, who has served 
the Library as Trustee for twenty years, was elected 
Vice-President, and Mr. C. S. Metcalf was re-elected Sec-
retary and Treasurer. 

The Trustees have been notified by your Honorable 
Board of the election of Mr. G. A. Tomlinson as Trustee 
for the unexpired term of Mr. White, and Mr. Tomlinson 
has accepted the duties of the position. 

A notable event of the year was the inauguration 
of the pension and group insurance plan for the staff 
and employees of the Library, which marks a distinct ad-
vance for the Cleveland Public Library. 

Another notable event of the year has been the great 
honor bestowed upon the Library by the distinction 
that has come to our Librarian. The American Library 
Association elected Miss Eastman as its President, and 
Western Reserve University conferred upon her the hon-
orary degree of LL.D. These marks of distinction re-
flect the high esteem in which the Librarian is held. 

In February the Board, acting as a depositary com-
mission, made its regular biennial award of library funds 
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to the city banks after receiving bids as required by law. 
Early in the year the new branches at Collinwood 

and West Park were completed and opened to the public, 
the former at a cost of about $115,000.00 and the latter 
at a cost of about $111,000.00 These buildings are con-
structed on the latest and best plans for efficient library 
service and are being used with high appreciation by 
the people of those communities. Work upon the new 
East 131st Street Branch, of similar type, has been under 
way and this branch will be finished and put into oper-
ation by May, 1929. 

The Hamilton Avenue Garage for the storage of the 
library book trucks was completed and equipped during 
the year and is now in operation. 

The rapid growth of the city and the increasing de-
mand for library service is bringing to the Trustees serious 
financial problems. 

There are many places in the city where the service 
is at present inadequate and poorly housed in rented 
quarters; these needs will be covered as fast as funds are 
available. 

The Library has in the past cooperated with the 
Board of Education in placing library service in the 
school buildings. This has been deemed to be a very 
important contribution to public education in which the 
Library has experienced special satisfaction. At the pres-
ent time, the Library furnishes a large part of the books 
and pays the full cost of salaries in thirty school libraries, 
and one-half the cost in six school libraries. The total 
cost to the Library for School Department salaries was 
$160,493.00 for the year 1928. For financial reasons, some 
readjustment of this service may be necessary in the near 
future. 

If, in the erection of school buildings in localities where 
the Library is now using rented quarters, provision could 
be made for housing in each a library available for both 
the school and the public, the way might be open for still 
further profitable cooperation. 

Under the contract made between the Cleveland Pub-
lic Library and the Trustees of the County Library, the 
Cleveland Public Library has administered the County 
Library during the past year. 

I am appending hereto the annual reports made to 
the Trustees by the Librarian and by the Library Sink-
ing Fund Commission, as well as other statistical infor-
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mation, including a financial statement for the year. 
The statistical reports relating to Library operation on 
pages 110-13 disclose that the Librarian and the staff have 
fully maintained the high standard of the Cleveland Public 
Library during the year 1928. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. A. Stearns, President. 



Report of the Librarian 
To the Honorable, the Board of Trustees of the 

Cleveland Public Library 
Gentlemen: 

The passing of a great trustee was the overshadowing 
event of 1928. To those who had worked so closely with 
him, the death of Mr. White would have seemed an almost 
paralyzing blow had it not presented the immediate chal-
lenge to "carry on" worthily. Gratitude for his mani-
fold services to this Library can never be adequately ex-
pressed, but some of the tributes paid to him and his work 
are being preserved in the special memorial number of 
the Open Shelf. 

This being the sixtieth annual report of the Library, 
and the tenth for which I have had the honor to be respon-
sible, it seems a fitting time to go beyond the annual 
summary, and to take a brief survey of the last ten-year 
period, in the effort to see our future objectives as clearly 
as possible in the light of past experience. Therefore, I 
shall rely more than usual upon the extracts from the 
department reports which follow this to give the picture 
of the past year's work, in order to make space here for the 
larger canvas. 

BOOKS. In measuring the progress of a library, the 
condition of the book collections is a matter of prime im-
portance. There are now 1,309,439 volumes in the regular 
inventoried collections. In addition there are 66,989 little 
children's books, about 20,000 unaccessioned volumes in 
the John G. White Collection, and 5,638 volumes in dupli-
cate stock. The Library is also custodian of 203,940 vol-
umes belonging to the Board of Education, the Engineering 
Society, the City of Cleveland, and the Chamber of Com-
merce. Not yet included in its statistics, although already 
upon its shelves, are over 3,000 volumes from Mr. White's 
general library and his Chess Collection of about 11,000 
books and pamphlets. Finally, the County Library col-
lection, separately reported, numbers 127,540 books. The 
total number of books now in the Library's keeping is 
therefore 1,749,848. 

Ten years ago the inventoried collections numbered 
605,075 volumes. Additional, were about 45,000 books, un-
cataloged or in surplus stock, and 43,000 of which the Li-
brary was custodian for other institutions. These figures 
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show that the regularly cataloged and inventoried books 
belonging to the Library have much more than doubled 
during this period, while the total number for which it is 
caring has nearly trebled. 

Far more important than the size of the collections is 
their condition and their quality. During the war years, 
the book funds and binding funds were barely sufficient 
to meet the most pressing demands; the books took on a 
shabby and unattractive appearance and the shelves were 
emptied of the popular books with discouraging rapidity. 
Certain it is that today the physical condition of the books 
as a whole is better and they present a far more attractive 
appearance than ever before. Thousands of worn and 
grubby old books have been replaced by fresher copies 
which have come as gifts; rebinding has brightened up 
many others. The circulating collections are all much more 
adequate to the demands made upon them, and the burden 
of the staff reports has ceased to be a wailing plea for 
more books. The branches, according to their size, are all 
well equipped with books. 

Most significant of all has been the growth of the 
Main Library collections, as the fountain head and source 
of supply for additional books and information for the 
entire system. The Main circulating collections have more 
than doubled, while its reference collections now contain 
nearly two and a half times the number of volumes reported 
ten years ago. More important than the number of vol-
umes, is the fact that a systematic and careful plan has 
been followed in the rounding out and building up of 
these collections with the aid of bibliographical authori-
ties. Each year now brings a larger number of scholarly 
readers, often from a distance, to consult books which they 
have not found elsewhere and which are essential for their 
work. Non-residents rarely fail to express their apprecia-
tion of the service received. 

USE OF THE LIBRARY. That this large acquisition of 
books has been justified by their use, is indicated by the 
records. The circulation of ten years ago was 3,133,900; 
in 1928 it was 8,138,004, an increase of more than two 
and one-half times—and this is exclusive of the 668,701 
volumes issued by the County Library Department. This 
last year's issue of books was greater than the cumulated 
circulation of the first thirty years of the Library, the firsl 
half of its existence, while the total circulation of this 
last ten-year period has exceeded that of the entire fifty 
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years preceding it by over eight and a quarter million 
issues. The visitors for reading and reference work in 
the libraries increased during the decade to 6,234,112 from 
1,936,576, or more than three times. 

The average week-day attendance at the Main Library 
alone throughout 1928 was 5,787, a number of people equal 
to the entire population of many an Ohio town. 

Figures can give no intimation, however, of the better 
service which the present book stock makes possible, nor 
of the fact that literally hundreds of questions are now 
daily answered, promptly and satisfactorily, as they could 
not have been with the former resources of the Library. 

AGENCIES FOR BOOK DISTRIBUTION. TO equalize the 
benefits of the Library by making books accessible to all 
citizens, must be a continuously important administrative 
problem, so long as a city is changing and expanding. 
Chapters might be written on the neighborhood changes 
which have affected the work of various of the branches, 
the character and nationality of the readers in some cases 
differing greatly from those of a decade ago. 

The volume of work greatly increased in most of the 
branches, while the number of general branches increased 
by three, and the school branches by seventeen. Although 
there were six less stations, their total circulation was over 
four and a half times more, having increased from 102,464 
to 474,742. The number of class-room collections increased 
from 446 to 1,158. 

BUILDINGS. There is real satisfaction in reporting 
on the improved housing conditions which have been ef-
fected during this period. Brooklyn and Superior, the last 
two branches for which there were Carnegie funds, were 
completed, Superior requiring supplemental funds from 
the general appropriations because of the advanced build-
ing costs. 

Then came the campaign for the second bond issue 
for the Main Library building, the revision of the plans 
for this central building and its successful construction 
and occupancy. Since that last auspicious event, four 
more new branch buildings have been planned and built, 
Glenville, Rice, Collinwood and West Park, and one more, 
East 131st Street, is nearing completion. 

A three-story garage and workshop was built in 1922 
on the rear of the Sterling lot, and this, during the past 
year, has been given over entirely to the workshop, and 
a larger one-story garage erected on Hamilton Avenue 
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within a few blocks of the Main Library. The construc-
tion of this latter building with a view to adding two or 
three more stories, anticipates provision of future storage 
or work space when the Main Library becomes over-
crowded. 

The two-family dwelling house on the lot in Notting-
ham, purchased in 1927 as the site for a branch building, 
was remodeled at small expense and opened last spring, 
replacing the school branch whose tiny room was so badly 
outgrown. This homelike little library should serve the 
neighborhood well for several years. 

All of the older buildings, which were run down for 
lack of proper up-keep during the lean years of the war, 
have since been put and kept in good repair. Systematic 
inspection has been instituted and the organization of a 
small corps of maintenance men has proved a great econ-
omy for all minor repairs. 

FINANCE. Tax receipts for maintenance have increased 
from $512,395.72 in 1918 to $1,831,229.88 in 1928. In the 
earlier year, the income was still based on the pre-war value 
of the dollar; this has had to be adjusted, and expendi-
tures likewise, a process which in itself required almost 
the doubling of the levy. Salaries, though still not what 
they should be, have been greatly improved, and a much 
needed retirement fund has been established. The book 
fund has increased from slightly over $50,000 to more than 
$300,000. A self-insuring plan has been set up with an 
insurance fund now amounting to over $100,000, which 
can soon be safely left to grow by its own interest, and 
should eventually become an added source of income, in 
contrast to the drain of the former heavy outlay for fire 
insurance. 

As stated before, the Superior Branch building was 
built partly from current income. The five branches built 
later have been financed entirely from the current levies, 
as were the workshop and garage; so were, likewise, the 
furniture and equipment for all of these buildings as well 
as a considerable portion of that for the Main Library, and 
for new or enlarged quarters for several of the smaller 
branches. Six branch sites and that for the garage were 
also purchased from current funds, and the pay-as-you-go 
policy for branch building seems to have met with general 
approval as by far the most economical in the long run. 

Considering these large drafts on current income for 
capital purposes, the really remarkable strengthening of 
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the book collections, the increased amount of individual 
service now given, and the multiplied volume of work, 
the financial showing seems one which can safely be sub-
mitted to the scrutiny of business men; the latter might 
also be interested in knowing that the Library maintains 
a reputation as a good buyer, pays bills promptly enough 
to take all discounts, and has always shown a balanced 
budget. 

GIFTS, BEQUESTS AND SPECIAL FUNDS. It is noteworthy 
that 17,667 of the volumes accessioned last year were gifts, 
and in addition there were nearly as many more which 
came in Mr. White's library, including his valuable and 
unique Chess Collection. This is in contrast to about a 
thousand accessions by gift in 1918; at that time there 
were no special gift or endowment funds, while there are 
now the following small funds: the Brett, Hermine A. 
Simon, and Isadore Gottdiener memorials, the Ambler 
Fund, and the nucleus for an endowment for the Library 
for the Blind. Although inconsiderable in themselves, these 
funds have established an important and suggestive prece-
dent which should encourage similar and larger gifts. Mr. 
White's legacy will furnish an endowment, the amount of 
which is still unknown, but which, it is hoped, will be ade-
quate for the continuous upbuilding of his great gift col-
lection, the Folklore and Orientalia, and the Chess Col-
lection, which should continue increasingly to attract the 
attention and respect of scholars the world over. 

Remembrance of the Library is a suggestion which has 
been acted upon in the making of several wills which, we 
are told, have included future bequests to the Library. 

SERVICE. Over and over in the history of libraries it 
has been demonstrated that a collection of books, be it 
ever so fine, can prove of value to numbers of readers 
only as it is organized and administered by a competent 
staff. The larger the collection, the more apparent do the 
effects become. 

Increase in the size of the staff in the decade under 
consideration seems large, being now the equivalent of 
848 full-time employees for library service, as compared 
with 385, but this is an increase of just over two and two-
tenths times or considerably less than the increase in the 
size of the book collection, of the circulation, or of the visi-
tors for reading and reference. One of the major activities 
and the most expensive to maintain, is the reference serv-
ice, which it is impossible to measure in terms of figures or 
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by any "arithmetical standard of values;" this is the serv-
ice, however, which has made the greatest gains of all, 
we believe, both in volume and in quality. In this con-
nection it should be mentioned that in addition to the 
increasing number of readers applying personally for as-
sistance in reference or research questions, inquiries by 
telephone and by mail have multiplied several times. 

A recent writer on library administration, in a logi-
cal and well reasoned discussion of the size factor in library 
problems, says: 

" I n the field of economics we have the 'law of dimin-
ishing returns.' This is applicable particularly in mat-
ters relating to personnel. With a large staff the need 
for more machinery of supervision and more records be-
comes necessary . . . With a staff of one efficient person 
we get maximum results. With a staff of two equally 
efficient we may get nearly twice as much work done, 
but it is fairly sure that with four the ratio is somewhat 
less and with eight it is still less. We sometimes are ap-
palled at the thought of what the ratio is when the staff 
has increased to one hundred . . . When the growth of 
the library does make necessary an increase in the staff, 
it is obvious that we should seize the opportunity for 
specialization which size undoubtedly brings and thus 
minimize the disadvantages.'' 

In the face of this, our figures, showing that the ratio 
both of increase in the growth of the Library and of the 
output of work has been greater than that of the increase 
of staff, would clearly indicate that such results must have 
come through the increasing efficiency of the staff and its 
organization. 

To give just one instance of this, a comparison was 
made recently, of last year's work of the Catalog Depart-
ment with that of five years ago. In 1923, the 30 people 
in that department put 126,991 volumes through the vari-
ous processes of classifying, cataloging, shelf-listing, etc. 
In 1928, a staff of 43 gave the same treatment to 254,939 
volumes. 

LEGISLATION. In the foregoing pages, the attempt has 
been to give, in brief space, some indication of the expan-
sion of the activities of the Library which has taken place 
in the past ten years, and of the greatly changed scale 
of operations which now obtains. It must be stated most 
emphatically that such unusual progress could not have 
been made had not long years of solid foundation work 
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preceded it. (Such remarks as "Wouldn ' t this please Mr. 
Bre t t?" and " I f Mr. Brett could only see the Library 
now!" are still heard almost daily.) Neither would it 
have been possible without a change of the greatest signifi-
cance in the law—the amendment exempting the library 
levy from revision by the Tax Commission. It would be 
difficult to exaggerate the importance of this amendment 
and the effect it has had in assuring the income and thus 
making it possible to carry out constructive plans. The 
latest revision of the general tax law, by restricting this 
exemption from revision to the first mill, necessitates the 
facing of financial problems in the near future. These are 
among the problems which now call for most careful study. 

T H E LOOK AHEAD. Certain definite objectives are al-
ways before us. Chief among these are the making of 
books available to all residents of the city, the equalization 
of library privileges and advantages, and the constant im-
provement of the facilities, the resources and the service. 

In general, there is need for more assistants trained for 
readers' adviser service, and for work with young people. 

The obligation seems clear, to work toward bringing 
staff salaries and conditions to the level of those of teachers 
in the public schools. 

RELATIONS WITH THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. I n t h e 
attempt to bring the benefits of the Library within reach 
of the largest number, and in the belief that the children 
and young people would profit most by its use, the decision 
seemed a wise one to develop school branches in the newer 
parts of the city, in response to requests from the school 
authorities. The most rapid extension of the work has 
therefore been that of the school libraries. 

It was hoped that these libraries, while serving the 
schools primarily, would incidentally prove of much value 
to the community at large. This has not been the case to 
the extent which had been expected. It is true, of course, 
that a large part of the 1,887,773 books issued through 
the school libraries in the past year went into the homes 
of the pupils, to be read not only by themselves, but fre-
quently by other, sometimes several, members of the fam-
ily, and the children do borrow books at the request of 
their parents; however, it is true as well that, while there 
are now seventeen more school branches than there were 
ten years ago, nine of them were definitely designated also 
as community branches at that time, whereas there are now 
but seven so designated, and in several of these, the num-
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ber of adults of the neighborhood who come personally to 
the branch is almost negligible. This is partly due to the 
fact that the library housed in a school building does 
not attract the average adult as does the separate branch 
building. Another and perhaps more potent reason is that 
the ever more insistent demands of the school service tend 
more and more to monopolize the attention and the ener-
gies of the school librarians. 

With the changing methods of education, a library is 
becoming an indispensable part of the school equipment, 
hence urgent requests keep coming for more school 
branches. All high schools now have branches, and all 
junior high schools except one; this one is constantly peti-
tioning for a library, and the superintendents have already 
made requests for libraries for several new schools to be 
organized next fall. 

With only seven branches in elementary schools, that 
whole field seems barely touched when we remember that 
there are 117 public elementary schools without them, not 
to mention the large number of parochial schools. These 
seven libraries have so demonstrated their value, however, 
as compared with the small class-room collections offered 
to the other schools, that the day seems not far distant 
when every school, of whatever grade, must somehow be 
provided with its library. 

This whole matter of school libraries is the common 
problem of the Board of Education and the Library Board. 
Certain of its phases have been discussed jointly, certain 
decisions have been made by both Boards—usually with 
a view to settling the particular case or situation requir-
ing attention at the moment, but the time seems to have 
arrived for some joint conferences of the two Boards, to 
study the whole situation with a view to a better pooling 
of mutual interests and resources, and a really construc-
tive planning of a school library program for the future. 

GENERAL BRANCHES. The growth of the city has been 
of course in the direction of its unconfined borders, to the 
northeast, the southeast and the southwest. Great districts 
formerly only sparsely settled, have been quite densely 
built up, mainly by families moving out from the congested 
districts nearer the heart of the city. Actuated by a desire 
for better living conditions, and accustomed to library 
service in their old neighborhoods, these people feel wholly 
justified in demanding the same service for their newer 
communities. 
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The newer branches have all been developed to help 
meet these demands. The northeastern section is at pres-
ent fairly well served, although Memorial and Notting-
ham will probably both soon outgrow their present re-
stricted temporary quarters. The splendid new rooms pro-
vided in 1925 for Collinwood High School library and the 
large new Collinwood Branch building completed last 
spring are fortunately a more adequate and permanent 
provision for their part of this district. 

In the southeast section, Rice Branch, the four new 
school libraries, and the two community stations have 
ameliorated the situation considerably, as the combined 
circulation last year of 701,486 volumes from these seven 
agencies will show. During last year the stations, Mt. 
Pleasant and East 131st Street, were taken over by the 
Branch Department, preparatory to their enlarged quar-
ters. In the spring the latter will occupy its new build-
ing, now nearly ready, where it will soon doubtless take 
its place among the larger branches in volume of work, 
as it will in the size of its building. Mt. Pleasant, housed 
by the Community Center, early last February moved with 
that social agency into its new building, where, although 
it was given a room four times the size of its former quar-
ters, it immediately became almost as overcrowded as be-
fore, and its circulation for the year mounted to 156,462. 
It is hoped that both the new East 131st Street building 
and the school library in preparation at Alexander Hamil-
ton Junior High School will draw off some of the present 
patrons of Mt. Pleasant, but even so, it is quite evident 
that the present room is altogether too small for any mini-
mum of work which we must expect in that neighborhood, 
and that this branch must have consideration whenever 
more branch building plans are possible. 

To the southwest, South B r o o k t y n Branch is also burst-
ing its walls, and although the changes now being made in 
this little building will improve conditions to some extent, 
it must be recognized that this is for the time being and 
not a permanent solution of the problem of room for the 
increasing volume of work at this branch. 

The new West Park Branch, opened last March at 
West 157th Street and Lorain Avenue, is over three and 
a half miles west of Lorain Branch, previously the last 
branch outpost in that direction. Of this gem of a build-
ing we can speak with unmixed enthusiasm, for its satisfy-
ing beauty adds distinction to a neighborhood, heretofore 
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rather commonplace. It inevitably brings the wish that 
the public purse-strings might always open to permit of 
libraries and other public buildings being really beautiful 
as well as utilitarian. 

Between South Brooklyn and West Park stretch sev-
eral square miles of territory, rapidly building up, and 
without any branch except the one school branch at Na-
thaniel Hawthorne. One of the additional libraries re-
quested by the school officials is for a new junior high school 
now being built in this unserved region. At least one gen-
eral branch also seems a necessity here in the not far dis-
tant future. 

The need for the long talked of branch near Univer-
sity Circle is becoming so apparent that some type of serv-
ice, even though limited, must be devised very soon. 

Eight of the present smaller branches are still without 
buildings of their own. Several of these are in neighbor-
hoods whose changing character makes it doubtful whether 
permanent branch buildings will ever be needed there as 
much as in other districts. The Hiram House clientele 
has been so nearly scattered, by the tearing down of many 
blocks of dwelling houses to make way for the new freight 
stations and warehouses, that the branch has been reduced 
to a station, and Hiram House will itself soon change its 
location. Friendly Inn having also lost the majority of 
its Jewish readers, who have migrated largely to the Mt. 
Pleasant district, the foreign room has been closed and the 
Yiddish collection sent to Mt. Pleasant, where it has to 
be housed in one of the club rooms belonging to the Center 
and its use restricted to the limited hours in which the 
room can be kept free from meetings. 

Two or three of these branches, however, must be 
better housed when buildings can be provided. How to 
provide these new branches and buildings, and maintain 
them within the coming limitations of the levy is a serious 
problem for study. Eventually the sale of the old Glen-
ville property should provide for one more building, but 
this must apparently await a new expansion of the local 
business district. A branch library building, as a memorial 
contributing to the education, the well-being, and the en-
largement of life of thousands of human beings during 
generations, should appeal to those who are seriously de-
sirous of giving money where it will bring such returns. 
How can it best be suggested to them ? One wishes it were 
possible to show, in contrast to the Cleveland of today, the 
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poorer Cleveland which it would surely have been if 
Andrew Carnegie had given it no library buildings; one 
can think of no more convincing proof of the value of 
libraries than this comparison would afford. 

STATIONS. This smaller type of agency, especially 
adapted to furnishing library service to other organiza-
tions, also holds its important place in the system, as shown 
by the circulation last year of nearly half a million books. 
The number and variety of organizations and institutions 
served shifts from year to year, though some show a long 
continuous record. The Cleveland Hardware Company 
Station has the banner record of almost thirty years of 
continuous service. 

The most noteworthy development of the work in this 
department in recent years has been the stations in the 
hospitals, which last year issued 83,018 volumes to the 
patients, nurses and doctors. There are still quite a num-
ber of hospitals without this service, and we cannot offer 
it because of lack of staff to do the work. Some volunteers 
who made a splendid contribution of their time and effort 
are no longer available, and dependable volunteers have 
not been found to take their places, so the work has all 
reverted to the regular staff. I t calls for special qualities of 
interest, sympathy and understanding, and an ever cheer-
ful front. An endowment for the hospital book service 
would be a boon indeed. 

A dear little old lady whose last days are being spent 
at Warrensville infirmary has just written me: 

"Last week I read a copy of the Open Shelf (The 
Diamond Jubilee number). I was much impressed at the 
ramifications and immense work you are doing, but in all 
your locations I doubt if there be one station where the 
work can compare with what is being done here—in happy 
hours, help in forgetting pain and suffering, lightening of 
the gloomy gray lives of many who have had little to make 
life a pleasure and are now nearing the end of the trail. 
God sent us a blessing when Miss came to us. 
Could you but see the smiles that greet her from every 
bed, how the wheel chairs are moved so they can watch 
her, see the faces of the blind lighten as they hear her 
quick cheery-sounding step, you might realize something of 
what she means to us. Personally I regret that there are 
not about three Fridays in the week . . . Many thousands 
may enjoy and profit by the Cleveland Library, but it is 
readers such as we have out here who love and pray for i t . ' ' 
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T H E LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND is one of the special 
services at the Main Library which also needs an endow-
ment, because of the great cost of books in embossed types, 
and because the large libraries must inevitably assume 
a regional service to the blind. 

ENDOWMENTS FOR BOOKS. The increased book appro-
priations of the last few years have been so largely respon-
sible for the increased use and usefulness of the Library 
that one thinks with anxiety of what any curtailment of 
these funds will mean. The history of library budgets 
shows that when curtailment is necessary, it is usually the 
book appropriation which suffers first and most, the rea-
son being that most of the other appropriations cover fixed 
charges, the book fund getting what is left. The only real 
insurance against undue shrinkage of book funds would 
seem to be more endowments for books, such as most large 
libraries already have. 

BUSINESS BUREAU. Former reports have dealt with 
various other types of specialized service which have been 
developed: the subject specialization at the Main Library, 
the work with children, with young people, and with adults 
to whose continuing education the Library can contribute. 
To make the Library's great wealth of business aids and 
information better known and more quickly available to 
busy men, the organization of a new service is under way, 
the Business Bureau which in its initial stage began in 
the Stations Department but will soon be transferred to 
the small office off Brett Hall in near proximity to the 
General Reference Division, with which, as also with the 
Technology and Sociology Divisions, its relations will be 
very close. If this Bureau accomplishes half that we hope 
for it, its bearing on the future welfare of the Library 
may be far-reaching, for it should demonstrate to business 
men, more effectively than anything else, the actual eco-
nomic value of the Library in everyday business, and help 
to convince them of its worthiness of more than current 
tax support. 

QUERIES. TO what extent are we responsible for mak-
ing the needs of the Library known, and how can this 
best be done ? When ' ' what the law allows'' in public 
support ceases to provide for further growth, should we 
mark time with a partly completed job? If not, what 
should be the next step ? 

These are some of the questions which come as we look 
ahead, and which call for the best thought that can be 
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given them. The difficulties of the past have been many 
and some of the obstacles overcome have been great, The 
objective is clear—library service at its best for all citizens 
of Cleveland. To work toward that objective, believing 
that solutions can and must be found for new problems as 
they arise, seems to be the course to pursue steadily. 

T H E HUMAN ELEMENT. The reader who stopped at 
the Information Desk at the Main Library recently to say, 
•'I never go out of this place without being glad that I 
came in ," voiced an enjoyment of the Library of which 
we hear many and varied expressions. Our work is with 
books and with people, and making the right contacts be-
tween them, and it is most of all to the staff of the Library 
that the successes of the work are due. Without unusual 
teamwork no such record as given above could have been 
possible. 

The retirement and group insurance plan which went 
into effect last fall was a thoroughly merited recognition 
of loyal service. A number of victims of influenza have 
already profited by the health insurance, and the staff as 
a whole is deeply appreciative of the provision it makes 
for the future. 

The past year brought many extra professional de-
mands on staff members. Lectures or courses were given 
at the Western Reserve School of Library Science, at 
Cleveland College, the Graduate Library School of Chi-
cago University, the Library Apprentice Class; also many 
public book-talks and talks about the Library. Papers 
were written for publication or for conferences and much 
committee work was done. Miss Power, Director of Work 
with Children, spent over half the year on leave in Chi-
cago writing the textbook on Work with Children for the 
use of the library schools and the guidance of libraries. 
Miss Sargeant Smith was President of the Ohio Library 
Association. The Librarian is especially grateful for the 
way in which the staff has stood ready to lighten so far 
as possible the additional burden of work assumed with 
the presidency of the American Library Association. 

Miss Prouty has selected, for the more detailed report 
which follows, such portions of the department reports as 
will give as comprehensive a view of the varied activities 
of the work as the limited space will allow. The report 
of the School Department is included almost in its entirety 
this year, because of the picture it gives of the functioning 
of the school libraries and their coordination with the 
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varied school activities. The County Library report is not 
included, but is presented as a separate publication, which 
will be of greater use in the County. 

In this particular year, my debt of appreciation to 
each and every member of this Board is greater than ever 
before. We all of us relied so fully upon Mr. White that 
a sudden readjustment was necessary. The instant readi-
ness to assume and share the burdens of responsibility 
which he laid down, has been a heartening thing; it has 
reinforced my faith in the future of this Library. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda A. Eastman, Librarian. 
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Main Library 
From the year's mass of statistics, a few romantic yet 

realistic figures climb to the top: 23,946 new borrowers 
"signed u p " at the Main Library's registration desk; 
5,787 visitors to the building as an approximate daily aver-
age; an average of 3,267 volumes traveling daily from the 
Main Library alone; a total of 990,517 volumes for the year. 

To the library worker, delight in these ever climbing 
figures stems from the knowledge that people come to the 
library because they want to; they go away with the de-
sired nugget of information, advice, stimulus or suggestion 
in their possession, the desired book under their arms. A 
few "poor sweltering youths" taking examinations may 
carry forth books listed as "reading required," but in 
most cases some major human interest or need impels the 
borrower. One does not think of grammars and diction-
aries as feeders to " the strongest passion known to hu-
manity," but that such even they may be, is attested by 
the following excerpt from the report of our Foreign Liter-
ature Division: 

LOVE AND LANGUAGE. Among the users of our foreign 
grammars are scores who have either married persons of 
other nationalities or are preparing (with the aid of our 
grammars) to do so. Daily in our division we meet young 
American women who want grammars in modern Greek, 
Arabic, Lithuanian, Finnish or Bohemian because they have 
married men belonging to these nationalities. Numerous, 
indeed, are the Irish damsels who ask for Yiddish gram-
mars so that they may understand their new mothers-
in-law. 

And how hard some of them work and struggle with 
the language of the beloved! We have a Mexican reader 
and a Russian who were so rash as to fall in love with 
Hungarian girls. This is in no sense a reflection on these 
ladies; it is merely pity for anyone learning for the first 
time one of the most difficult of European languages. 

The man who takes the greatest interest in our Slovak 
books is not a Slovak at all, but a Jugoslav who married a 
Slovak. A Cleveland girl who is in love with a South 
American deciphers his letters with the help of a diction-
ary and with our aid. She knows no Spanish and he knows 
no English. How, you will ask, is a romance possible under 
these conditions? Our answer is: The lack of a perfect 
understanding of the language of the dear one is the factor 
most conducive to romance. 
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SELF-IMPROVEMENT AND THE LIBRARY. The Informa-
tion Desk hostess remarks that this is an age of physical 
as well as mental culture, that to be well is to be in style, 
that the world is becoming healthily interested in pre-
ventive rather than curative methods. She cites the great 
number of women who in lieu of reducing medicines, come 
to the library for information on proper foods, exercises, 
and health rules which keep them slim but well. The 
culture of personality, the psychology of character building, 
the art of conversation, knowledge of social usages, a gen-
eral cultural background, these have been some of the goals 
of self-improvement sought in the 104,331 questions of 
all types which have this year come to her. 

READERS' ADVISER AS INTERMEDIARY. Many inquirers 
are conducted by the Information Desk hostess directly 
to the Readers' Adviser's office, which regards its work as 
an intermediary service. 

"How to make a book yield the same concentrated 
delight that a dog finds in extracting the marrow from 
a bone; ' ' how to humanize literature instead of populariz-
ing and cheapening it; how to get the right answer to 
the almost universal attitude ' ' I don't know, I have read a 
good deal, but don't seem to get the knowledge I wan t ; " 
how to create an atmosphere which will influence a man 
to believe in and follow his own interests so that he may 
be moved to browse and taste and find for himself—these 
are the problems of intermediary work between readers 
and books. 

There is also a close connection between the Readers' 
Adviser's office and the library's registration desk so that 
new registrants who are unfamiliar with the library may 
find what they want. The divisions of the library meet 
the reader's needs whenever the requests become special-
ized. 

A special Readers' Adviser's desk in Popular Library 
has been an aid in humanizing all our work. Every kind 
of taste and every attitude toward books is met in this 
division and the more rapid-fire intermediary work done 
here is the best possible antidote to any biased ideas about 
books and readers, or any pet theories that the Readers' 
Adviser ma}- cherish. 

Records of individual reading kept in the office are 
a help toAvard meeting the new educational demand for 
all available statistics on types of people and their reading 
habits. To catch definite trends in reading when they are 
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on the crest of the wave, and make capital of their best 
features in furthering interest in reading is a still another 
mediatory service. 

Interesting figures from the Adviser's report include 
a total of 3,172 visitors seeking interviews and advice; 
1,307 men, 1,865 women; of these a third, 1,046 were re-
ferred directly to various division heads; 318 are reported 
as following the Reading ivith a purpose courses of the 
American Library Association, 9 took the Oxford reading 
courses, and for many of the remainder, short or some-
times longer courses were prepared, suited to their individ-
ual needs. Others are given a single book as a point of 
departure, or to meet a special need, and they frequently 
report back for further suggestions, or to recount their 
subsequent reading experiences. A record, incomplete be-
cause this information is not always volunteered, indicates 
161 occupations and professions represented by the year's 
visitors to the Adviser's office, ranging alphabetically from 
accountant, actor and air service man to truck driver, 
waitress and watchmaker. 

SELF-IMPROVEMENT BY DISCUSSION. F o r t h e e a r -
minded, those who prefer the lecture to the book, the Main 
Library's open book-talks and resultant discussion groups, 
have been instrumental in leading to independent thinking 
and some productive reading. As in the two preceding 
years, the monthly Monday night book-talks were based 
on the Reading with a purpose series. 

For the January talk, we were so fortunate as to have 
the author of the reading course, Americans from abroad, 
Mr. John Palmer Gavit, to interpret his own treatment of 
the subject, which he did so provocatively that thirty-two 
persons "signed u p " for a free weekly discussion group 
on race questions, under the leadership of Mr. Alonzo 
Grace, Supervisor of Adult Education in the Cleveland 
public schools, and at the close of the six meetings orig-
inally planned with the aid of the Adult Education Asso-
ciation, voluntarily reorganized for further study. Mr. 
Grace published an interesting report of this group in 
the Survey for October 15, 1928, under the title, "Getting 
group discussion." 

Arthur Shepherd, Professor of Music at Cleveland 
College, based the February book-talk on the A. L. A. 
reading course Ears to hear, by Daniel Gregory Mason. 
He finished with an illuminating series of piano selections 
illustrating changes of form in the history of music. Sev-
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eral subsequent group meetings were held with Mrs. A. W. 
Huning of the Cleveland Orchestra staff as leader. 

"The practice of politics," based on Raymond Moley's 
reading course of that name, was the subject of the March 
book-talk by Walter J. Millard, who was in the city as 
Field Representative of the National Municipal League. 
A group of twenty-three signed up for a study course 
sponsored by the Adult Education Association and led 
by Philip W. Porter, Political Editor of the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer. 

As each of these groups closed formally, there was 
an attempt to conserve the interest aroused, and to work 
out special suggestive reading lists following up individual 
interests. Some of the members have gone on from one 
book or phase of the subject to another and are still read-
ing consecutively. 

On April 4, Mr. I. H. Frary, of the Cleveland Museum 
of Art and the Cleveland School of Art, gave an illus-
trated talk on "Architecture," using Lewis Mumford's 
A. L. A. reading course on that subject as a point of 
departure. 

Before the October book-talk was launched, the Adult 
Education Association of Cleveland and the Library 
planned to work jointly, pooling their efforts in doing a 
piece of intensive work on American civilization. The 
Library called its series of talks "America today," and 
planned to center all of the book-talks on phases of Ameri-
can life. 

Two weeks before the presidential election, Professor 
Jacob C. Meyer, of the History Department of Western 
Reserve University, opened the series, discussing "Con-
temporary conflicts in American public opinion." He 
started curiosity on this comprehensive subject in many dif-
ferent directions so that people were ready for Judge John 
H. Clarke's survey of "The foreign relations of the United 
States" in November. Judge Clarke always leaves an 
audience with a world view of things and his talk paved the 
way for a discussion of ' ' The United States in recent times'' 
which James Quayle Dealey of the Political Science De-
partment of Western Reserve University gave in December. 

Dovetailing with these talks and as a background to 
them, the Adult Education Association of Cleveland spon-
sored a course of study, based largely on Beard's Rise of 
American civilization, in charge of Mr. Leyton Carter, Di-
rector of the Cleveland Foundation, who had followed spe-
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cial courses of study under Professor Beard at Columbia 
University. The group who took advantage of this op-
portunity numbered about twenty. The course was not 
offered free as were those previously described, and the 
limitation in numbers entailed by a small fee served to 
bring together a genuinely interested group of students 
of American history. 

TRENDS IN READING INTERESTS. "What trend have 
you observed in the reading interests of the public during 
the past year ?' ' This question from the American Library 
Association, passed on in turn to the various divisions of 
the Main Library, led to interesting investigations and 
conclusions. Circulation statistics of classed books showed 
the greatest gain in works on social, economic, political 
and educational problems and projects; next, in biography 
in the modern manner, as the most popular approach to 
history, with a marked revival of interest in the personal 
narratives of the Great War; in drama and poetry; in 
books on the writing of plays, stories, poetry; in "better 
English;" in the fine arts, including landscape gardening, 
stagecraft, and the passionate " a r t " of bridge-playing, 
along with the more classic arts of architecture, music, 
painting and drawing; in philosophy and the philosophers, 
psychology and human behavior; in travel, paralleling the 
growth in travel facilities; in air craft and air transpor-
tation, and in many forms of popular science. A great 
gain of circulation was also noted in the general field of 
periodical literature. 

In the field of fiction a strong trend was found, away 
from the purely " s e x " story and from pure romances, 
to novels dealing with all phases and problems of modern 
life, both in English and in translations from foreign lan-
guages. Allied with the great interest in biography is that 
in "biographical fiction," novels dealing with real charac-
ters. The demand for detective and mystery stories is 
ever with us, perhaps balanced by the increasing apprecia-
tion of finely written fiction of all types. 

' ' POPULAR LIBRARY : " A Focus OF READING INTERESTS. 
The physical location of Popular Library, next to the desks 
where books are returned and all new borrowers regis-
tered, makes it the natural focal point for a sort of sample 
collection of all the library's wares, a center at which all 
types of reading interests may find satisfaction or stimulus 
to seek further. Therefore, though still primarily a fiction 
division, Popular Library has, during the past year, aimed 
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more definitely than ever before to introduce the resources 
of the Main Library's entire collection to the public, to 
bring the fiction reader from the realms of imagined living 
to a more vital consideration of reality, and in turn to 
illuminate bare fact with color and intensity which only 
fiction and other imaginative writing can lend. 

In March, the Popular classed collection, hitherto de-
pendent upon temporary loans from the various divisions, 
took 011 a permanent character with the transfer of some 
three hundred chosen titles from the divisions, plus the 
purchase, with a special quota, of a small timely collection 
of classed books most in demand. From this nucleus of 
about 500 volumes, with a circulation of 732 in April, it 
has already grown in nine months to 855 classed books, 
with a circulation, in December, of 1,052 volumes. It in-
cludes the newest biographies and books on current history, 
modern psychology and the social sciences, as well as the 
more popular collections of essays and poetry, and intro-
ductory books for the layman on all subjects—even primers 
of aviation. 

These are made "fourteen-day books not subject to 
postal reserve." The scheme of having a book not subject 
to postal reserve has been extended to one copy each of the 
new novels in greatest demand and readers pluck them 
from the rack of new fiction with Jack Horner enthusiasm. 
It has helped to abolish in Popular Library the old com-
plaint that nothing new is ever in. 

It is not, however, only the new and currently dis-
cussed book which the attractively arranged racks in Popu-
lar Library have brought into constant circulation. From 
the Philosophy-Psychology-Religion rack, Baker's Psycho-
analysis explained and criticized circulated 16 times be-
tween May and December, or an average of twice a month 
regularly. Barrett 's On the threshold of the unseen cir-
culated 14 times over the same period, and a re-bound 
copy of King's Laws of friendship, 12 times. From the 
Literature display rack, Maurois' Ariel was taken out 
19 times, The Oxford book of American verse, 17 times, 
and Tolstoi, the man and his message, by Steiner, 15 
times. From other racks The Modern Priscilla home fur-
nishing look was borrowed 16 times, Ward's Exploring 
the universe, 15 times, Poliakoff's The tragic bride, 24 
times, and Cooper's My lady of the Chinese courtyard, 
13 times. These figures serve to show the wide variety 
in the reading interests of the users of Popular Library 
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and that these interests are not limited by "newness." 
The display racks down the center of the room are 

devoted chiefly to the non-fiction groups. In each of the 
wall cases, with an attractive caption at the top, are ar-
ranged the novels which classify under some specific head-
ing, such as "Historical Romances." With these are 
shown one or more shelves of appropriate non-fiction. 
Books on the World War, among the historical novels, 
suggest to the borrower that he, too, has been living his-
tory. Books listed in the A. L. A. reading courses on 
The westivard march of American settlement and The 
French Revolution in fiction are on other shelves of this 
group. From the case devoted to "Modern Life in Fact 
and Fiction," Overstreet's About ourselves has been taken 
out 16 times in 8 months, Lloyd's How to finance home 
life, 14 times, and books on questions of the day, from 
etiquette to marriage, race, and immigration problems, are 
in as constant circulation as the novels themselves deal-
ing with these problems. 

Far from confining to the Popular Library the reader 
who has thus discovered wider reading possibilities, these 
collections suggest to him that other books of the same 
types may be found elsewhere with greater range of choice, 
and serve as a most effective introduction to other divi-
sions of the library. 

BUSINESS READING INTERESTS. The library is becom-
ing a recognized clearing house on business matters, and 
the cooperative method of its divisional system drafts into 
use material from every division. 

The General Reference Division, with its large col-
lection of down-to-date business and financial services, from 
Brookmire's to Whaley-Eaton, its trade directories, its 
maps, its immediate access to the Public Catalog, has nat-
urally and successfully served as the coordinating unit in 
the handling of business requests. 

Typical business questions referred to the General 
Reference Division, and often handled in collaboration 
with other divisions or a specific division, are the follow-
ing: Taxation in Ohio and Michigan as it affects manu-
facturers; climatic advantages of Cleveland as a manu-
facturing center; economic conditions in Australia, Po-
land, Brazil; the economic situation in the Irish Free State ; 
foreign investments in Russia; cutlery manufacturers in 
Switzerland; the value and amount of exports from the 
United States of aluminum and its compounds; present 
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financial and industrial conditions in Germany; the value 
of a psychiatric worker in large business establishments; 
production of motor cars by makes; price of teakwood in 
India. 

Other divisions furnished practical information such 
as, commercial treaties with other countries, zoning and 
government of metropolitan areas, spark-testing of steels 
for the manufacturer of a well-known brand of bearings, 
prices of livestock in various world markets for a local 
packing house, construction costs for narrow gauge rail-
roads, designs for colonial lanterns, appropriate decora-
tions for an Italian cafe, and lists of translators for busi-
ness correspondence. The range of these queries hints 
the extent to which all divisions of the library contribute 
to meet the interests of business. 

The acquisition of the Engineering index service by 
the Technology Division furnishes a current card guide to 
information in about 1,700 engineering and technical peri-
odicals and bulletins, covering 37 countries and 17 differ-
ent languages. About 1,000 new cards a week, index alpha-
betically and give brief digests of all articles. This serv-
ice should be of enormous value to Cleveland engineers and 
manufacturers. 

The map collection of the General Reference Division 
is a mine of wealth for business research. Early maps of 
the Cuyahoga River show the land development along its 
banks. In old Cleveland atlases the boundaries of wards 
at various dates are studied for the compilation of popu-
lation distribution figures. The new pictorial map of 
Cleveland was designed here, also one of the Panama 
Canal, and others illustrating the growth of the telephone 
system and of transportation in various countries. 

T H E CITY'S BUSINESS. Our Municipal Reference 
Branch in the City Hall continues to have an intimate 
share in the city's progress. Plans of the layout of Le 
Bourget and Croyden and of the best airports in this coun-
try were secured for Cleveland's airport engineers, together 
with preliminary information about mooring masts for 
zeppelins. The use of silicon steel for bridges was investi-
gated; blue prints of new ideas in bridges for grade sepa-
ration, and of details of lifting machinery for bascule and 
other lift bridges, were obtained from two other cities. 
One of the Main Library's costly art works is being relied 
upon for beautifying the architectural details of new park, 
railroad and other city bridges. 
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Methods of handling the gas question in other cities, 
city hospital plans, substitution of lignite for coal, and 
the proper type of furnaces and equipment for its economi-
cal use, were problems on which the library furnished or 
collected material. The library's cooperation often extends 
over long periods of time. Its final service to the newly 
opened wings of the Public Hall was through books of 
design for interior decoration and furnishing. 

Meantime the library serves also the human needs of 
the City Hall's many employees. I t supplies cook books 
and books on child training to the young married workers, 
and secures from the Main Library books to meet every 
vicarious interest, from hunting in Africa to the excava-
tions in Ur of the Chaldees. 

VOCATIONAL INTEREST AND TRAINING. The vocational 
stimulus, the call of the job, impels many feet up the 
library steps. To the sympathetic ear at the Information 
Desk comes many such a confidence as the following: " I've 
landed a job in a nursery. Now I must study landscape 
gardening." A young woman tired of office work, wishes 
to become an interior decorator. A graduate nurse, unable 
to carry her strenuous work longer, is offered the opportu-
nity to do a dramatic column. For her, as for each of the 
others, and for many another with or without a job, the 
library becomes an unofficial alma mater, furnishing books, 
reading lists, and friendly advice working toward the end 
desired. 

For those who can manage time and money for 
formal vocational training, the Education Section of the 
Sociology Division has this year undertaken to put through 
the considerable task of making a subject card index to 
its large collection of college and special school catalogs. 
These were analyzed for all unusual courses, and for sub-
jects in which the school is specially strong. It was a sur-
prise to discover that Cornell University gives a course 
in blacksmithing as well as one in flower arrangement, 
while Minnesota offers a course in embalming and one in 
fur farming. By comparing the cards for schools of, for 
example, landscape gardening, with those offering corre-
spondence courses in the same subject, opportunities for 
accredited courses are found for those who must study at 
home. Catalogs or circulars of courses of many highly 
specialized schools are included: schools of filing, of fac-
tory management, of medical technology. The labor spent 
has shown immediate results. In the quietest of the sum-
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mer months, one hundred and fifty calls for specific cata-
logs or courses were received and met, and no day passes 
without its requests from those seeking to orient themselves 
in the world of vocational training. 

AUTHORSHIP AND THE LIBRARY. Some of "our au-
thors, ' ' as we are proud to call them, already have estab-
lished reputations, others are new writers struggling for 
self-expression, and still others students writing their mas-
ter's or doctor's theses. But whatever their proficiency 
and however diverse or erudite their fields, the library 
offers a place to work in privacy and quiet, aid in research, 
and helpful service. 

A member of the Research Department of the Board 
of Education wrote her recent survey, The clothing indus-
tries in Cleveland, in one of our small study rooms on the 
fifth floor. Mrs. Rudolph Stanley-Brown completed her 
Songbook of the American spirit in one of the club rooms, 
and is now writing a history of American architecture for 
children, which Mr. Stanley-Brown will illustrate. They 
have made a thorough study of the important periods 
through the collections in the Fine Arts Division. 

The new Encyclopedia Britannica's article on "Ar t 
education in the United States" was written by a Cleve-
land expert, with the aid of material from the Fine Arts 
Division and the Education Section of the Sociology Divi-
sion. 

Mr. Lamar T. Beman, author of many debate books, 
added three to his already long list of those compiled 
in the General Reference Division: The five day week; 
Flood control; and Selected articles on intervention in 
Latin America. 

Avyoung man who had spent much time working in 
the Literature Division reported that his book of poems 
had been accepted by a publisher and is to have an intro-
duction by the poet Kahlil Gibran. A teacher who has 
made a collection of poems for use with her own classes 
is to publish them for use in other schools. 

The White Collection offers a fertile field for the 
graduate student; the newly appointed head of graduate 
work in English at Western Reserve University is basing 
his plans for departmental research work in that field 
on the resources of the collection. Typical students whom 
the growing reputation of the White Collection has brought 
here are two Detroit women doing graduate work for 
University of Chicago, one investigating the folk-tale 
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theme of the swan-maiden, the other seeking analogues 
of an English ballad. A Harvard man, tracing the story 
of Joseph through the ages, found unexpected riches in 
an Arabic manuscript and in a little volume in Jagataic, 
printed in Turkestan. Chaucer and the mediaeval romances 
in French and English have drawn other workers day 
after day. 

One of the most interesting theses from a library 
point of view, was that on "The influence of public libra-
ries as revealed through biography and autobiography," 
written by a young woman in the Library School of the 
University of Illinois. She had assembled considerable ma-
terial, and the History Division was able to add some 
twenty titles to her list. For other graduate students the 
History Division found contemporary accounts of the Mas-
ter of the Revels under the Tudors, the coronation of Fred-
erick Barbarossa, and the death of Roger Williams. 

From the bound files of the Newspaper Division came 
a large part of the material for a thesis on "The social 
and economic development of Cleveland preceding the 
Civil War . " A bibliography on Judas is the work of a 
compiler who spent considerable time in the Division of 
Philosophy and Religion. 

Another form of service to authors is the borrowing 
of material from other libraries for their use. This is 
done through the Branch Loan office, and is necessary in 
the case of some rare publications such as those consulted 
by Rabbi Silver for his latest book, The democratic impulse 
in Jewish history, completed in 1928, a copy of which he 
gave to the library through the White Collection, in ap-
preciation of its service. 

CO-OPERATION W I T H GROUPS. A most important serv-
ice is rendered to groups or to teachers and leaders who 
relay it to groups. The number of groups aided by the 
provision of a meeting-place was 2,924, with an attend-
ance of 64,700 persons. Extension classes from the Board 
of Education have filled all our available rooms at the 
4:15 hour on two or three days a week from January to 
June. During the summer, an interesting class in social 
problems came from the Cleveland Extension School to the 
Sociology Division for half an hour of reading twice a 
week for six weeks. An outline of the course was sent in 
and the division collected in advance the material for each 
visit. At first the forty-five members came in one group, 
but were later divided into two sections, to the relief of 
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the division, since it required considerable ingenuity to 
provide forty-five people with suitable material on the 
same subject at the same moment. Beginning in the fall, 
Cleveland College has conducted nine classes weekly in 
the building, and the Graduate School of Western Reserve 
University two classes. The Cleveland Council of Par-
ents and Teachers conducted a six weeks' course in Parlia-
mentary Law with one delegate from each Parent-Teacher 
Association in the city. Among cultural or welfare groups 
holding regular meetings in the building are the Humane 
Society, the Cleveland Settlement Union, the Etymological 
Society, the Cleveland Hiking Club, two large Bible-study 
classes, the National Society of New England Women, and 
four patriotic organizations. 

The establishment of a normal training school for 
teaching-sisters at St. John's Catholic Cathedral brought 
many earnest students to the library, as the school has no 
library as yet. The lack, until very recently, of an adequate 
library at the Y. M. C. A. School of Technology, sent 
a number of groups of young men to us. Books have 
been loaned to Cleveland College and other institutions for 
long periods, when they could be spared, and many pro-
fessors have had reserve shelves here. 

We have been happy to have a share in the splendid 
educational work which is being carried on in many places 
of business. The Ohio Bell Telephone Company has been 
studying the problem of the employees' leisure time, and 
the Fine Arts Division contributed books on handicrafts 
for girls. The director of the May Company's Better 
Budget Bureau gave a series of lectures on Oriental rugs, 
and at the request of the store this division supplied books 
on the subject. The educational director of another large 
store borrowed books on lace, planning to make simple 
charts illustrating the various kinds of lace for the infor-
mation of the saleswomen. 

Lists for groups are another form of cooperation much 
in demand, ranging from those compiled annually for the 
Institute of Foreign Affairs and special lists such as that 
on "Ibsen and Modern Drama" for the course of lectures 
given at the Play House under the auspices of the Adult 
Education Association, to innumerable reading lists such as 
those prepared by the Division of Philosophy and Religion 
to accompany the course of lectures on comparative relig-
ion given at the Temple, and those prepared monthly by the 
Sociology Division for the Rubicon Club of four hundred 
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and fifty members, on such subjects as casualty insurance 
and cooperative buying. A larger field was reached by 
the list of recent material on prohibition requested from 
the national headquarters of the League of Women Voters, 
for recommendation to its members throughout the coun-
try. 

SIGHT TO THE BLIND. The first question usually asked 
by a seeing borrower is "What new books have you?" 
and those who see with their finger-tips ask the same ques-
tion. In 1928, 186 titles in 911 volumes were purchased by 
the library for its blind readers, 17 titles in 55 volumes 
were contributed by the Board of Education, and 20 titles 
in 115 volumes by the volunteer transcribers, a total of 
223 new titles in 966 volumes. The collection now com-
prises 6,128 volumes. More than a thousand books go out 
each month. 

The new juvenile books embossed from the list pre-
pared by the American Library Association Committee on 
Work with the Blind are filling a long-felt need for our 
younger readers. 

The Reader's Digest has lately been made available 
in Braille and proves a real acquisition enthusiastically 
received by blind readers, the library having purchased 
five copies. 

The Chi Omega Sorority is the first group in Cleve-
land to pledge itself to braille a book. The title chosen is 
Carhart and McGhee's lovely poetry anthology, Through 
magic casements, which will be in four volumes, embossed 
on both sides of the page, and will cost $437.40. This 
entitles the donors to twenty-five copies of the book to be 
distributed as they choose, the remainder of the edition 
being available for purchase by other libraries and indi-
viduals. The interest and enthusiasm of this group is so 
great that we hope it will rally others to the cause. 

T H E J O H N G . W H I T E COLLECTION. Unusual in such 
a large benefactor was the freedom granted by Mr. White 
in the administration of this collection. There were no 
inconvenient restrictions originating in a giver's pride. 
Books could be grouped or separated, issued or locked up, 
as seemed best. Mr. White's satisfaction lay in having 
made possible this vast array of important material; he 
sought no other glory. It gratified him, however, to hear 
commendations of the books or learn of specific uses to 
which they had been put, particularly loans to out-of-town 
scholars. The upbuilding of learning in Cleveland and in 
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the country as a whole meant much to him; few have done 
as much to carry out a cherished purpose. 

ACCESSIONS. A special effort has been made to ac-
quire important reference works and long sets before they 
become prohibitive in price. In certain fields this effort 
has been attended by marked success. We now have, for 
example, one of the strongest collections of English his-
torical serials in this country, while the group of Italian 
historical society publications appears to be the largest in 
the Middle West. 

The General Reference collection is steadily gaining 
strength. To its atlases were added, among other items, 
the Geschiedkundige atlas van Nederland in 17 volumes, 
the munificent gift of Mr. White, and Wieder's Monu-
menta geographica, Other striking additions included the 
publications of the Academia das Sciencias of Lisbon, and 
of the Accademia dei Lincei at Rome, and the following: 
Bibliografia PolsJea, 26 volumes; Het boek, 16 volumes; 
Proceedings of the British Academy, 11 volumes; the Bul-
letin du bibliophile et du bibliothecaire, revue mensuelle, 
in 84 volumes; Abhandlungen der K. Akademie der Wis-
senschaften, Munich, Philosophisch-philologische und his-
torische classe, in 32 volumes; Pellechet's Catalogue general 
des incunables des bibliotheques publiques de France; 110 
volumes of the Revue critique d'histoire et de litterature; 
210 volumes of the Revue de Paris; 42 volumes of the An-
nals of the Biblioteca Nacional de Rio de Janeiro, and The 
Ashley library, by T. J. Wise. 

In philosophy and religion the most important sets 
added were the Abhandlungen zur Philosophic und ihrer 
Geschichte, and the Archiv fiir Religionswissenschaft. We 
continue to buy, as opportunity offers, complete editions 
of the works of eminent philosophers in the original: 
Fichte, Hegel and Schopenhauer were added during the 
past year. From the many beautiful and costly art 
books added, a few may be noted, e.g., Arnold Bocklin, 
4 volumes; Bossert's Encyclopaedia of colour decora-
tion; Collignon's Histoire de la sculpture grecque; Dela-
porte's Les vitraux de la cathcdraJe de Chartres; Ensko's 
American silversmiths and their marks; Giafferri's His-
tory of French masculine costume; The Russian icon, 
by Kondakov; Early Chinese bronzes, by Koop; English 
illuminated manuscripts of the XIVth and XVth cen-
turies, by Millar; Fans and fan leaves, by Schreiber; 
and six volumes of Drawings published by the Vasari 
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Society for the Reproduction of Drawings by Old Masters. 
The John G. White Collection now makes its first 

appearance in the column of purchases, as opposed to gifts. 
Since the bequest from Mr. White's estate was not immedi-
ately available, funds were allowed during the interim to 
renew subscriptions and take advantage of special oppor-
tunities. In this way we came into possession of a beauti-
ful volume on the mosques of Samarkand, issued by the 
Russian Archaeological Commission, Pleyte's Indonesian 
art, and a facsimile of an illuminated Hebrew service book 
of the fourteenth century. 

OUTSIDE THE WALLS. Not all of the library's patrons 
are to be found in the city of Cleveland nor even in the 
United States. From far-away Sormowo, in the Union of 
Socialist Soviet Republics, a former Clevelander inquired 
about a technical dictionary with Russian equivalents, and 
from Belgium came a request for photostats from our 
White Collection copy, of the sixteen pages missing in a 
book of Swiss folk songs owned by the Brussels Conserva-
tory of Music. 

Inquiries were received from every part of this coun-
try and from nearly every state in the union: from an 
architect in California for the name and status of an 
ancestor in the train of the English ambassador to Venice 
in 1542; from a correspondent in Winnipeg for informa-
tion about Cleveland; from a Florida printer for a list 
of libraries in the United States; from an Arizona Shake-
speare student for information about Cleveland's Shake-
speare Garden; from the editor of the Atlantic Monthly 
for data about the Spencer of copybook fame, to verify 
an allusion in the challenged Lincoln letters published in 
that magazine; from the Director of Personnel of the 
Utah Power and Light Company for bibliographies on 
personnel work and public relations; and from debaters 
from the Hayward High School in Wisconsin, to the 
Euzelian Literary Society of Wake Forest College, North 
Carolina, for material on their varied subjects. The his-
tory of Castile soap was carried back earlier through the 
resources of the White Collection than the inquirer (who 
said that in every town he consulted the library and in 
every library investigated this topic) had been able to 
carry it even in the Library of Congress. 

T H E BOOKSTALL. The Bookstall, conveniently placed 
in the Loan Division, and constantly refilled by the Gift 
Division, is a source of much enjoyment and benefit to 
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many people. There are some who read and chuckle over 
an ancient book of etiquette or an early Victorian romance. 
Many watch eagerly for a "prize"—some book which no 
one else may want, but which is of particular interest to 
them. One young man who had just finished paying for 
an immense Bible with large print and full page engrav-
ings, said " I have a grandmother who'll be glad of this. 
She can't read most print—and, say, do you know—I 
think I 'll get that anthology. I ' ll have to go without 
lunch, but it won't be here tomorrow," and away he hur-
ried with the two volumes. The Bookstall has been the 
means of adding $2,114.61 to our funds for new books. 

Editorial Department and Other Publicity 
Ten numbers of the Open Shelf were issued, and three 

numbers of the Library Log. 
Twenty-eight book lists ranged in size from ten titles 

on '4 Etching, its History and Technique," to a six-page 
printed list on "Home-making," and a nine-page mimeo-
graphed list with annotations entitled, " A Book Shelf of 
Negro Literature." A fair share of the lists arise out of 
specific occasions, but they are useful long after the orig-
inal event has gone by, and the more general lists become 
permanent guides (with occasional bringing up to date) 
to the resources of the Library. They steer and systema-
tize reading, and become adjuncts to community educa-
tion. "Advertising" is now in its sixth edition, "Science 
Tells Us," "Children," and "Astronomy" in their third, 
while a new folder, called "Hints on Home Study" prom-
ises continued popularity. 

Besides the above printed lists, numerous special lists, 
usually in typed form, were prepared for the use of a 
variety of groups including classes, clubs and discussion 
units. These lists are described at greater length, in the 
various departmental reports, for example in the Main 
Library report, p. 32. 

Twenty-five bookmarks and folders for general pub-
licity were published, besides the poster, program and post 
card publicity for the numerous lectures, concerts and 
entertainments both at Main Library and branches. 

A valuable phase of book and library publicity has 
been the staff contributions to city newspapers and peri-
odicals, house organs, trade magazines, the journals of 
the library profession and a few national newspapers and 
periodicals. 
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Regular contributions included monthly articles for 
eight numbers of the Cleveland Club Woman by Mrs. 
Julia S. Harron, Library Editor; eleven articles and lists 
for Your Garden magazine furnished by the Library Edi-
tor with the active cooperation of various staff members; 
nine monthly articles on books and the joys of reading for 
the Ohio Bell magazine, by Mrs. Florence Hill of the Sta-
tions Department; six articles on religious books for Church 
Life, by Miss Elima A. Foster, head of the Division of 
Philosophy and Religion, and a library letter to boys and 
girls appearing weekly under an attractive heading in the 
Lorain Avenue News-Bee and written by Miss Doris 
Pletscher, children's librarian of West Park Branch. 

Besides the above, thirteen of the branches have con-
tributed regularly to neighborhood newspapers published 
in English and several have contributed branch news regu-
larly to the newspapers in the foreign languages repre-
sented in greatest numbers in their clientele, the school 
libraries have made full and systematic use of the school 
publications, and the city and foreign newspapers have 
been supplied by the Publicity Office with the general li-
brary news, feature-stories and announcements. 

For fourteen years members of the School or Chil-
dren's departments have been selecting material for the 
magazine for blind children published by the Howe Pub-
lishing Society. In December this service was discontinued 
because financial support to the Society was withdrawn. 

Single articles on library matters, written by staff 
members, and appearing during the year, include, "The 
part of the library in adult education," by Miss Eastman, 
in the Journal of the American Association of University 
Women; "Exhibits behind glass in library buildings," by 
Miss Louise Prouty, in the Library Journal; "The chil-
dren's library in a changing world," by Miss Effie L. Power, 
in Libraries; "Censorship in the large library," by Miss 
Marilla W. Freeman, in the Library Journal; "Czech 
literature in American public libraries," by Mrs. E. E. 
Ledbetter in the Christian Science Monitor; "New books 
for young people in their teens," by Miss Jean C. Roos in 
the Library Journal; "Readers and primers in library 
children's rooms," by Miss Elizabeth D. Briggs, in the 
Elementary English Review; three articles by Mrs. Ina 
B. Roberts on library cooperation with plays and films, 
in the Billboard and Motion Picture News, and "Un-
covering springs,'' an article on the Stevenson Room Poetry 
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Group, by Miss Marie Emilie Gilchrist, in the Smith Col-
lege Alumnae Quarterly. 

Five numbers of the little library news sheet, The 
Noon Hour were published and distributed gratis to the 
staff by the Printing Division. 

Various literary achievements of staff members have 
indirectly contributed to library publicity: Miss Effie L. 
Power was co-author of a book of pioneering stories, Early 
days in Ohio; Mr. William F. Smythe published a volume 
of poems, From Victorian days; Miss Fern Long trans-
lated into English the contemporary Czech play, Peri-
pherie, for the Play House production; Mrs. Ina B. Roberts 
published a play, Disappointment; five poems by Mr. Gil-
bert 0. Ward were included in the Book of the Rhymers 
Club for 1928; two by Miss Marie E. Gilchrist appeared 
in New York Herald Tribune, Books; several by Mrs. Ina 
B. Roberts appeared in a number of periodicals; one by 
Miss Sara Himlinsky appeared in Footprints. 

EXHIBITS AND DISPLAYS. The installation of vertical 
display cases in the vestibules of new branch libraries is 
adding to the already considerable amount of display area 
in the whole library system, and Glenville Branch reports 
good results from its well lighted outside display case on 
the street level. The larger displays loaned us are exhibited 
at the Main Library, and some of the striking exhibits 
were: "American Book Illustration," loaned through the 
courtesy of the American Institute of Graphic Arts; a re-
markable Washington-Steuben group of prints loaned by 
Mr. George W. Bierce, with valuable papers and docu-
ments from the Steuben Society of Cleveland and several 
other sources; "Famous Scientists—Books By and About 
Them," based on a collection of autographs lent by Mr. 
John C. Pearson; the illustrated Western diaries of Mr. 
John G. White; and unique collections shown in celebra-
tion of the Bunyan and William Blake anniversaries. A 
showing of coins arranged by the Western Reserve Numis-
matic Club brought many inquirers to the coin books in 
the Fine Arts Division. Much interest was aroused by 
a number of colorful prints of Russian art, loaned by 
Miss Rita Klein of the Hough Branch staff; by a case dis-
playing the first purchases of the Gottdiener Memorial 
Fund for Hebrew Literature, and by the large photographs 
of the now famous Vermilion eagles studied by Professor 
F. H. Herrick. 

"Alice in Wonderland" held the attention of the 
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children for the two months of the display, and various 
school projects in Transportation and Communication at-
tracted both children and adults. 

Displays of book jackets have revived interest in mori-
bund books. These, 259 in number, have traveled through-
out the city and county, through the medium of branch, 
station, school and county libraries. They are first tried 
out in the main and foundation floor corridors of Main 
Library, under such headings as ' ' Keeping Up With Life ' ' 
and ' ' To Europe in Your Arm-Chair,' ' and have had such 
effective drawing-power that some of the book jackets have 
had to be changed daily to prevent foreclosure on indi-
vidual titles. 

As a result of a bulletin-board display of the Beading 
with a purpose series, one hundred and sixty-five of the 
booklets were sold at the Information Desk in six days. 

Branch Department 
N E W BUILDINGS AND BRANCHES. Again the most note-

worthy sign of progress in this department is indicated 
by the opening of a new branch building at Collinwood 
and by the addition to the library system of three branches: 
Nottingham, Mt. Pleasant, and West Park. 

Collinwood is a well established branch which for 
years, in badly crowded and most inconvenient rooms, has 
been trying to serve its community. " I t was the high 
mark in the history of the branch when, on March 15, 
1928, the doors of our fine new building were opened. A 
broad inviting entrance opens into a well proportioned 
and light delivery room. The dominating feature of this 
room is the large painting, 'The Ghost Story,' by Walter 
McEwen, which the Cleveland Museum of Art very gener-
ously loaned us. The Adult Circulation and Reference 
rooms on the right, the Children's and Young People's 
rooms on the left, are all equipped with new modern fur-
niture and steel shelving, cases and filing cabinets. In 
the Reference and Young People's rooms, fireplaces, 
bright pictures on the walls and colorful pottery add to 
the charm. 

"On our opening night, the entire neighborhood re-
sponded with an enthusiasm bred by long, patient antici-
pation. Many baskets of flowers and potted plants lent a 
festive air and were one expression of the congratulations 
showered upon us from our borrowers and other friends. 
A member of the staff acted as hostess in each part of the 
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library. Mr. A. A. Stearns, Vice-President of the Library 
Board of Trustees, conducted the program. Miss Eastman 
outlined future plans, there were brief addresses by prom-
inent local representatives including Mr. Frank P. Whit-
ney, Principal of Collinwood High School, Mr. T. G. Brooks 
of the Northeast Business Men's Association, Rev. C. N. 
Filson, Pastor of the Collinwood Church of Christ, Mr. 
C. A. Fleming of the Exchange Club, Miss Catherine 
Tuck of the Collinwood Y. W. C. A., Mr. W. E. Rice 
of the Collinwood Y. M. C. A. and Rev. C. R. Bair, Pastor 
of the Collinwood Congregational Church; also the Super-
visor of Branches and the branch librarian each spoke a 
few words of greeting. Music by the Collinwood High 
School Orchestra and Ninth Grade Girls' Glee Club was 
a pleasant feature." 

West Park is situated in an outlying district where 
there had been a school library but no general community 
library. It is therefore almost entirely an untilled field 
and offers an opportunity which challenges our best efforts. 

The building is simple and dignified and has the 
homelike aspect of certain types of English domestic archi-
tecture. The material is dull red brick with stone trim 
and a steeply slanting roof of slate, especially selected for 
its color effects. The style is modified English Tudor with 
a pointed gable dividing the two wings of the building and 
extended to form the entrance. Distinctive features are 
picturesque bays of leaded glass over the entrance and at 
each end of the building. 

Many have been the delighted comments on the charm, 
coziness and beauty of the building. The branch librarian 
says: 

"On March 29, 1928, after about a week of intensive 
publicity, we opened our doors. All day beautiful flowers 
arrived and by evening the library was a bower of gor-
geous color. Then in the evening the outside elements 
seemed to conspire against this festivity; rain, snow, sleet, 
and ice combined to make a most disagreeable winter night, 
but interest in the opening proved strong and in spite of 
the inclement weather 350 people were present. 

*' Colonel Whitlock, a West Side member of the Cleve-
land Library Board, presided. Miss Eastman and a num-
ber of representative people in the neighborhood, includ-
ing Mr. Horace Gwilym of the West Park Kiwanis Club, 
Rev. Harry A. Frost, Pastor of the West Park Congrega-
tional Church, Rev. Father Linus of the Franciscan Mon-
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astery, Mr. Foster 0. Narrows of the West Lorain Avenue 
Business Men's Association and Rev. J. H. L. Trout, Pas-
tor of the Bethany English Lutheran Church, all spoke 
briefly. 

"Dr . Works, Dean of the Graduate School of Library 
Science of Chicago, was also a guest and speaker. The 
Supervisor of Branches and the branch librarian extended 
greetings and the John Marshall High School Orchestra 
and the John Marshall Girls' Glee Club gave several well-
rendered musical selections. 

"The West Park territory includes four distinct busi-
ness sections. The people living in this community would, 
as a whole, be considered American, at least not distinctly 
foreign. There are many of German and Irish descent, 
with only a scattering of other foreign elements. Numer-
ous families have moved out from other sections of the 
city and there are a number who designate themselves as 
old West Park families." 

Turning from the extreme west part of the city to 
the extreme east, where Nottingham Branch is located, we 
find conditions somewhat similar to those at West Park. 
Although the community is not developed to the same de-
gree, it is growing rapidly and there is real need of the 
service of a neighborhood library. 

"We have the unique distinction of being the first 
and only 'house branch' in the Cleveland library system, 
as our library is a remodeled two-family house. 

"The location at the intersection of Nottingham Road 
and East 185th Street is convenient, for it is near the local 
business center and the street car, while bus service passes 
the door, and it is accessible to the residential Lake Shore 
Boulevard section through Nottingham Road and the new 
East 185th Street thoroughfare. 

"On the opening day, April 18, 1928, all the after-
noon and well into the evening, the building was crowTded 
to full capacity. The first borrower to register was a fire-
man from the fire station across the street, and the second 
was our next-door neighbor, the supervisor of the Notting-
ham Bell Telephone Exchange. 

"Our borrowers comprise many types of people. In 
the north and east, the larger and more distant sections, 
are young American couples who are establishing homes. 
South, west and along East 185th Street are Slovenians, 
Slovaks, Germans, Poles, Croatians, Italians and Hungari-
ans. In all, fourteen different nationalities are represented. 
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Many are using easy readers and primers along with our 
citizenship books and many more are already naturalized. 
One woman, asking for a book on the care of rabbits, said 
she could read it either in English or Slovenian." 

"The Mt. Pleasant Settlement gave a front room on 
the ground floor of their building for a library branch. 
Such a careful foundation had been laid by the Stations 
Department in its work that when the old Mt. Pleasant 
Settlement House Station became a branch, the work was 
primarily that of carrying on. 

" A t the time of the formal opening exercises of the 
Settlement House, Miss Eastman spoke enthusiastically of 
the close cooperation that had existed for many years be-
tween the Council Educational Alliance and the library, 
and hoped it would continue in the new building." 

NEIGHBORHOOD CHANGES. Because the character of 
neighborhoods and whole districts change with so much 
rapidity, it is essential that a branch librarian keep her ear 
to the ground and note all such changes. The observations 
of branch librarians on the national and race geography 
of the city are often surprising and nearly always of value. 
For example, the branch librarian at Alta says: " I t 
seems to be the general opinion that the population of this 
district is decreasing. Not, as yet, to any great extent, 
but the tendency is downward. There are several hun-
dred less children at Murray Hill School than there were 
five years ago. Many of the young people when they 
marry, instead of settling down with their parents, as used 
to be the custom, now want homes of their own, and are 
quite likely to move to some less congested neighborhood. 

' : The class which is most prosperous financially, moves 
into the finer residence districts as soon as they are able, 
that is, if they speak English and are more or less Ameri-
canized. These losses are not entirely counterbalanced by 
new arrivals. This tends to leave the un-Americanized 
Italians and the poorer families behind." 

The librarian of St. Clair reports another shifting in 
population: "Our branch neighborhood, the lower part 
of St. Clair Avenue, is 110 longer a business but a factory 
district. Old shacks and blocks are torn down and fac-
tories are taking their places. People are leaving this dis-
trict. By actual count, one of our assistants who went 
through the streets from East 55th to East 40th streets 
found 102 vacant houses. 

"Different reasons are given for these conditions. A 
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real estate man, who has his office across from the library, 
said he thought many could no longer keep up single houses 
because of straitened conditions. They can afford to rent 
an attic but not a house, so they crowd together in a few 
rooms or else leave the district." 

In the Quincy neighborhood, " the Negroes are moving 
in, crowding out the white people who have remained be-
cause they own their own homes. Our number of Negro 
borrowers has increased eleven per cent, making their 
number just one-half our total of borrowers. These people 
move a great deal, but instead of moving out of the neigh-
borhood, they move into a different locality. The children 
live around with different people, and generally several 
families live in the same house. 

' ' The children are interested when the children's libra-
rian visits the schools, and they come to the library, but 
they do not want to read and do not take out many books.'' 

Another outlying community, that at Rice, is showing 
increased growth. The branch librarian says: " I t is a 
great joy to work at Rice for it is located in a community 
that is changing for the better; visions are being fulfilled, 
dreams are coming true and new developments are being 
started. New people are coming into the district, new 
homes are being established by young people lately mar-
ried, and others are coming to give their children the bene-
fit of wider spaces and fresher air; everything and every-
one is full of life and hope. 

*' The neighborhood is made up of groups with various 
backgrounds, Americans whose roots are here and Ameri-
cans whose roots are still in the Old World; these groups, 
like the people who comprise them, are extremely individ-
ualistic, especially the Hungarians, and it is quite common 
to find several factions within the limits of one national or 
racial group. 

"There may be a common interest but there is no 
common working ground. As individuals they are de-
lightful and cooperative; it is quite easy to get the inter-
est of a group or faction and it is quite as easy to lose 
it if an opposition group manifests a like interest. 

" A n attorney talked eloquently and with inspiration 
on the spiritual value of breaking down barriers between 
foreign peoples, which to us, of course, meant people of all 
nationalities, but when Italians were mentioned he said 
firmly that only Hungarians and Bohemians, possibly 
Slovenians, could be included in his scheme. This spirit 



44 REPORT OF THE LIBBABIAN 

makes it necessary always to think in terms of several 
groups, instead of one community and we realize that the 
great need is for a friendly pulling together, sharing work 
and honors in order to carry through ideas in which all 
would profit." 

ACTIVITIES. Extra activities such as lectures and club 
meetings, which lead eventually to reading are a part of 
the work of many branches. Those which have enlisted 
the cooperation, not of various neighborhood organizations 
alone, but of organizations representing the whole city, 
are especially worthy of note. Three branches, Carnegie 
West, Collinwood, and West Park, have been especially 
fortunate in the combined help of the Adult Education 
Association, Art Museum, Natural History Museum, His-
torical Society, and Western Reserve University. The re-
sults of this interest have been to bring to the distant 
neighborhoods of West Park and Collinwood as well as 
to the immediate West Side, lectures and concerts, not 
heretofore available to that region. That such "Cultural 
Centers" are of value is very plain from the reports of 
the three branch librarians. Miss Davis of Carnegie West 
says: "Since practically all of the important educational 
institutions are centered on the East Side of the city, West 
Side residents are more or less cut off from these cultural 
opportunities. Miss Eastman has long cherished a plan 
for overcoming this disadvantage and Carnegie West, be-
cause of the large floor space and excellent lighting of its 
auditorium was chosen to carry out this experiment. When 
our Cultural Center was inaugurated, the Art Museum 
contributed pictures by Cleveland artists, which are so 
placed that they give an impression of color and beauty 
immediately as one enters the building; and, in addition 
to the two show cases which the Art Museum had been 
filling for some time past, the Museum of Natural History 
added a wall case for its own exhibits. The bulletin board 
along the south wall of the corridor was also placed at 
the disposal of the museums, so that now, at all times, there 
are interesting and beautiful things to be found in the 
corridor that should awaken in adults and children new 
interests and a finer appreciation of beaut}\ 

" I n addition to this, a course of free lectures was 
planned and on February 7th, Captain George F. Simmons 
gave the first of the series, an illustrated lecture about his 
adventures on the S. S. Blossom, in search of material 
for the Natural History Museum. The Museum of Natural 
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History case in the corridor was filled with rare birds and 
other specimens collected by Captain Simmons and it was 
planned to tie up each lecture in like manner with an 
exhibit of correlating material. 

"The total attendance for the twelve lectures was 
1,737, an average of 145 a lecture. It may take time to 
get the people in the habit of coming to these affairs, but 
those who do come seem to feel repaid. 

1' The following list shows the type of lectures given: 
Feb. 7 Capt. George F. Simmons Attendance 

'' Twenty Thousand Miles in the Blossom'' 
Exhibits of Specimens of Trip from Museum of 
Natural History 270 

Feb. 14 Concert by Trio from Cleveland Institute of Music 
Valentine Exhibit from Museum of Art 200 

Feb. 21 Henry Turner Bailey, Dean of the Cleveland School 
of Art 
"Value of Art to Cleveland" 185 

Feb. 28 Prof. Elbert J. Benton, Graduate School, Western 
Reserve University 
"Washington and his Time" with Photoplay 
Exhibit of Washington material from Western Reserve 
Historical Society 125 

Mar. 6 Charles F. Ramus, Museum of Art 
'' Pictures in the Home'; 

Exhibit of reproductions and masterpieces 78 
Mar. 13 Harold L. Madison, Museum of Natural History 

"Mound Builders of Ohio"—Illustrated lecture 185 
Mar. 20 Stanley McMichael 

'' Cleveland, Old and New''—Illustrated lecture 
Exhibit of early Cleveland material from Western 
Reserve Historical Society 200 

Mar. 27 Concert by Students of the Institute of Music 
String Quartette 100 

Apr. 3 Harold L. Madison, Museum of Natural History 
"What is Under Cleveland?" 
Exhibit of Geological Strata of Cleveland by Museum 
of Natural History 95 

Apr. 10 Musicale conducted by C. S. Metcalf 
Miss Helen Schuele, Mezzo Soprano 
Mrs. Francis Sykora, Piano 
J. Ehrich Sommer, Cello 
John B. Goodall, Violin 
Miss Frances Metcalf, Piano 
C. S. Metcalf, Cello 240 

Apr. 17 I. T. Frary of the Museum of Art 
"Early Homes in Ohio" 68 

Apr. 24 Miss Louise Boutelle, Cleveland Public Library 
'' Some Notable Biographies of the Season'' 
Exhibit of portraits of authors from the 
Cleveland Public Library 80 

Total for the twelve lectures 1,736 
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" I n addition to the exhibits already mentioned there 
was a collection of butterflies and another of Indian mate-
rial, both lent by the Museum of Natural History, also 
two cases filled with Mexican material lent by Mrs. Lucy 
Jenkins, who had spent several vacations in Mexico. 

"Through the Adult Education Association, a psychol-
ogy teacher was secured and a course of six lectures an-
nounced, for which each member was to pay a fee of 
$2.00. There were thirty-three present for the first lec-
ture and twenty-four signed up for the full course. 

" I n September, Mr. Walter Carter brought some of 
his drawings to be exhibited in our show case and offered 
to start a drawing club. Before long we had two groups, 
one of children and another of young people. After several 
mishaps and disappointments, the children's group was 
discontinued until after the holidays, but the older group 
has finally been taken over by the Museum of Art and 
under Mr. Charles Ramus promises to develop into some-
thing worth while." 

The fine cooperation of the Adult Education Associa-
tion and the Museums made it possible for West Park to 
have two illustrated lectures shortly after its opening, 
given respectively by Mr. F. Allen Whiting, Director of 
the Cleveland Museum of Art and Mr. Harold L. Madison, 
Director of the Museum of Natural History. The same 
lectures were also given at Collinwood and exhibits of illus-
trative materials were placed in the exhibit cases. 

"The first birthday of the new Rice Branch Library 
building was celebrated with an extensive program and 
continuous open house, during the week of February 27-
March 3. Among the special displays was a 'Homeland 
Exhibit,' consisting of beautiful examples of embroidery, 
pottery, paintings, jewelry and other articles representative 
of European life and culture, loaned through the courtesy 
of friends of the library. In addition, the Henry Beracs 
Memorial Collection of Hungarian etchings was loaned us 
by the Cleveland Museum of Art. There was a display of 
books, under the heading, 'Our Old World Backgrounds,' 
to tie up with this exhibit. The Vice-Librarian started 
the week with a delightful talk on the literature of per-
sonality, as featured in several modern biographies. 

" O n Tuesday the important event was the unveiling 
of the picture, 'Brother and Sister,' presented by the chil-
dren of Harvey Rice School. The Supervisor of Branches 
greeted the audience of teachers and children and after 
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songs by the school glee club, a presentation speech was 
made by Glen Boaeuf, a sixth grade pupil. 

"Tea was served to the teachers and librarians by 
the staff. Other birthday gifts included a woods-like green 
and brown vase, filled with pussy-willows, from the Fresh 
Air Camp; a Hungarian pottery pitcher and also a per-
fume bottle from the Social Mission Sisters, and lovely 
flowers from other friends. 

"Wednesday was Hungarian evening. Miss Eastman 
welcomed a thousand visitors, expressing the wish that 
they might enjoy the second year of their neighborhood 
library even more than the first. The Brenkacs Gypsy Band 
played colorful music, the Magyar Art Club gave a few 
dance numbers, and Professor Julius Mihalik of the Cleve-
land School of Art spoke briefly on Hungarian libraries, 
literature, art and gypsies. The stirring rhythms of the 
Rakoczy March, played by the Gypsy Band, marked the 
end of the program. 

"On Thursday evening about four hundred were en-
tertained by the Hegybeli Orchestra, playing musical favor-
ites from many lands and by Mr. Joseph Bilek, a blind 
accordian player. Miss Jean Roos gave a book-talk to 
about a hundred intermediates, on the last night of the 
celebration. We believe that the birthday week was worth 
while, notably, in that it contributed to a better under-
standing of racial and national characteristics. One of 
the gypsies who played in the orchestra came back after 
a few days to take out a card and this, according to Mr. 
Joseph Remenvi, is a story in itself, for 'gypsies never 
r e a d . ' " 

Clubrooms are in demand in several branches, these 
items from the Glenville calendar indicating the range of 
interests: " A very worth while drawing class, with a 
teacher from the Cleveland School of Art, organized in 
the fall and meeting every week; an informal reception to 
the Corner Club of Glenville, the large and thriving busi-
ness men's club of our corners, at which there was a talk 
by Miss Louise Prouty; a course of talks on social hygiene 
given to the Parent-Teacher group of the Oliver Wendeli 
Holmes School. This group also held a number of com-
mittee meetings." 

" A series of talks to be given in the Superior club-
rooms and planned to last through the fall and winter 
of 1928-29 was inaugurated in October, when we were 
fortunate enough to secure Mr. Shanti Bahadur, Y. A., a 
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Hindu who talked on his native India, using colored lan-
tern slides and for atmosphere lending some of his own 
soft black Numdah rugs for the floor, India prints of 
gorgeous color and unusual design for the walls and sev-
eral beautiful engraved and enameled pieces of brassware. 

"The second talk on 'Some recent plays," by the 
branch librarian, attracted the largest book-talk audience 
Superior ever had up to that time. 

"The next was a brilliant, stimulating talk, given by 
Mr. Joseph Remenyi, on 'Hungary, its people, history and 
literature.' " 

FOREIGN WORK. Despite the fact that the foreign-
born citizens are more and more making great efforts to 
read and speak our language fluently, they very naturally 
love books in the mother tongue best. This means that 
in a city such as ours, work with the foreign language 
collections continues to be important. 

The two largest foreign collections in a branch are 
located at Broadway. 

The Broadway branch librarian's unusual and sympa-
thetic understanding of people of the Slavonic countries 
and her cordial relationship with them brings many dis-
tinguished visitors to the branch; among them were, "Dr . 
Otaker Yocadlo, of the University of Prague, and Dr. 
Roman Dyboski, of the University of Cracow, both of 
whom are connected with the School of Slavonic Studies 
in King's College, London. Professor Yocadlo gave an 
address on Czechoslovak literature in our auditorium, and 
Professor Dyboski one on Polish literature. The lectures 
greatly stimulated previous interest and aroused real en-
thusiasm for Slavonic studies." 

Equally interesting and varied in its opportunities 
is the work with Hungarian books and people. 

"As a whole the Hungarian people at Carnegie West 
come and go very quietly, selecting their own books and 
only occasionally asking for help. The table containing 
papers and periodicals from Budapest is seldom vacant 
and back numbers of the magazines circulate anywhere 
from twelve to twenty-two times. 

"On January 8th a most interesting evening devoted 
to the life and works of the Hungarian poet, Endre Ady, 
was arranged by Miss Reich and Miss Helen Schroeder. 
City Manager Hopkins was one of the 560 people who 
attended. 

"Mrs. Helen Horvath's annual 'Homeland Artcraft 
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and Home Baking Exhibit,' held May 31st was both inter-
esting and colorful. The success of the special Art Ex-
hibit which was a part of this general exhibit, was largely 
due to the efforts of Mrs. Horvath and her niece, Miss 
Helen Schroeder, and to the generosity of the people who 
loaned them their treasures, which included pictures by 
Hungarian artists of Cleveland and a few works of art 
from Hungary. 

"People came and went all the afternoon and in the 
evening the chief speaker was Prof. Julius Mihalik of the 
Cleveland Museum of Art. The Library Players con-
cluded the evening by a performance of 'The China Pig ' 
and we had the pleasure of introducing the author, Mrs. 
De Forest Mellon (Evelyn Emig), who charmed everyone." 

On her return from a 'pilgrimage to Hungary' dur-
ing the summer, Mrs. Horvath gave an afternoon talk 
under that title to sixty-five Hungarian women. 

' ' The Hungarian Consul, Mr. Louis Alexy, Rev. Philip 
Barton, Mr. Arpad Bognar, violinist, and the Hungarian 
Workingmen's Singing Association, were the chief attrac-
tions at a 'Hungarian Evening' on November 23rd, when 
the auditorium was crowded to its limit." 

WORK WITH NEGROES. Perhaps no special phase of 
branch library endeavor is more demanding at present 
than the work with our colored borrowers. Unremitting 
effort is needed to understand these people who for genera-
tions have been so retarded, and are only beginning to 
realize the many opportunities open to them. The librari-
ans of the districts where the Negroes live are sincerely 
interested and their reports indicate great efforts to be 
of real service, and also show how much they must un-
ceasingly give of themselves in order to establish the 
reading habit in their borrowers. Three branches, Quincy, 
Friendly Inn and Sterling, carry on intensive work of this 
character. 

" A t Quincy we have stressed the work with the Negro, 
though this does not mean increase in the circulation, but 
a broader use of the branch as a social center. There 
are encouraging results in following the reading of a few 
individuals. 

"The Church of the Blessed Sacrament, the colored 
Catholic Church, has a small but interesting Parent-
Teacher Club. They especially enjoy hearing stories. The 
children's librarian gave them a happy evening in this 
way, and made a very pleasant contact. 
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"The list called 'A Book Shelf of Negro Literature,' 
compiled by the branch Committee on Work with the Col-
ored People, has been used a great deal with individuals. 
The comments have been very favorable. A committee 
from the branches doing work with colored people, has 
sent library announcements, book reviews, and lists of 
Negro books, each week, to the Call, the outstanding Negro 
paper. A list on ethical subjects was prepared for use 
this winter. This list has been very helpful as this is a 
special demand from the colored people. 

"Al l the new books on Negro literature have been 
reviewed and discussed at the branch staff meetings. In 
connection with these reviews there have been informal 
discussions of Negro characteristics, and ways of helping 
them in their reading. The staff has also kept in touch 
with the activities of the colored organizations." 

"Our problem at Friendly Inn has been an exceed-
ingly interesting one. Negro literature is developing to 
such a degree that a study of the Negro from a new and 
broadening point of view is resulting. We have had the 
opportunity of supplying the books for a course on the 
Negro, compiled by the Adult Education Division of the 
Senior Teachers' College. On January 20th we had the 
pleasure of a visit from Alain Locke, who praised our 
collection of Negro literature." 

"The list, 'A Book Shelf of Negro Literature,' brought 
some new borrowers to Sterling, as did also the course on 
the Negro in literature, given at Bolton School. The 
shelf in the Reference Room has been re-named and 'The 
Negro's Contribution to Literature' gives us a chance to 
draw attention to the great number of books by colored 
writers. This is the first stopping place for many, and 
so our Negro magazines and newspapers which are kept 
here, are well used." 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S ROOMS. Following in the footsteps 
of the Stevenson Room, the new Glenville Branch was 
proud to be the first of our branches to experiment with 
a room especially for the boj^s and girls of the teen age. 
The two new branches, Collinwood and West Park also 
have rooms for the young people. At Collinwood "the 
separate room for young people of high school age has 
already proved indispensable. The feeling of assurance 
with which one may direct the adolescent to this carefully 
selected collection for their recreational reading, more than 
compensates for the added work of establishing and main-
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taining it. In September a trained librarian was appointed 
to be in full charge of the room. She has accomplished a 
great deal of the foundation routine in compiling an 
author and title index and a complete annotation file, 
with typed copies of the notes pasted on the front flyleaf 
of the books, and in bringing a fiction subject file to us-
able proportions. There is a steady increase in the use 
of the room, due to our united efforts to make clear to 
the young people that it is not a children's room but one 
for young adults. Since the collection now takes care 
of the majority of their demands for recreational reading, 
and of their school needs including reference work, there 
are as many users of the room as can well be accommodated 
in its space or assisted by one librarian. Excellent cooper-
ation from Collinwood High School, publicity in local 
papers, attractive book exhibits with posters, and reading 
lists, have all helped to establish this timely phase of the 
work on a foundation for future development. 

"Splendid cooperation has come from the Collinwood 
High School in the project of naming the room. The 
English classes wrote essays suggesting names. This 
brought a number of the young people to the library for 
the first time. A general vote taken on six names chosen 
from the essays, proved that 'Mark Twain Room' was 
particularly favored. 

" A n exhibit of the essays written by the high school 
students and of works by Mark Twain was shown in the 
library. A special collection of that author's works is 
being made a feature of the room." 

For some time Miles Park has had an alcove, shelved 
with books especially desirable for young people, and now 
the branch librarians at South, Hough and Clark have 
tried a similar arrangement and report the results to be 
quite worth while. At South, " the intermediate alcove is 
being built up to the point where the young people use 
it without prompting. At first it was necessary to lead 
the boys and girls to this section and prove to them by 
definite titles that the collection contained books that they 
would like. But now we find them browsing around and 
choosing these books for themselves without the tactful 
persuasion of the assistant. With a good collection and 
such an attractive background there is no doubt that the 
use of the books will constantly increase." 

"To keep abreast of the times, Clark has started a 
Young People's Department. The books on the Board 
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of Education lists of Outside Reading and other titles 
especially recommended for young people have been 
shelved on one side of the center room. At first these 
books were quite neglected, but by personal work the idea 
got over and now many of the young people go to these 
shelves first. Our plan was to use this center room for 
young people and reserve the other room for adults and 
students, but the young people so outnumber these other 
groups, that they still overflow both rooms." 

A plan which has enlisted the cooperation of younger 
readers has proved very successful at Carnegie West. Here 
"through one of the leaders of an art class at the Com-
munity House, we worked out a cooperative scheme of 
poster making, whereby we furnished the cardboard and 
pictures and the pupils did the lettering. The boys were 
delighted to find they were making something that would 
be used in the library and proudly affixed their signatures 
in the corner of each poster and we, of course, were equally 
delighted, for their work was good." 

South Branch was proud of the fact that one of its 
young borrowers received the Stokes prize for a book re-
view. A page at Friendly Inn who is a member of the 
Book Explorers' Club, and an assistant at Clark, both 
had verses published in the Stevenson Room anthology, 
Preludes to poetry. 

PUBLICITY. New branches always find new and inter-
esting modes of telling people about the library, but when 
a new advertising medium comes to an old established 
branch it is worthy of note. 

"Unti l the summer of 1928, St. Clair never had an 
opportunity to contribute news of any kind in English to 
a local newspaper. 

"The Enakropavnost, a local Slovene daily, started 
publishing an English weekly paper, May 31, 1928. The 
paper, the Cleveland Journal, is primarily for the Slovenes 
of the second generation who speak English. It has about 
five pages and contains news items of immediate local inter-
est, articles on Slovene history, authors, poets, Slovene 
literature in general, and other news items. 

"Our first contribution appeared in the issue of June 
21st and since then only three issues have been printed 
without library news. The items sent in have ranged from 
a short Thanksgiving poem to a description of our new 
revolving bookcases. Sometimes we have appeared on 
the front page, as in the case of lecture announcements. 
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The articles and lists sent in are always published intact. 
"The series of lectures by Mr. Anton Druzina on 

'Slovene literature' had excellent notices. The editor of 
the Ameriska Domovina said among other things that he 
thanked the librarian for the opportunity given to the 
people to hear these lectures and that it took an American 
to show them the beauties of their own literature." 

FOREIGN COLLECTIONS. ' ' The Russian books,'' says the 
librarian of Woodland, "were transferred to the Main 
Library in the early summer, as comparatively few Rus-
sian readers now remain in our district. At first, those 
remaining were quite broken-hearted over the change but 
we hear no more about the subject and many have doubt-
less transferred their interest to the Foreign Division of 
the Main Library. The foreign readers are few, the Rus-
sians still leading the list, followed by Hungarians, Jews, 
Italians, and Germans. Most of the Italian books are taken 
by the children for their parents but the German adults 
come for themselves and expect a collection of books by 
modern German authors." 

' ' The Yiddish collection was transferred from Friendly 
Inn Branch to Mt. Pleasant Branch where it is housed in 
a club room of the Settlement and open to the public only 
three evenings a week. This is not nearly enough time, 
but all that the house feels it can give us. Books in Yid-
dish are loaned to eighteen different branches and distrib-
uting stations." 

SIMON MEMORIAL. After the death of Miss Hermine 
A. Simon, her many friends expressed a wish to establish 
some permanent memorial to her. These funds were given 
for the nucleus of a book collection, which was to be placed 
in the Reference Room of the Hough Branch, of which she 
was librarian for a great many years. Much care and 
thought has been given to the selection of a collection of 
books which should be worthy of her love and apprecia-
tion of the best in literature. 

BUILDINGS. Eleven branches had walls and ceilings 
washed or painted, and three had furniture entirely re-
finished. A new charging desk was installed at Clark and 
by its convenience has done much to help the work of the 
branch. Additional shelving space at St. Clair was obtained 
by an ingenious device of pivotal cases by the windows, 
this making 2,000 more books easily accessible. 

We regret that "late in October the Head Resident 
of Friendly Inn Settlement announced that the rooms the 
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branch had occupied for reference and foreign work were 
needed for settlement use. This decision necessitated the 
rearrangement of our entire adult collection, as the Ref-
erence Room alone housed over 2,000 books. A small 
room adjoining the Reference Room was assigned to help 
house our books. A new arrangement enables us to keep 
some of our reference and circulating books in the Adult 
Room." 

BRANCH OFFICE. The first assistant of the depart-
ment reports on the office work substantially as follows: 

"The Branch Office has had the pleasure of helping 
three new branches begin their book collections. For more 
than a year the entire routine preparation of the books 
for West Park was carried on in this office, and for sev-
eral months before their opening, books were not only 
prepared but selected for Mt. Pleasant and Nottingham 
branches. This of course involved a great deal of added 
routine and was carried 011 with very little extra time of 
a stenographer who was an unusually competent and able 
worker. 

"Some time in May, the book purchase for the new 
East 131st Street Branch, previously a station, was begun. 
The collection for the branch's new quarters is to be a 
good sized one and, in order to carry on the necessary 
routine work entailed, a full-time typist was added to the 
staff. 

"The Branch Department central book collection, 
now numbering 12,949 volumes, is gradually being built 
up, and with this larger collection it has been possible to 
do more constructive and thorough interloan work. 

"Helping to supplement the collections in the new 
young people's rooms at Collinwood and West Park as 
well as at Glenville, has been an interesting development. 
The librarians of these rooms have frequently expressed 
their need of a 'clearing house' and now they have begun 
to use this department for that purpose. There is always 
great joy in building up our special collection of illus-
trated editions which now has quite a representative num-
ber of illustrators. This collection has proved very help-
ful for reference and display purposes, especially during 
the opening of the new buildings and other special occa-
sions. 

"When Hiram House Branch became a station, the 
record-work for the handling of cancellations, transfers, 
and other business of its book collection was taken over by 
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this office. This routine will, we hope, be completed by 
the end of this year. 

"With the establishing of Cultural Centers at Collin-
wood and West Park> in addition to that at Carnegie West, 
as well as the many lectures, book-talks, and other enter-
tainments at the branches, there has been a tremendous 
increase in the amount of printed matter needed. In order 
to put it through the various channels quickly it has been 
necessary to systematize the requisition of such printing 
more minutely." 

GIFTS. A number of valuable and very welcome gifts 
received at three of the branches, Alta, Rice and West 
Park are reported under the head Gifts, p. 103. 

STAFF. The turnover among younger members of the 
staff has averaged about as in former years. Miss Reich, 
who for many years did most efficient work as librarian 
of the Carnegie West Branch received a well deserved 
advancement in being appointed librarian of the Cleveland 
Heights Library. As a result of this, six branch librarians 
were transferred, and four first assistants and two chil-
dren's librarians were appointed branch librarians. 

We know that no great American city can develop 
without a constant ebb and flow of population, therefore 
to establish branch libraries where there will continuously 
be an active and responsive clientele is impossible. The 
alert branch librarian will weigh each set of conditions 
and adapt her branch work to them. 

Children's Department 
The work with children has gone steadily forward. 

The past year is memorable because it marks the thirtieth 
anniversary of the opening of the first children's room 
in the Cleveland Public Library. 

In the quarters occupied by the Library in the Board 
of Education building on Euclid Avenue, near East 9th 
Street, a makeshift room was made by placing a wood 
and glass partition across the open entrance to the alcove 
nearest the street door; a second outside door was cut 
through, a separate receiving desk for children's use was 
set up, and the juvenile books were moved to their new 
location on February 22, 1898. 

This was the beginning of the creation of the clientele 
of juvenile readers, special book collections, trained chil-
dren's librarians and the well equipped modern children's 
rooms now found in our school and community branches. 
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The little black-stockinged girl of that day, in woolen 
dress and blue cape, with knitted cap pulled closely over 
two tight braids, has disappeared, and with her and her 
brother have gone long rows of Dotty Dimples, Little 
Prudys, Rollo books and Zigzag journeys. The modern 
children's room is well stocked with books that meet the 
tests of informed criticism and is used by self-confident 
girls and boys who know what they want and in most cases 
are only satisfied with the best. 

The outstanding features of our work during 1928 
have been an increased emphasis upon personal attention 
given individual children, story hours, reading clubs and 
other reading guidance methods, and a greater effort on 
our part to understand and to meet the reading require-
ments brought about by the revision of the public school 
curriculum. However, our final aim has been independ-
ent, not dependent readers. We have tried to make the 
children feel more and more that the library is not a 
place for schoolroom problems only, or for putting in the 
time, but an unexplored land of books. We want them to 
become self-reliant in their book quests, instead of depend-
ing entirely on the librarians; to look themselves for hidden 
treasures, and to branch out into new fields of reading. 

There have been more than the usual number of 
changes in staff, many senior children's librarians being 
replaced by junior children's librarians, but the lack of 
experience of the latter has in large measure been counter-
balanced by their well directed zeal and enthusiasm. It is 
also a pleasure to report a far greater adequacy in the 
book collection. 

The Director of Work with Children was absent on 
leave between January and September for the work of 
preparing a textbook on library service for children under 
the auspices of the American Library Association. During 
this period the conduct of the Children's Department was 
in the hands of Elizabeth D. Briggs, Head of the Lewis 
Carroll Room in the Main Library, who shares with the 
Director the credit for the year's work. 

With reference to the volume of work the following 
items may be of interest: 

Number of juvenile books on hand at 
the beginning of the year 366,200 

Gain during the year 54,584 
Number of juvenile books loaned 3,976,429 
Gain during the year 109,471 
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112,321 children attended 2,672 story hours in 
branches, schools and other centers. 

LIBRARY CLUBS. With the stressing of social contacts 
as one of the new developments in elementary education, 
more and more children are becoming interested in group 
activities and are eager to follow up their special interests 
and hobbies gregariously. 

Attendance at 119 library clubs holding 1,612 meet-
ings, was 18,410. The number of voluntary leaders en-
gaged was 123. 

An analysis of library club statistics shows: juvenile 
art clubs, 10; dramatic, 16; nature, 11; reading, 11; sew-
ing, 6; aviation, 4; stamp, 4; poetry, 3. Group meetings, 
in the library but under the immediate program supervi-
sion of other organizations, were Camp Fire, Girl Scouts, 
Lone Scouts, Girl Reserves, Naval and Marine Cadets, a 
total of 21. 

Some leaders continued from the previous season. 
The Girls Council Course furnished many names; West 
Technical High School provided four girls who had credit 
for this practical work, while others were from the College 
for Women, Art School, East High School, Heights High 
School, Natural History Museum, Art Museum, School of 
Education and various churches. Many were secured 
through the recommendation of librarians and club leaders 
already in the work. 

Beginning with January, the attention of the dra-
matic clubs was largely devoted to the play contest which 
occurred in March. Twelve clubs entered but three fell 
by the way so that three clubs appeared in each of the 
three preliminary contests, the winners of each contesting 
in the finals. The East 79th Street Fairy Footlights, and 
the Rice Twinkletoes lost to the Superior Bright Lights 
in the final competition and the silver cup was taken tri-
umphantly to the Superior Branch for exhibition during 
the year. The contests were all held at Woodland Branch 
and great credit for the smoothness of the arrangements 
is due to the cheerful assistance of all the Woodland staff. 
A noteworthy feature of the contest was the increased 
accuracy and finish with which the plays were learned 
and presented, a marked improvement, on the whole, over 
the preceding year's competition. 

Most successful was the Art Museum project which 
has been maturing for the four years since the first Mu-
seum prints were placed in the children's rooms for use 
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as studies. During the past year, ten juvenile drawing 
clubs and one adult draAving club have been organized 
and have maintained a good attendance. The hope of ob-
taining a city-wide paid worker, financed through a special 
fund, was talked of by Mr. Ege and Mrs. Dunn from the 
beginning of the year, until, finally, at the end of Decem-
ber a committee was called to discuss the matter and make 
a definite move to secure a gift of money which would 
enable us to have an art leader wherever there was a group 
of children ready to be organized in branches, other than 
the seven where art clubs were already in operation. So 
the club year closed like the exciting next-to-the-last in-
stallment of a serial story, with the outcome just a week 
away. 

LEWIS CARROLL ROOM. The comparative circulation 
figures of the Lewis Carroll Room show a decrease for 
the year of 824. The influenza epidemic doubtless con-
tributed to the decrease of 606 which occurred during the 
month of December, and the cutting down of the school 
enrollment at St. John's Cathedral School, the only one 
in the district, was probably responsible to a great extent 
for the apparent lack of growth. In this connection the 
fact that many teachers are depending upon the augu-
mented branch book collections for their supply of class-
room reference material should also be noted, whereas 
formerly the same teachers would draw as many books as 
the library rules permitted. On the other hand, reference 
use has increased steadily, but several hours of reading 
and the use of from ten to twenty-five books frequently 
adds nothing to the day's circulation record, or at the 
most only one or two books. 

READING INTERESTS. A comparison of circulation sta-
tistics of the Lewis Carroll Room in 1923 and 1928 shows 
very definite changes in book demands. During the period 
of five years there was a gain of 29,301, an increase greater 
than the total issue of 23,127 books in 1923. Science 
tripled, Useful Arts, Fiction and Fine Arts came next, the 
smallest gain was in Travel, History and Biography. A 
study of these figures from the point of view of those 
familiar with the work of the room indicates a greater 
emphasis upon scientific and technical subjects in the 
schools, a broadening of the children's interests along these 
lines, and a larger supply of attractive books to fill the 
demands. In accordance with the new school curriculum, 
music, art and poetry are likewise emphasized in a greater 



59 BE PORT OF TEE LIBRARIAN 

degree because all contribute to the child's cultural growth 
and are related to his everyday life. 

The work with children in the community branches 
offers endless variety. The problems arising are the usual 
ones of meeting the children's daily interests with better 
and better books. 

The Children's Librarian at Broadway Branch re-
ports : 1' Every method known to the staff is used to bring 
the right child and book together. But the children come 
faster than we can meet them individually so we are forced 
to resort to such devices as special racks and displays, 
printed suggestions, and group work through the teacher 
and school. A few we can reach personally and they in 
turn pass on suggestions to their friends. Children are 
splendid in helping each other select books. Everywhere 
among our readers is a live interest in reading. Our fear is 
not that they will read too little, but too much or too 
narrowly. But to allay that fear our records remind us 
that Alice in Wonderland, Little Women, Robinson Crusoe, 
Treasure Island, Tom Sawyer and Doctor Dolittle are our 
most popular titles." 

To quote from another report: ' :The Children's Room 
at Collinwood Branch Library offers remarkable oppor-
tunities for studying the reading interests of the indi-
vidual child. Because there are three distinct types of 
borrowers, the American child from the comfortable, sub-
stantial home; the Italian child, with his love of color and 
beauty and his greater emotional background, and the 
Slovenian child, more reserved than either, but yet appre-
ciative, there is chance for observing the differing response 
to the same type of literature. 

"Workers at the William H. Brett School, attended 
almost entirely by Italian children, have found that the 
three most popular books are Pinocchio, Peter Pan, and 
King Arthur, all highly imaginative examples. Here, as 
in other parts of the city, the Italian child shows his 
fondness for the fairy tale, and the book in which the 
fanciful element is strongly marked. The Slovenian child 
seems especially eager to read Bible stories and lives of 
saints. He is apt also to be interested in books dealing 
with science and the practical arts. The American boy 
or girl likes nothing better than a story centering around 
a character similar in circumstances to his or her own. All 
children are alike in their desire to get something which 
has appeared in the movies." 
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The reading of poetry has been fostered through 
story hours, poetry clubs, displays of photostat copies and 
the purchase of attractive books. New interest in poetry 
is reported from several centers throughout the system. 
The library club children are actually producing some 
creditable verse of their own and teachers are seeing a 
library influence in results within the classrooms. One of 
the teachers at the William H. Brett School has done 
much to further this interest by means of her poetry classes 
in which some really surprising talent is shown by these 
youngsters in writing original verse. 

STORY HOURS. The use of material from classic liter-
ature has been continued in the cycle story hours, the 
favorite sources being the Norse and Greek. The chil-
dren's librarian from Quincy Branch reports: "The 
'Adventures of Odysseus' was told to the older children. 
Odysseus is an especially good hero for Quincy because 
he had to meet existence under the most adverse circum-
stances and to fight. Every story hour brought at least 
100 children and gave us an increase of 360 over the year 
before. There is little beauty in the lives of our children 
but if through these hero tales we can contribute to ideals 
and give them an incentive toward some achievement we 
cannot hope to do more." 

Due to opportunities offered in the new building the 
Rice Branch little children's story hours took on new fea-
tures; a wood fire made the right background for the 
children's Christmas story hour, there was also a tree and 
a lovely creche loaned by the Social Mission sisters. A 
Christmas story hour was also held for the mothers who 
attended the English class meeting there. The groups 
for the Robin Hood stories told for the older boys and 
girls, maintained their numbers and interest through the 
winter. 

PARENTAL CO-OPERATION. The Lewis Carroll Room of 
the Main Library reports that "picture books and stories 
or poetry to read aloud to the pre-school child are requested 
more and more frequently by parents. Also the emphasis 
upon sex instruction has brought many fathers and mothers 
with a request for a book which may be put into the hands 
of the child of ten or even younger. Many come in person 
or telephone for advice in regard to lists of books for 
general reading or the purchase of encyclopedias or other 
sets for home use. ' I told the agent that I wished to 
consult the library before deciding,' or :My husband and 
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I don't agree as to the respective merits of such and such 
sets. What do you think?' are often recurring remarks." 

Brooklyn Branch says that the interest of both the 
parent and the child has developed to the extent of many 
of the children becoming the proud owners of books they 
have especially enjoyed within the library. " I t was grati-
fying indeed to view the ' Christopher Robin' books, proud-
ly displayed by little Jane as a Christmas gift from her 
father. Mothers and fathers accompanying their children 
to the library and talking over their child's special read-
ing interest with the assistant, is a welcome and daily oc-
currence. ' ' 

New cooperation on the part of parents is reported 
from other centers. They are coming to the various libra-
ries to inform themselves as to what their children should 
read and what material is available. The problem of 
traffic conditions in its noticeable effect on library attend-
ance should be mentioned in this connection. Where the 
libraries are in dangerous traffic zones, mothers are find-
ing it more and more necessary to forbid their younger 
children to come to the library unaccompanied. Traffic 
conditions about Edgewater, Temple and Broadway 
branches are especially bad. 

T H E TRANSIENT CHILD. We know that a continually 
migrating public does not help to build up any library and 
the problem of the transient child looms large because 
it makes for more activity without appreciable results. 
Hough, once the branch with the most stable neighborhood, 
is feeling the change keenly. "Children come and go," 
says the branch librarian. "Some of the families move 
several times a year. This is the only kind of life many 
of them know or ever will know, so we must do what we 
can during the short time they are with us. It is through 
our schools that we are able to reach the largest numbers.' ' 
Quincy reports: "One must always be alert to win the 
attention of the new children moving in ." In the St. 
Clair Branch district the old residents are moving out 
toward Nottingham and Collinwood. The newcomers are 
of the shiftless, roving type and the children are the chief 
sufferers. "Broken homes seem to be the rule and Case 
School reports that most of the children are underweight.' ' 

SCHOOL U S E OF THE CHILDREN'S ROOMS. Friendly Inn 
reports, "The schools have cooperated with all overtures 
of the librarians. The teachers seem to realize how eager 
we are to serve them and they in turn, assure us of their 
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need of onr help if they are to get the desired results in 
the project assignments. The projects are bringing the 
children to the library more and more. Very often the 
topic is so specialized that we have no material in the 
juvenile books, or it is so briefly and inadequately treated 
there that we have to resort to the adult collection. We 
are encouraging the teachers to send lists of subjects ahead 
of time so that we may have some of the better books on 
reserve for table use. In this way only, can we take care 
of the more difficult reference questions from the popular 
books owned by the branch, since the children cannot as 
a rule wait for any material we might be able to borrow 
from Main Library. We have borrowed a great deal of 
material on costumes and dances until we can round out 
our own collection. There is much of this material called 
for in the pageant work in the schools. Case-Woodland 
School put on quite a remarkable history pageant this 
fall in which every room took par t . " 

Glenville finds a pleasing spirit of cooperation in the 
schools. "Eleven classes have made library visits this fall, 
one of the most interesting being a class scheduled for a 
visit next day to the Natural History Museum. They 
spent an hour at the library studying trees, each of the 
forty-one children having a book and a definite assignment 
to be read. Another class studied jungle animals in the 
same way. Both teachers reported that they felt well 
repaid, for during the next day's visit to the museum the 
class was interested and intelligent beyond all expecta-
tions. A class that was writing a play on Washington's 
winter at Valley Forge came to get atmosphere and ma-
terial. Another that had been learning some German, 
French, Indian and Japanese lullabies came to study 
cradles and dress of little children of many different coun-
tries. These groups have seemed very worth while." 

In the school reference work at Rice, "children are 
increasingly using several sources for material. Hardly 
a day goes by without a request for some poem to fit some 
special subject. One teacher at present is having her chil-
dren take a trip around the world, drawing maps and 
looking up each place and country. Another planned a 
special study of castle life, each child taking a character. 
Those with the best marks were lords and ladies, those 
with the poorest were scullions. 

" It is stimulating to go from woodchucks and magnets 
for the third grade, to pictures of Henry the Navigator 
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and how blacksmiths twenty-five years ago differed from 
those of today." 

Superior reports that 4' at the beginning of the second 
semester in February, Doan School became an experimental 
nature study curriculum center for the Cleveland schools. 
The change came very suddenly and made a vast difference 
in the reference work at Superior. The nature collection 
was at first inadequate to meet the tremendous demand. 
Books were borrowed and pictures were hastily mounted. 
Now, with all the new books which have come, we have little 
difficulty in finding enough material, even to satisfy the 
little girl who wanted 'a lot about the eggs of the carpet 
beetle' and the boy who wanted a 'whole book on the jaws 
of the roach.' " 

The aim at Carnegie West has been " to have the sixth 
grade from every school in this district visit the library 
for instruction. This was accomplished with the exception 
of one small private school which draws children from 
other and wealthier districts. I t was a new thing for the 
parochial schools and the response has been very enthusi-
astic. If this policy is continued from year to year we can 
be sure that almost every child in this vicinity has visited 
the Library at least once. We have been asked whether 
this work results in an increase in circulation, but we do 
not know definitely whether that is an immediate result. 
We do feel, however, that the teachers and children who 
visit the library leave with a better understanding of 
library ways, and a feeling of acquaintance with the library 
personnel.'' 

A surprising number of children at Brooklyn Branch 
put the selection of their reading entirely in the hands of 
the children's librarian. "Will you please find me a good 
book" is an oft-repeated question. "However," writes the 
branch librarian, "we discovered that simply asking the 
child what grade he was in was not sufficient guide in 
determining his reading ability and what books were suited 
to him, as many of the children are in advanced classes 
and rated as high I.Q's. This problem has been partially 
solved by conferring with the teachers in charge of the 
advanced groups and having the children tell us the 
teacher's name instead of the grade, when we know instant-
ly whether the child is in a borderline or advanced class." 

CHILDREN'S ROOMS IN N E W BUILDINGS. The children's 
rooms in the new buildings opened during the year have 
been well used. West Park, in its semi-rural district has 
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been developing slowly but surely. The children's libra-
rian says: " W e feel that we are pioneers, and that the 
field is big, but the very ways which were most difficult 
have led to greater inspiration; and we see ahead a result 
which will be worth while and a joy to accomplish." Mt. 
Pleasant, being in a thickly populated district of children, 
largely Jewish and therefore readers, has been crowded 
beyond its capacity. 

The pioneer spirit that understands and meets new 
conditions is the moving force in our older libraries as 
well as our newer ones, because, while buildings and organ-
izations remain, population shifts from district to district 
and generations of children come and go. Each day 
brings new problems to a children's librarian and to seeing 
eyes, no monotony. 

W O R K W I T H CHILDREN IN STATIONS. The work of the 
Stations Department is directed toward introducing the 
library in new districts and in developing certain com-
munity agencies to the point where they can be taken 
over as regular branches by the Branch Department. Four 
changes, all affecting the work with children, are noted 
elsewhere, in reference to Mt. Pleasant, East 131st Street, 
Hiram House, Fullerton School and Fleet House agencies. 

The work with child welfare organizations was con-
tinued and extended. Probably the greatest expansion was 
in the story hours held in the city's hospitals. 

INSTRUCTION IN W O R K WITH CHILDREN. The Senior 
Class in Work with Children was under the direction of 
Helen Martin, Assistant Professor at Western Reserve 
School of Library Science, between January and June, 
during the absence of the Director. Twelve members were 
graduated. The class which entered in September is made 
up of sixteen students, including two from Canada. As 
formerly, the aid of these students as staff members has 
been very valuable. Beginning in September the Director 
has conducted for Cleveland College a class of thirty-five 
students in the study of Children's Literature. This group 
includes twenty-five staff members, counting those from the 
County Library Department. This course is comparable 
to the special training given the junior children's libra-
rians in the Library School, and offers opportunities to 
those who are unable to take the entire Library School 
course in residence. 
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School Department 
Each year I am faced with the utter impossibility of 

trying to give in a few pages, an impression of the year's 
work in the School Department. Each year I realize the 
inadequacy of occasional extracts from individual reports 
since they give only scrappy ideas of the work as a whole 
and the real significance of what is being accomplished 
frequently goes by the board. The real significance of 
our work lies in the fact that our library service in schools 
rolls on with the force of a swiftly moving river, occasion-
ally branching out in new bays and inlets but maintain-
ing a steady volume of day by day, unspectacular but 
very intensive service. The tangible result shows in the 
home use of 1,887,773 books, which is 23.2 per cent of the 
entire circulation of the system. The intangible result, 
only to be discovered by a more intimate examination of 
the work, is an increasing influence in the lives of our 
school young people shown in their own appropriation of 
what the school library offers, namely, a place not only to 
get, but to give service; a collection of books containing 
not only necessary aids for current school demands, but 
unexpected " f inds" of enduring interest, and a librarian 
who is not simply somebody to charge books for the stu-
dent, but an understanding friend who chooses books for 
individuals. 

READING GUIDANCE. A school librarian does a good 
job if she keeps a well balanced book collection, is ac-
quainted with the curriculum and provides sufficient mate-
rial for teachers and pupils for their reference work. She 
does a better job if in addition to this well recognized 
type of service, or along with it, she is able to individual-
ize the pupils sufficiently to develop varied reading tastes. 
How or when has she the leisure for such study or the 
chance to try experiments? Frequently the opportunity 
comes about through working with a teacher who is inter-
ested in the same idea. From John Adams High School 
comes this report: " A beginning has been made in work-
ing with groups on the subject of improving the pupils' 
recreational reading. Requests have come from teachers 
for lists of books on such subjects as books of non-fiction for 
girls and books for tenth grade English classes which would 
interest pupils who did not like to read. Along with these 
requests has come the invitation to speak to both classes 
and clubs on the subject of reading, and the discussion 
which has followed has invariably caused the pupils them-
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selves to raise the question why some books were good and 
others poor. 

"This fall the experiment was tried of bringing a 
twelfth grade class to the library and letting them spend 
a period browsing and reading before selecting a book 
for a book report. The only restriction the teacher made 
was that the books must be non-fiction. Beforehand, I 
had selected fifty or sixty books, from which the class 
might choose, which were suitable and at the same time 
interesting. The following comments from their reports 
give some idea of the enjoyment and the benefit which 
the pupils obtained: ' I think that period in the library 
was well spent time, for there I found books which would 
never have struck my fancy.' ' I have just begun to like 
plays so I don't know many good dramatists. That period 
m the library gave me the opportunity to become acquainted 
with A. A. Milne's plays which I enjoy immensely.' The 
comment of one boy, ' I have never liked the school library 
but this book showed me that there are good books here 
in school,' is an example of the frankness and sincerity 
of their statements. A girl in her report on Beebe's 
Pheasant jungles said, 'A good way to travel, is to read 
this book.' I believe all of these comments give at least 
a glimpse into the opportunities for increasing the students' 
pleasure in their school work, of broadening their read-
ing interests, and of giving suitable books to different types 
of pupils. Because the English classes offer a good field 
for this kind of worth while cooperation, I am hoping to 
do more group work another semester." 

Glenville High School reports: '4 One experiment was 
tried in cooperation with a teacher, who was working with 
a 'C ' English group. We find that such retarded groups 
need help in working up an interest in the books suitable 
for their recreational reading. Of their own accord, they 
will read fiction of rather mediocre grade because these 
books are apt to be printed in larger type and are more 
easily read than non-fiction or the better class of fiction. 
They will seldom read non-fiction from choice. Their 
teacher wished to widen their reading interests and at 
the same time to tie up their recreational reading with 
their work. The class was using as texts Hyde's Modern 
biography and Law's Modern great Americans. After 
their interest had been caught by the brief sketches in 
these two books, the two groups were brought to the 
library to look over a biography collection we had pre-
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pared on the basis of whatever curiosities they had shown 
in class. By the end of the second visit each boy and 
girl had chosen a biography, and had begun to read it. 
At the end of a week they returned to their regular classes 
ready to report on their discoveries. Each pupil was 
given sufficient time to describe the interesting substance 
of what he had read. He not only enjoyed telling the 
class, but the class enjoyed listening to the story. As a 
group, they decided biography could be as interesting as 
the novel. 

"Two other experiments were tried with boys who 
needed individual attention. One of them had never 
learned to read understandingly. He was sent to the li-
brary regularly, and we selected for him simple, short, 
interesting articles. By the end of the term he was able 
to read short stories easily, and to find an interesting 
book for himself. Since this exercise, he comes to us for 
help in selecting material for class use. He occasionally 
takes out a book for recreational reading. 

"Another boy read constantly but he would not do 
well in class. By accident it was discovered that he would 
do good work in composition when he was writing infor-
mally for us. (It should be explained that often we give 
new books to pupils and ask them to write us brief reviews.) 
By assembling this pupil's reviews and encouraging him 
to write more, we were able to help the English teacher 
to get a better idea of his real ability." 

Children's Book Week always gives opportunity for 
special work in offering reading suggestions. Two accounts 
have been selected from the many that might be given: 

Patrick Henry chose to feature ' ' Hobbies in Reading' ' 
and "as a drawing card, exhibited the hobbies of many 
of the children. There were six special collections of 
books displayed: Books on Hobbies; Biography as a Hob-
by; Poetry as a Hobby; Nature and Animal Books as a 
Hobby; Travel Books as a Hobby; Older Girls' Favorites 
(miscellaneous collection). The children were very en-
thusiastic and brought many interesting things to exhibit, 
including stamp collections, coins, aeroplane models, but-
ton collections, flags, ship models, a model village, a Latin 
newspaper, Indian relics. Collinwood Branch very kindly 
loaned us a display case in which we exhibited the aero-
plane models, coins, and rare stamps. A natural science 
collection of shells, fossils, rocks and minerals, butterflies 
and beetles, brought by a 7B boy, attracted a great deal 
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of interest. This boy, who plans to be a scientist when he 
grows up, came to the library one period each day and 
talked about his collection to the children in the library. 
Our books on shells, moths, butterflies and rocks proved 
very popular. The library looked very festive with flowers, 
posters and the illustrated editions of books in addition to 
the other exhibits. Practically every pupil in the school 
spent at least one period in the library and some came 
every day, for the English teachers gave permits very 
generously in all their classes. The entire week was given 
over to the celebration, with relaxed discipline which al-
lowed the children to talk about books with each other 
and with the librarians. It was a wonderful opportunity 
to discover some of the interests of pupils who had been 
problems in the library. One boy who classifies in a slow 
group and who had been very much of a nuisance, came 
in every day and spent a period reading from the poetry 
exhibit. He was first attracted by the illustrated edition 
of The courtship of Miles Standish. Any book chosen from 
the exhibits was acceptable for book reviews. Special re-
ports were made on personal hobbies in reading, favorite 
books, and like topics. That the children enjoyed the 
Book Week celebration was very evident from the many 
comments made to the librarians and teachers." 

" A t Fairmount Junior High, Children's Book Week 
was celebrated with more than the usual fervor, practically 
every department in the school taking some part in its 
observance. A daily bulletin to teachers kept home rooms 
informed of special exhibits in the library, while bulletin 
boards and blackboards were made attractive with book 
jackets and quotations. Special bookmarks printed in the 
school were given to all who took books from the library. 
The Printing Department also printed folders contain-
ing the questions of the Book Game, a different folder 
being planned for each grade, while various art classes 
designed book jackets in paper and cut-work or book-
plates to be printed from linoleum blocks. Forty-five-
minute talks on 'Children's books of long ago' were 
given by the librarian to eight groups of three hundred 
and thirty-six students, and the story of 'The doomed 
prince' was read by Miss Katharine Gibson of the Art 
Museum from her book The golden bird, to one hundred 
and seventy-five children at a special assembly. Home 
room teachers were encouraged to read or tell stories each 
day, these stories ranging from one of 0. Henry's stor-
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ies to the adventures of 'Count Luckner, Sea Devil.' " 
At Gilbert School the following experiment was tried 

to find out just what percentage of the pupils were non-
borrowers: " A large scrapbook was made just before 
school opened, containing the following sections: (a) Read-
ing Charts (b) Book Reviews (c) Library Clubs (d) Li-
brary Instruction (e) Class Librarians (f) Primary Grades 
(g) Book Characters—Can You Guess Them? 

(a) The reading charts, one for each class, contained 
the names of every individual child. A careful record 
was kept after the names, of the number of books drawn 
during each library period. Also a graph was made of 
each class total. At a glance, the librarian was able to 
tell which children were not drawing books. When they 
were questioned, many excuses were given. Some lacked 
interest and only the proper encouragement was needed. 
Some owed fines, which they were encouraged to pay, even 
if only a cent at a time, thus gaining the privilege of 
drawing one book until the fines were all paid. Others 
said their parents objected; in these cases, home visits 
were made and the policy of the library carefully explained 
with some very good results. 

Of course, there are many good reasons for and 
against this plan, but I have felt that it was very profitable 
in our case, for Gilbert has little chance to grow and we 
do want to make the most of our opportunities. Now, 
as a result of this experiment, I feel as though I know 
exactly what every child in the building is doing and 
why, and the possibilities for added activity. 

(b) By stressing the idea that great honor is due 
the children who succeed in getting book reviews into the 
Library Scrapbook, we have had some very surprising, 
in some cases, very elaborate results. A fourth grader 
surprised me to almost speechless wonder by presenting me 
with a very good review of Editha's burglar written and 
made into book form. It really was a clever piece of work 
and worthy of a much older student. She has had many 
imitators, of course, but, as a whole, the book reviews have 
been very interesting and also very stimulating, as the 
noticeable demand for the books reviewed has proved. 

(c and d) We are taking the entire year to complete 
the Scrapbook, and as our double period classes do not 
come until the second semester we have had no clubs and 
very little library instruction. That, we hope to take 
care of later on in the year. 
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(e) This is a chart for the class librarian and is 
for the overdues in each class. The records are kept in 
the book, so that each class may see just how they stand. 
We have had very few overdues and those for legitimate 
excuses, such as illness, so it aids in encouraging careful-
ness. 

(f) This is a most interesting division. The first 
and second grades do most surprising things. For exam-
ple, the librarian goes once in two weeks to pay a visit to 
each of the first grade rooms, usually telling several stor-
ies. Almost always the children draw pictures, illustrat-
ing the stories told. Some of these pictures are quite fas-
cinating and a few of the very best ones have been put in 
the Scrapbook, much to the owner's delight, and I should 
add, to the librarian's also. 

"The Scrapbook still has several months in which to 
grow, but it has proven well worth the time and trouble. 
Its contents show very definitely how we tie up our work 
with that of the school, and what a variety of interest the 
children themselves take in library activity. I feel that 
through the reading charts I have put my finger on the 
pulse of possibilities. I believe that almost all of the chil-
dren are reading at Gilbert; of course there are the few 
who do not and others who comprise a group of feeble 
readers, but I know how to work definitely for these, I 
know the ones that need guidance and those who can be 
left to follow their own inclinations. I am particularly 
pleased by the interest that the children themselves have 
shown in the Scrapbook; it will have to have a new set 
of covers before the year is out. 

"Another interesting experiment in recreational read-
ing which we have tried at Gilbert has been the reading 
aloud of the book Becky Landers. This is the first time 
that I have ever read aloud an entire book. I chose Becky 
Landers for several reasons. First because it was beyond 
the reading range of almost all of our boys and girls, sec-
ondly because it had so many possibilities as a leader to 
other books, and third because it would appeal to both boys 
and girls, and to almost any grade above the fourth. I 
chose for the experiment one high fourth grade, one fifth 
and two sixth grades, one of a high I.Q. and one of a low 
I.Q. Also, Becky Landers was a good choice for it contains 
splendid stopping places, with the needed suspense to carry 
over an entire week between class periods. 

' t The results of this reading have been very profitable: 
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(1) in the demand for the book itself; (2) in the demand 
for other titles by the same author; (3) for other books 
like it, such as The land of promise; (4) for books about 
pioneering days and pioneers, (all books on Daniel Boone 
and George Rogers Clark and their contemporaries are 
in constant use) ; and (5) the biggest surprise of all to 
me, especially in the case of the fourth grade, was that 
it led to the reading of Shakespeare. 

"Before I read from the book to any of the groups, I 
very carefully re-read the story, marking each place that 
I might use as a leader to other books, and in some places 
preparing extra stories and parallel anecdotes. In one 
chapter of the story, Mrs. Landers, the mother of Becky, 
conducts a school. She possesses only a few books, includ-
ing the Bible and a volume of Shakepeare, and naturally 
she has to teach reading to the children out of those. 
One pupil asks that they read the 'mercy' piece. A few 
lines of Portia's renowned speech are quoted. I paused in 
the reading to give the rest of the quotation. Our children 
demanded the story, when told that there was one of which 
this very beautiful quotation was a part. Now, every vol-
ume of Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare is out and even in 
some cases the actual Shakespeare text, because they too 
want to find the 'mercy' piece." 

BOOK SELECTION. Since there is such a continual 
drain upon the school librarian's knowledge of the con-
tents of books of all kinds, informational, general and rec-
reational, we are concerned with the problem of " in take." 
How can the information about books which they should 
have be given to them? We feel continually the need 
for more book meetings. The semi-monthly meetings after 
the general Round Table, are continued. But this gives 
opportunity for only the most cursory review of new books 
and we need discussion of books of proved value. 

We are trying through the Stevenson Room, with other 
branch and school librarians cooperating, to give more 
definite help in the selection of books. Briefly annotated 
lists of books which have been read and approved are com-
piled for use as suggestive buying lists. Books of fiction 
bought for the School Department collection are sent to 
the Stevenson Room staff and to school librarians for 
review and decision as to use, i.e., whether duplication for 
general open-shelf use with students, or limited duplica-
tion for the recreational reading of teachers. 

Book selection, never an easy problem, is becoming in-
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creasingly difficult in our school libraries. There is the 
continual drain upon the budget for new pedagogical ma-
terial, which is old oftentimes before we get it, so fast is 
the educational world moving these days; there is the in-
cessant demand for mediocre fiction by teachers, who wish 
to be served for all their needs through the school libraries, 
since, as they argue, these are branches of the Public Li-
brary. With scores of orders for Delmar's Bad girl and 
Van Dine's various '''murder cases," we could easily in-
crease our circulation by duplicating copies of these books. 
This we refuse to do, not in any attempt to censor the 
teacher's reading tastes, which would be quite unjustifiable, 
but, following up our old contention, that the books in the 
school libraries should be chosen on the basis of construc-
tive service to the majority of our clientele, i.e., for the 
students. Many of the books in the School Department 
collection are purchased for reserve use in the school li-
braries, to cover special assignments of work. Such books 
may be used constantly in the library room but do not 
increase statistics. 

T H E CURRICULUM AND THE LIBRARY. The Cleveland 
schools, like those of other cities, are undergoing a revision 
of their curricula. The effect of these changes upon the 
use of books in the libraries is important. Probably the 
new Social Science course makes more frequent and more in-
teresting demands than any other. In connection with 
this new course, a worth while piece of cooperation was 
carried on with the Curriculum Revision Committee. At 
their request a chapter 011 ' ' The place of the library in the 
junior high school" was written by a committee of junior 
high school librarians. In this chapter was given very 
concretely what might be expected from both librarian 
and teacher in the cooperative business of getting the best 
out of the library for the school. An outline of one of 
the projects, "Pur i tan and Cavalier in Ohio and the na-
tion," was included, with references on each topic. Sep-
arates of this chapter were reprinted and have been found 
useful by many people. 

The following comments on curriculum changes are 
worth citing: 

From South High: ' ' The use of science books increased 
almost 90 per cent. This may be directly traced to the 
new course of study in ninth grade science, as the ninth 
grade teachers seem to have followed that course very 
faithfully and have had the pupils consult the references 
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given in it. This circulation record of science books does 
not at all represent their full use, for during every study 
period there were many students using them in the 
library.' ' 

From Patrick Henry Junior High : 4 4 The new courses 
in social science have at times brought an overwhelming 
amount of work, but the children have been so interested, 
and so helpful in sharing material with one another that we 
were able to accommodate the large number who came to the 
library. In addition to the regular ninth grade general 
science classes, experimental courses were offered last Sep-
tember to the seventh and eighth grades. There has been 
no definite course of study for these two grades, the work 
developing as the classes progressed, partly through the 
questions and interest aroused during recitation periods. 
In this work the library has taken a considerable par t . " 

Central High School speaks of the change in type of 
student. "The majority are now colored children and it 
is almost impossible to carry on the same sort of reference 
work with them as was done with the Jewish pupils of a 
few years ago. The Enquirer's Club which was organized 
to study topics of current interest and held its meetings 
out of school hours, has been dropped. German, after a 
year's trial, has been dropped again. With the exception 
of typewriting, all the business courses were discontinued. 
The tenth grade course in commercial geography was also 
given up save for one class, and biology substituted. For 
years this geography course had necessitated a large amount 
of reference work and the book collection had been built 
up to meet the demand. The biology books were not plenti-
ful nor good, so many additions were made during the 
past term. 

" I n the music department there has been a develop-
ment most surprising in scope and interest. The number of 
courses has been increased and the quality of work greatly 
improved. Courses in music history are being given and 
in music theory; harmony, ear-training and sight singing 
are being studied, demanding of the library a very good 
collection of books on these subjects. We are building up 
these subjects as quickly as possible. A new course in 
orchestra conducting is to be added in 1929. In the instru-
mental work, a vocational orchestra has been introduced. 
This has drawn students from other schools as no other 
school gives this opportunity. They are receiving practice 
in small ensemble work, string trios and quartettes, wood 
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wind trios, and, in addition, theatre, moving picture and 
banquet orchestras are rehearsing. In connection with this 
work the library has furnished, by means of Main Library 
interloans, orchestra scores, music for ensemble practice 
and moving picture themes. A class in piano has also 
been started and more intensive work is being done in the 
vocal classes. There seems to be an unlimited field for 
library service in connection with these new courses. 

"The personal regimen and hygiene classes demand 
extensive reference work. The books on etiquette are 
always disappearing and there are never enough to meet 
the demand. The laundry, sign painting and printing 
classes are steady visitors. General science as always, re-
quires the use of many library books. The social science 
teachers have been borrowing the books and having the 
students work with them in the classrooms. This cuts 
down the number really working in the library but the 
teachers feel that the children do better note-taking under 
supervision.'' 

The School of Education writes: " 'Curriculum revi-
sion' is one of the modern educational fetiches and we have 
had much contact with it here. It was a great satisfaction 
to me that Children's Literature was kept as a required 
course, in view of the fact that, aside from the courses in 
Education, there are not many required subjects. The 
larger number of electives now offered materially affects 
the use of the library. We no longer have so many sec-
tions in one subject, nor do so many use a few titles from 
the reserved shelves, practically in the same way they 
would use textbooks, drawing them out night after night. 
Instead we have sudden calls for material we have used 
very little heretofore. When, with the wariness born of 
trying experience, we inquire, 'Has this topic been as-
signed to the whole class' the reply now comes with greater 
frequency, 'No; we have a list of topics to choose from, 
and I 'm the only one who took this.' Then we charge 
the book to the student for two weeks. While we highly 
approve of this method educationally, a simple mathe-
matical calculation shows that it is hard on our circula-
tion! For if ten girls, each with a different topic, take 
out three books for two weeks, we have a circulation of 
thirty for those books; whereas, under the former method, 
each book on reserve for a topic in great demand, circu-
lated ten times in two weeks. But that is by the way. 

"More and more the librarian of a school like this 
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needs to be able both to read minds and to look into the 
future. Indeed, if the schools of the prophets, mentioned 
in the Scriptures, were still functioning, that is where 
the Teachers College librarian should have graduate work! 
While many of the instructors do tell us what they will 
need for their new courses, others, alas, do not, and we 
limp along for a semester, with some mutual dissatisfac-
tion. This dissatisfaction would be greater, if it were 
not for the School Department collection, and for the 
splendid help given on requests for quick loans. (It must 
seem sometimes, that school librarians accept the many 
aids the School Department gives them rather as a mat-
ter of course. But this does not denote lack of apprecia-
tion, but rather the attitude an affectionate son has toward 
what his mother does for him: he accepts her help without 
saying much, but there is an undercurrent of gratitude 
that flows all the time.) 

"Another change in this year of changes has been the 
concentration of extension classes in this building. Most 
of the teachers' courses are being given in double periods, 
from 4:30 to 6:30 and from 7 :00 to 9 :00, the larger num-
ber on Tuesday evening, but a few on Thursday. There 
are also Saturday morning classes. It has been, of course, 
necessary to have the library open when classes were in 
session. We were very glad to do all we could to make 
the library's part in this new departure as serviceable as 
possible. Fortunately our books on Education are fairly 
adequate to demands from classes in the various aspects 
of that subject, and we were able to borrow from the Col-
lege for Women Library at short notice. Except in Music, 
we were able to answer all urgent needs, and Mr. Morgan 
has promised to give us six months' notice of future needs 
in that subject. Of course many of the teachers are 
perfectly willing, and in some cases prefer, to go to the 
Main Library with its much greater collection. 

"With new subjects coming into the curriculum, new 
libraries to be opened in the neighborhood, training to be 
given for teaching in the secondary as well as the ele-
mentary field, the book-buying presents many problems. 
Hence it behooves us to be cautious, and to follow the 
long tried policy of buying only what we cannot do with-
out." 

REFERENCE WORK. Reference work with teachers and 
pupils forms the bulk of the work of the librarians. As 
typical of what is going on in each school library in vary-
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ing degree, an account of the following experiment at 
Collinwood High School is given: 

" A study made of the reference questions which came 
to one of the library assistants gives some interesting facts. 
This study covered the month from April 9 to May 9 
and was made by an assistant who spent two mornings each 
week at the School of Library Science of Western Reserve 
University, where she was taking a course in library work 
with children. Because this survey was taken by only one 
of the three librarians who do reference work, and because 
she was absent two mornings in each week, it covers only a 
minor portion of the requests which come to the library. 
However, it does give an estimate of this important contri-
bution to the classroom work. 

"The following is a tabulation of the study, a chart 
which gave the librarian a hint of the places in which her 
library was not functioning, and indicated needs which 
must be met. 

Number of questions asked in each class: 
Social Science 197 
Biography 110 
Science 80 
History 56 
Literature 42 
Art and music 33 
Technical subjects 8 
General 6 

532 
Number of questions for each grade: 
Grade 7 47 
Grade 8 62 
Grade 9 67 
Grade 10 90 
Grade 11 17 
Grade 12 43 
" I t is interesting to note that of the 532 questions 

which came to this assistant during the 17 days of the 
experiment, only 19 were unanswered, showing that the 
book collection is meeting the needs of the school. The 
greatest number of questions came from Social Science 
classes as is to be expected. Since the next highest count 
is in biography, we may assume that our young people are 
not only learning facts but getting acquainted with per-
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sonalities behind those facts. Biographies on all subjects 
are in demand. 

"The following list of questions which were asked 
of this assistant librarian during one day gives an idea 
of the great variety of demands upon the book collection 
of our library: 

How to build model aeroplanes. 
Prevention of typhoid fever. 
How a bill becomes a law. 
Captain John Smith's 'True Relations of these Inci-

dents. ' 
Toads. 
Qualifications for Ohio voters. 
To whom was a certain sonnet of Shakespeare's ad-

dressed ? 
Napoleon's Russian campaign. 
Cleveland Girls' Reform School. 
Machine Shop work as a vocation. 
Lives and works of famous composers of music. 
Life of Edward Trudeau. 
Life of Walter Reed. 
Hardships of the first colonists in America. 
How many witnesses must an immigrant have to be-

come an American citizen? 
Lithuanian immigrants. 
What immigrants do after they come to America. 
Can 'a naturalized citizen go back to his original 

country and become a citizen? 
Life of Julius Caesar. 
Africa. 
Life of knights. 
How to make a bow and arrow. 
Discovery of steam. 
Birds. 
Destructive moths. 
History of transportation in France. 
Literature in colonial America. 
Hereditary diseases. 
Life of Prince Henry the Navigator. 
Immigrant labor in America. 
Life of Louis Pasteur. 
Weather. 
The natural resources of the United States. 
Pictures of aeroplanes for drawing. 
Life of Helen Keller. 
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Maps showing resources of the United States. 
Criticism of 'Idyls of the King.' 
Life of Isobel Pagan." 
It is an accepted fact that libraries fill a need, and are 

used advantageously in high schools. That a library may 
play as important a part in the life of an elementary 
school is coming to be recognized. At Mt. Auburn we 
have a demonstration of this fact. "The second year of 
library work at Mt. Auburn has had a most unusual mo-
tivation since, at the beginning of the year, this school 
was made a library curriculum center, the purpose of which 
Mr. Buckley, Superintendent of Elementary Schools, has 
defined: 'The aim of the library curriculum center will 
be to make the library the central core about which all 
the activities of the school will revolve. We hope to find 
that the library will serve as an integrating agent. It 
should help the pupil to extend his imagination as far as 
possible beyond his immediate experience and to form the 
valuable habit of reading and studying about the things 
which interest him.' It seems impossible to overestimate 
the challenge of this definition. Every school librarian 
knows that the great factor in the child's life outside his 
home is the teacher. She is to him the beginning and the 
end of wisdom; she sets his standards, and in a way she 
makes the first adjustments between him and the world. 
Every librarian, the world over, has dreamed that, in some 
happy age, every child will have a chance to read all the 
books he would like to read, and to find that he is to have 
his books under the enthusiastic, happy direction of the 
school is a mighty stride in education. 

"To meet this challenge we have felt that the library 
must have its place and aims clearly defined and we have 
therefore set as our one aim, to serve the teachers in the 
work they are doing." 

How this program has been carried out is seen from 
the following excerpts taken from the report made by Miss 
Lindeman, Director of Kindergarten at Mt. Auburn, whose 
work in connection with the library is outstanding. 

"Our children come from homes which contain very 
few books and where the families have a meager back-
ground of reading. Some of our children come to us with 
an interest in and a familiarity with books but in most cases 
this interest is aroused in the school. Our first duty then 
is to have books in the Kindergarten for the children to 
use. They come into contact with books their first day of 
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school and so we feel that our library work starts as early 
as that. 

' ' This is our informal procedure: We have a table 
in our room which is called the library table where the 
children can always find some books. Here they have 
ample space for looking at picture books and are never 
crowded with other kinds of material. The children learn 
how to handle these books, how to hold them and turn the 
pages. They also learn what to do with the books when 
through looking at them and in this way very quickly 
learn their responsibility in connection with the library 
table. We also have a book cupboard where the children 
can find still more books. Some of the books we use be-
long to the Kindergarten but the majority are loaned us 
by the library, the selection being made by the librarian 
and the teacher. We keep these books for a period of 
two weeks, when they are returned and another set is 
brought in. 

"Our next aim is to help the children become familiar 
with the library. They learn its location just as they do 
the other parts of the building. Very early in the term 
we take groups of children into the library where they can 
see just what it is like and can become acquainted with 
the librarian and her assistants. On this first visit the 
children are given time to look at picture books. The 
librarian sits down with the group and encourages the 
right handling of the books. The children make frequent 
visits to the library and each time become more familiar 
with the requirements of the place, such as keeping quiet 
in order not to disturb others who are working there. 
They also learn about having books charged and are given 
an opportunity to have some charged to take back to the 
Kindergarten. They learn in this way that most of our 
books are loaned to us from the library. 

"We also use the library for reference work. I will 
list a few examples of this: 

1. A child was making a turtle out of clay and did 
not know how many legs to add. We sent her into the 
library for pictures of turtles. Those she brought back 
did not show all four legs, one showed only the two front 
legs while the other two showed two legs on the side. The 
children figured out from this that the turtle must have 
four legs. 

2. Another child was making a poster decorated with 
free hand cutting. It was about a circus and she decided 
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to put a seal in her poster. She was not sure just how 
the seal looked and asked the teacher to help her with it. 
She was sent to the library for a picture of a seal and 
with the help of the picture cut a very good one. She her-
self was so delighted with it she wanted to take her work 
back to the library to show her results. We always en-
courage this, and the work is gratefully acknowledged in 
the library. 

3. Some boys decided to make a lighthouse and asked 
if they might go to the library for pictures to help them. 

4. In our discussions, stories, or in general conversa-
tion we often learn about a new object; a child, or a group 
of children, is sent to the library to find out more about 
the thing we are discussing. In The story of Mrs. Tubbs 
we hear about wasps and weasels. We send to the library 
for pictures and reading material about them. 

5. We were working on an Indian project. Some chil-
dren made costumes and were to take part in an Indian 
dance. To make them more familiar with Indian names, 
the children went to the library to look at pictures of those 
particular Indians. 

"With the help of the librarian I am preparing a list 
of books desirable for use in Kindergarten. We are for-
tunate in having a very good collection of books in our 
library and find it interesting to experiment with certain 
books. We study these books ourselves to know their pos-
sibilities before using them with the children. 

" A t our last mothers' meeting the librarian spoke to 
the mothers about buying books for the children for Christ-
mas. She invited them into the library to see these at-
tractive books and told them about the best editions to 
get. 

" W e try to work out a different project in connection 
with the library each semester and I am planning one to 
take place in the month of January. With our blocks and 
tables we will build a library large enough for the children 
to enter. Shelves will be made along the sides, a charg-
ing desk will also be needed. We will use some of the 
books from the library and ask that the children bring 
their books from home to add to the collection. This will 
help us to know what type of books they have at home 
and to contrast them with those from the library. We will 
also make some picture books for the project. The chil-
dren can take the parts of the librarian and the visitors 
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to the library. In this way we will culminate our library 
work for the semester. 

"We hope by this contact with the library while in the 
Kindergarten to lay the foundation for future work in the 
grades.'' 

RELATION OF LIBRARIAN TO THE SCHOOL. Under our 
system of school library administration, where the libra-
rian is not strictly speaking a member of the faculty, it is 
gratifying to see how many of them are treated as heads 
of departments. We felt it was particularly fortunate at 
John Adams, where the principal is holding bi-monthly 
meetings with the department heads. The librarian writes, 
" A t each meeting one member of the group presents a 
paper lasting thirty minutes. This is followed by a dis-
cussion which is supposed to last fifteen minutes but which 
frequently means one or more extra meetings. Such topics 
as the grouping of pupils by achievement as well as by 
ability, problems of supervision, testing pupils by maxi-
mum and minimum requirements in science, have been 
presented and have been the source of heated arguments. 
While these topics may sound decidedly technical to the 
layman, they are of great interest and value to a high 
school librarian, helping her to keep abreast of educa-
tional thought and to keep informed on the kind of re-
search which both heads of departments and teachers are 
doing in the school. It was indicative of the position the 
library holds in the school to have the principal ask the 
librarian to present a paper and to have him suggest among 
other subjects, the one chosen: 'How can the library serve 
our school better ?' This paper was followed by a forty-five-
minute discussion which was helpful to the librarian and 
which showed a fine spirit of cooperation and a keen appre-
ciation of our library aims by the principal and the heads 
of the different departments." 

More concrete instances of the inclusion of the libra-
rian in the intimate life and activities of the school might 
be mentioned, such as attendance at teachers' meetings, 
giving book-talks, and having frequent opportunity to 
present the library and its work. Each school librarian 
has been requested to write a report on her library, its 
history, aims and activities, as each head has been asked 
to write of his department, as a part of the material for 
Mr. Lake's book on secondary education. 

STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN LIBRARY SERVICE. T h e 
organization of student help continues, showing that the 
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interest aroused two years ago in connection with the 
campaign for missing books, was not a temporary burst 
of enthusiasm but something permanent. 

From among many school librarians' reports which 
speak of the work done by the School Councils, the follow-
ing are chosen to show the type of help given: 

South High. "One of the incidents that pleased us 
most in the first semester was having the president of the 
Student Council come and ask if he could form a library 
committee to help us in any way we wished. Of course 
we were only too delighted to accept his offer and the 
committee has been of real assistance to us in clearing up 
overdue fines and collecting overdue books.'' 

John Adams. " I n March, the routine work of over-
dues was so heavy that we asked if the Student Council 
would assist us in notifying students of overdue books 
and library fines. Since then the one hundred Student 
Council representatives come to the library one day each 
week to get the cards for students in their rooms whose 
library records are not clear. While a great many students 
still have overdue books, they are returning them more 
promptly and paying their fines more regularly than be-
fore. Not the least benefit is the training which it is 
affording the councillors and the interest which they feel 
in the library as a part of the school which they are help-
ing to run . " 

Brownell. "The Student Council has been doing guard 
duty but according to the new plan, which has been in oper-
ation only two weeks, it is to give much more help. One 
or two of the regular representatives are to be assigned to 
the library every study period. They are to check up on 
permits, help with the discipline, see that the room is 
left in order and examine the books being taken from the 
library at the end of the period. The home room repre-
sentatives are to look up all overdue books and report on 
them. The Student Council members seem to be quite im-
pressed by their new responsibilities and as the Council 
stands in very high repute in the school, I believe that 
the plan will work out very well." 

The librarian also adds: "Aside from the fact that 
Brownell is not as clean a place as can be imagined, that 
the library has three exits, and that one is reminded, almost 
every time one looks out of the window, that bootlegging is 
an important neighborhood industry, it is a fascinating 
place in which to work. How could it be otherwise when 
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we have representatives of over thirty nationalities among 
our clientele and when the majority are the effervescing 
Italians, Syrians and Greeks." 

LIBRARY INSTRUCTION. The increase in the number 
of schools giving library instruction by the contract plan 
is noticeable. Everywhere this method is used, the com-
ment is made that the instruction proves much more inter-
esting to the pupils, which compensates for the additional 
labor. 

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. S e v -
eral important pieces of work have been done by commit-
tees of school librarians. One group wrote the chapter 
on "The library in the junior high school" for inclu-
sion in the teachers' manual on social studies, in the Junior 
High Schools Course of Study. Another group worked 
up an outline for a course in library instruction for junior 
high school libraries, based on the contract plan. This 
outline was tested in several schools and is now being 
revised and carried through the senior high grades. An-
other committee prepared an interesting school libraries 
exhibit as part of the public schools exhibit held in May 
at the Union Trust Company. A committee continued 
its wTork on the revision of titles for the second supple-
ment of the Standard catalog for high school libraries. 
When one considers that this committee work is done after 
a long wearying day in a school library, the excellence 
of the results speaks for the ability and enthusiasm of these 
librarians. 

The Committee on Young People's Reading, composed 
of members from the Branch, Children's and School depart-
ments, with Miss Jean Roos as chairman, has done a valu-
able piece of work in compiling a sequence reading list 
for young people. "The object of the list is to assist in 
the guidance of reading by bringing together books which 
have a similar appeal or interest. The central book was 
selected to represent a definite reading interest, for ex-
ample the appeal of home life, or of romance and adven-
ture. The books listed on the left of the central book are 
the more popular type and are planned to introduce the 
pivot book. The books mentioned later, continue the inter-
est or appeal and thus form a sequence or ladder list. 
The books used are those receiving the most votes of the 
members of the committee. We hope it will suggest books 
to the librarian wrho has a repeated demand 'for a book 
like the one I just read,' or ' for another good book.' " 
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A second list, "The First Five Hundred Books of 
Fiction for Young People," is nearing completion. 

EXTENSION AND WITHDRAWAL OF SCHOOL LIBRARY 
SERVICE. Thomas A. Edison. The library opened for busi-
ness January 30, the day after the formal dedication of 
the school, and has been open continuously except for 
short school vacations. The 950 students are boys sent 
from all parts of the city because they have proved prob-
lem cases in their own schools. Since the majority are of 
the motor-minded type, it is necessary to have a close cor-
relation between the academic classes and shop work. In 
bringing about this correlation, the library has an oppor-
tunity to be of very great service. 

Strange as it may seem, a large number of these motor-
minded boys, although they may not care for school books, 
are fond of reading. Our policy this first year has been 
to create an interest that will bring the boy voluntarily 
to the library. Collections of books sent to the class or 
home rooms have created a contact with the library for 
some boys who would never otherwise come near it. One 
day a small colored boy came in with a copy of Uncle 
Remus which he had been using from his classroom col-
lection. He wanted to know if we didn't have that book 
in better English; he knew it was written just as Uncle 
Remus talked but he thought it should be improved. A 
classroom collection is kept in the Adjustment Room. This 
is the room where newcomers to the school are sent; here 
they are observed and tried out until it is decided into 
what spot in the whole school they wTill best fit. The 
teacher who has charge of this room sends the new boys to 
the library to get acquainted soon after their arrival. 

"Many times the boys will become interested in the 
library through other channels. It may be that the class 
is working on the animated cartoon film and the teacher 
sends them down for a picture of a lion or a monkey. 
Perhaps the library will want a poster for aviation books 
and the teacher of sign painting appoints a boy to get the 
librarian's idea of what is needed. The Sheet Metal Shop 
may be working on name plates for the magazine rack 
and a member of the class comes up to see if the plates 
fit. The boys in these various ways take an active inter-
est in the library, even when they do not read to any 
great extent. There is always the hope on the part of 
the teachers and librarians that this indirect contact may 
lead to an immediate or future use of the library." 
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Willson Junior High. A library was opened for part 
time in Willson Junior High School in April. As no 
other space was available, it was necessary to share the 
domestic science room until the time when a large class-
room could be equipped for the library. "The sign over 
the door says, 'The Library,' but as you look in and see 
a double row of gas stoves with their black smoke pipes 
down the center of the room and washtubs at one end, you 
look at the sign again to be sure you have not made a mis-
take. Yes, this is the library—part of the time. On 
April 26, 1928, the library began to issue books two half 
days and one whole day a week in this cooking room. The 
school made green denim covers for the stoves which we 
use as counters for the display of books; curtains also 
surround the tubs. High cooking tables and the accom-
panying stools are not very conducive to reading and 
study but are being used nevertheless. The deep cup-
boards for kitchen utensils house our books in double-
rows and the broad windowsills are filled with books, as 
well as our improvised bookcases made of bindery boxes 
three and four high." 

Brooklyn Heights School. As a result of the annex-
ation of Brooklyn Heights village, its school became a part 
of the Cleveland Public School system. A library had been 
organized there by the County Department, and run under 
the direction of one of the teachers. After the annexation, 
the School Department was given charge of the library. 
The elementary grades are supplied with sets of books 
by the Class-Room Division, and the library is for the 
use of the 300 senior and junior high school pupils. The 
teacher has continued in charge, with the assistance of 
two senior girls. Adult books have been provided through 
the School Department by means of a sum of money set 
aside for this particular school, and the juvenile books are 
loans from Children's Department and the Class-Room 
Division. Inasmuch as most of the books requested have 
been for recreational and reading list purposes, the lack 
of sufficient juvenile books has been a serious detriment 
to the increased use of the library. As a result of this 
and of the fact that there is no trained school librarian 
in charge, the circulation has been small and the refer-
ence work rather light. Nevertheless the teacher-librarian 
feels that its presence in the school is of great worth in 
giving the pupils a library contact which should prove 
valuable when they are transferred to other schools. 
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Cleveland Trade School. Cleveland Trade School has 
increased its service to two full days and three afternoons. 
This has helped to bring about an increase of almost 100 
per cent in both circulation and attendance over the nine 
months report of last year. The following account of one 
typical afternoon gives an idea of the kind and volume of 
work done: 

" A Monday Afternoon in the Library.—As we un-
locked the library door 011 a Monday afternoon there were 
two boys waiting to use the library—one wanted his books 
renewed and the other wished to return a long over-due 
book from Main Library. The latter asked if we had a new 
book for him, preferably a western story. As we were charg-
ing his book the Social Science teacher came in to return 
several books which he had had 011 water supply and 
natural resources for classroom work. An Auto Shop boy 
asked us if we had a book called The trail of the White 
Knight and he was pleased to find it was on our shelves. 
The Machine Shop teacher dropped in to ask us to order 
a new machine shop book on our Board of Education order 
in the spring. An auto mechanic asked if his book on 
boxing had come from Main Library. It had. At the same 
time he requested us to order another book for him. Five 
of the painters, brushes and all, just 'dropped in.' There 
was a telephone call and on coming back we found a mes-
senger boy waiting for us to find something on the origin 
of industry in the United States. Three carpenters came 
to the desk, two to get magazines to read for the recess 
period, the third to return a book and take out three more. 
He also left an order for a carpentry book from Main Li-
brary which we did not have in our library. Another 
Machine Shop teacher came in to return a magazine and 
to ask us please to get him two books for the 'Mrs.' Four 
of the full-time boys from the Auto Shop came in to read. 
Another Auto Shop boy paid a fine, and a messenger boy 
asked for material on community hygiene and fire preven-
tion. Our next question was for pictures of five organs of 
the human body. After looking for drawings of the heart, 
stomach, and lungs we came back to pure library routine 
when a messenger boy returned his overdue books as well 
as his brother's and sister's from Main Library. We were 
still figuring all of the fines when one of the teachers who 
is in Mr. Briggs' class asked us if we could get him a 
book 011 their reference list by the next day, since he had to 
have a paper written by Thursday. Something on petro-
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leum was our next request from an Auto Shop boy, and at 
the same time a machinist asked us for a good sport story. 
He was pleased to get Babe Ruth's book. On asking one 
of the boys if we could help him find something he told 
us he just wanted to look them over. Immediately there 
was another request for material on petroleum—'I want 
a lot.' The boy who was 'looking them over' came up 
to get Vocational mathematics and Radio practice charged. 
One of the painters told us he was out of work, and he 
wanted to know how many books he might take until he 
came back in two weeks. 'You know,' he said, 'you can 
read a lot of them in that time.' Three more painters 
stopped in to read for half an hour. As they were settled 
with their magazines the principal came in to ask how 
things were going and to make a suggestion about clip-
ping the magazines for the teachers. Three boys returned 
their books and took others and two teachers stopped in 
on their way home. Our last ' customer' was a painter who, 
seeing that we had at least four books by J. C. Lincoln 
on the shelf decided to start reading his books, so we 
charged two of them for him. The custodian proved to 
be our last visitor, for as we were locking the door he 
stopped to ask if the room had been warm enough that 
afternoon.' ' 

John Adams High. "The greatest single factor in the 
improvement of the service which the John Adams li-
brary has given to the school this year has been the open-
ing of an additional room, used as a science and geography 
library. The need for such a room had long been felt 
because both our shelving and seating facilities were in-
adequate. The new room has relieved the shelving situ-
ation very materially and, for the most part, has made 
it possible to accommodate all the students who come 
to the library. It frequently happens, however, that more 
science students come than can be placed in the Science 
Room so that we often send ten or fifteen pupils with the 
necessary books into the larger library for a period; occa-
sionally both rooms have been filled and we have had to 
send some back to the study halls. This extra room has 
had direct results on our library service which should be 
mentioned: 

" I t has increased the seating capacity from 78 to 112. 
It lias meant 14,912 more visits to the library for refer-
ence work than last year. From October through De-
cember, 41,792 pupils have come to the library to study and 
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have drawn out 26,500 books. This is an average of 733 
pupils a day, with an average daily circulation of 465 for 
the two rooms. 

" I t has become a veritable laboratory for the Science 
and Geography departments. We have been able to co-
operate more closely with the Science Department in sup-
plying weekly bibliographies on such subjects as radium, 
manufacture of ink, pottery, smoke screens during the 
war, and rare elements of the earth. In addition to this 
we have indexed articles indicated by the head of the 
Science Department in the Journal of Chemical Educa-
tion from 1925-1928 and have made a copy for his use 
and one for the library. The room has so relieved the 
overcrowded condition in the other library that we are 
able to give better service to the other departments of the 
school.'' 

CHANGES. At Lincoln High a stack room has been 
provided for the school-set books, which has helped to 
relieve the shelves in the library. A cloak room near the 
library at East High has been converted into a work-room 
which now houses the sets of books and affords a place, 
other than the library, where they can be charged. Ful-
lerton School Library was closed and the books and staff 
transferred to Fleet House where a new station was opened 
in April, 1928. With the opening of West Park Branch 
in March, 1928, the library at George Washington School, 
which is almost across the street, was closed. When Not-
tingham Branch Library was opened in a building next 
door to Nottingham School, the school branch was closed. 

CLASS-ROOM DIVISION. There was a considerable drop 
in the circulation of class-room libraries in June, 1928, but 
the decrease for the year has been diminished to a great 
extent by the increases for the months from September 
through December, 1928. From September, 1928, to Janu-
ary 1, 1929, 782 sets were sent out, which is as many as were 
sent out by the middle of March in 1928. Seven hundred 
and ninety-seven teachers were visited as compared to 
555 last year in the corresponding months. Last year, 
school visiting began in November. It was possible to 
begin the school visiting this year on October 18th, since 
at that time all of the orders on hand for sets were made 
up. The total circulation from classrooms for the year 
was 232,812 volumes. 

Having an assistant who is doing the work with the 
Catholic parochial schools has made the work with these 
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schools very satisfactory. We are sending books to four 
Catholic schools that did not have sets last year. For the 
first time books have been sent to St. Joseph's Orphanage 
on Woodland Avenue. This seems a real accomplishment 
since these children are not allowed to visit libraries, even 
those in the neighborhood. They are so eager for books, 
and the sisters report that now they seldom see a child 
walking around the building without a book tucked under 
his arm. 

In April, 1928, it was decided that the Class-Room 
Division should have entire charge of the camp work. Ac-
cordingly letters were sent to fourteen directors of camps 
and settlement houses, urging them to order their books 
as early in May as possible. Seven responded during May, 
which made it possible to work on the camp sets in the 
lull of work before collecting the books from the schools. 
Also, at this time, lists of adult books were made from 
previous camp requests and sent to the School Department 
and Stations Department so that these departments should 
know what books we would need to borrow from them and 
have time to call in the books. We borrowed 443 books 
from these departments for camp use. 

There is a gradual increase in the number of teachers 
who are coming to the Class-Room Division to select their 
own books and in the number who come to leave their 
orders. At least 400 came at the beginning of this semes-
ter. After school and on Saturdays the staff of four were 
kept busy taking requests and aiding the teachers in the 
selection of their books. This personal contact with the 
teachers at the beginning of the term should be encour-
aged. It is much more satisfactory than taking orders 
by telephone or mail. Two teachers brought children from 
their classes to the Class-Room Division to see where the 
library books come from which they are using, and to give 
reports to the remainder of the class when they returned 
to their school. 

RELATION TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. In Decem-
ber, 1928, the Board of Education voted to divide with 
the Library the salaries of the librarian and first assistant 
at Alexander Hamilton and Willson Junior High. 

The Board of Education continues to provide gener-
ously for its share of books and magazines for all senior 
and junior high school libraries. Nearly a thousand more 
Board of Education books have been cataloged this year 
than last. 
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STAFF. At sixteen of the thirty-four school libraries 
there has been a change in librarian and there have been 
many new first assistants. This in itself has made the 
year one of many adjustments and changes. It is im-
possible to speak in detail of all the changes but the res-
ignation of Miss Edith Cook, librarian of East Technical 
High School, to take charge of the new course for school 
librarians at the School of Library Science of Western 
Reserve University, meant an unusual loss, for her long 
experience, enthusiasm and rare good judgment had made 
her invaluable. However, these qualities are proving to 
be just those needed in administering a course for training 
school librarians and we feel that a definite contribution 
to the cause of school librarianship has been made. One 
unusual feature of this new department at the Library 
School is the course in literature and special methods in 
work with young people, given by Miss Jean Roos, Head 
of the Stevenson Room for Young People, designed to 
prepare librarians wishing to do specialized work with 
young people, either in high schools or in young people's 
rooms in public libraries. 

In spite of the disturbed condition due to so many 
changes, the work has gone on steadily, the staff showing 
the same fine loyalty and enthusiastic devotion which in 
previous years has called forth my warmest appreciation. 

EXTENSION DIVISION FOR ADULT EDUCATION. Impor-
tant gains have been made in two directions, in the field 
as a bureau of information and in adult elementary 
groups. In August we had a display of adult educational 
opportunities, having the two bulletin boards in the Main 
Library filled with catalogs, announcements and small 
posters attractively arranged under the caption, "Plans 
for the Winter ." 

For the first time similar material was widely used 
throughout the system, stimulating great interest in the 
varied types of opportunity available. Immediately the 
libraries were besieged by men and women, young and old, 
asking for information about courses and schools. While 
many inquiries could be answered at once by school an-
nouncements, others required considerable thought. Some 
people were directed to experts in the subject in which 
they were interested. Among those who came were some 
who returned to us because they had been very happy fol-
lowing the plans we had helped them make the previous 
year. It would seem that this display should become an 
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annual affair for two or three weeks before the opening 
of adult education work each September. 

In preparation for this display we had compiled a 
new and revised edition of our list, "Adult Education in 
Cleveland." This was ready for distribution in April, so 
that it might be of greater use to principals of high schools 
and vocational guidance leaders who had told us the pre-
vious year that the list was one of the most useful tools 
they had, and that it would be more valuable if they could 
have it when their students were consulting them about a 
job on leaving school. 

The Publicity Committee of the Adult Education As-
sociation so approved of the list that the Association printed 
it in August with very little change. The printed edition 
is a decided improvement over our own mimeographed one, 
which is quite bulky. 

This list, containing 62 institutions and 452 subjects, 
was compiled from our card files which now contain 395 
agencies and 619 subjects, the latter for Cleveland insti-
tutions only. With the aid of colored signals in the card 
file, we know which agencies are in Cleveland, which are 
on the mimeographed list, which are summer schools and 
correspondence schools. 

Early in the year the cards for university summer 
schools, university correspondence schools and university 
extension courses were transferred to the Education Sec-
tion of the Sociology Division, where there is now a very 
complete file of university catalogs. 

We continue our work as a bureau of information 
about the philosophy and technique of adult education. 
One student used our material in preparing a thesis upon 
a comparison of adult education in England and this coun-
try. Another had a paper upon the drama and adult educa-
tion. The library and adult education was still another 
subject. 

In the field of adult elementary education there has 
been a second real gain. Some cities call this American-
ization, or English for foreigners. A few agencies in 
Cleveland still use the old terms but we introduced the 
term, "adult elementary education" some time ago and 
it has been accepted by Mr. Alonzo G. Grace, Director of 
the Adult Education Division of the Board of Education, 
who said that one of the best things we have done is to 
discard the word Americanization. Under the new term 
Mr. Grace includes not only immigrant education, but also 
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schooling of elementary scope for mothers, for the illiterate, 
for the socially maladjusted, and for those who have never 
completed elementary schools. 

We know the teachers because they come to us and 
we visit their classes, but we have always wanted a com-
mittee of them to advise with us about books for the col-
lections, and about the operation of this service. Mr. Grace 
appointed such a committee and the first work was an 
attempt to grade our books according to the different 
groups mentioned above, and also for beginning, inter-
mediate and advanced classes. A list has been made and 
mimeographed, that each teacher might have a copy. It 
is interesting to note that our judgment of the grade 
of the books corresponded fairly accurately with that 
of the teachers, for our judgment was based largely on 
a feeling for what was suitable for the different groups, 
while that of the teachers was based on experience with 
the groups. The committee will be helpful in many ways 
and the student groups will profit. 

The "deposit-collection" service to these adult ele-
mentary classes is so well established that at least ninety per 
cent of the teachers use it. In addition to sending sets 
to Board of Education classes we sent sets to six other 
agencies. A similar library service was given to classes 
in adult high schools, especially their literature and Eng-
lish classes, and to other adult education groups. Twenty-
three teachers used collections in evening high school classes, 
and eighteen leaders or teachers had collections for other 
kinds of groups. All of this work needs further develop-
ment. A committee of teachers in adult high schools, to 
be appointed by Mr. Grace, would mean a great deal in 
the coming year. 

An important factor in the growth of our library 
service to classes has been school visiting. Visits by the 
staff have been made to the majority of the adult elemen-
tary classes studying English, and to some of the high 
school classes. There has been a three-fold purpose: (1) 
to make a personal contact between the Library and the 
adults going to school, by telling them of the Library; (2) 
to tell the teachers of the sets available; (3) to observe the 
work done in the classes and the type of people in them, in 
order to help the teachers in the selection of titles and to 
know better the type of books best adapted to adult class 
use. 

Still other factors in the growth of our library serv-
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ice are the lists, entitled "What Shall I Read?" which 
we have prepared, one for the adult high schools and 
three for the advanced classes in the adult elementary 
schools, and the Library Directory, of which a new edi-
tion was printed in February. 

Education of an informal kind is carried on by many 
groups. These groups, however, are so varied, and often 
so indefinite in aim and purpose, that we do not yet see 
clearly our way to serve them fully. Moreover, they are 
unorganized, from a library point of view. What can the 
Public Library do? There has been some progress made, 
as the following illustrations show. 

Three groups studying international affairs asked for 
collections of books. One collection was wanted by a leader 
who hoped that some of her group of 125 people might 
say, at their last session, "Our curiosity has been aroused, 
our interest stimulated in these meetings. We do not 
want it to die away. But how can we carry on? Where 
can we get further information?" The people asked just 
such questions, giving the leader the opportunity she de-
sired to tell them of the Public Library, of which a very 
small section was on the table for them to look over. At 
this meeting 61 people signed cards with their name and 
address, to signify their intention to read some books on 
the subject. Another collection was for a committee set-
ting up the program technique for the Foreign Affairs 
Institute. 

Several informal groups have arranged through us to 
visit the Main Library. On these occasions, as well as on 
those when formal classes make a visit, we plan to have 
them assemble in a club room where we take a few minutes 
to tell about the Library and the relation of the downtown 
building to their community libraries. The Library Direc-
tory is distributed, a tour of the building is made, and 
many make application for library membership before 
leaving. We try to make these visits real educational ven-
tures, not just sightseeing events. 

Then another service to groups is through short read-
ing lists. A club of business girls with their leader wanted 
to know more about the southwestern states, and asked us 
for a short list of fiction and some classed books. Still 
another list was prepared for a group interested in study-
ing the Balkan countries and people. The Adult Educa-
tion Association has asked us for lists on more than one 
occasion. 
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Leaders of young people's organizations in the churches 
have come to us to talk over plans to vitalize their groups. 

Not everyone, however, is a student in evening school 
or a member of a group. Many people are working alone, 
not entirely from choice. Many would like to do something, 
but do not know just how to do it. Often they do not 
know where to go to find out what they might do. The 
Library as a bureau of information has done much in this 
direction. Is there anything else that we might do? Can 
Ave call groups into being? 

We are cooperating with Collinwood Branch in an 
experiment of this kind, to bring together people who 
have an interest in modern fiction. A general statement 
of the project was made in our announcement for bulletin 
boards. Those interested enough to ask for further infor-
mation learned the entire plan, which included some read-
ing and thinking before the beginning of the course of five 
evenings of conversations upon modern fiction. 

The Cleveland Trade School Library and the three 
evening school libraries in public schools, with all of which 
this division is connected in an advisory capacity, have 
reported increases in every direction. 

The Cleveland Trade School reports that their library 
has been open for more than a year and a half, and by 

this time we feel that the work has become fairly well de-
veloped along the lines which fit a school of its specialized 
type. ' ' 

The increase in the use of the library in the Cleveland 
Extension High School, East Technical and West Techni-
cal high schools, is no doubt the result of definite plan-
ning for class visits by the librarians early in the fall 
term. 

The evening school librarians invariably find their work 
most satisfying. One says, "The night school folks are 
so naive, both in their needs and their gratitude, that it 
is quite thrilling to help them." Another librarian speaks 
of their sincerity and reliability, while another feels that 
the "most striking feature of the evening work is the 
earnestness of our borrowers, which is particularly notice-
able when all types and nationalities gather in the library 
between six and seven in the evening to study their text-
books or to ask assistance in looking up additional ma-
terial. The relationship between librarian and borrower 
is much more intimate than in the day school work; ad-
vice is asked on many subjects and the borrowers' inter-
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ests are readily determined. This confidence places a 
greater responsibility on the evening school workers for 
studying the students' needs and meeting them adequately. 
To help these people who are striving for further educa-
tion is real library service." 

The Library Committee for Adult Education, of which 
the head of this division is chairman, held monthly meet-
ings with the exception of July, August and September. 
This committee is a kind of clearing house for adult edu-
cational progress within the Library and for information 
about experiments tried elsewhere. 

There has been a good deal of outside committee work. 
The Group Discussion Committee of the Cleveland Con-
ference for Educational Cooperation held several meetings. 
As a member of it we arranged for a library club room 
for some of their downtown meetings. The Publicity Com-
mittee of the Adult Education Association took our time 
during the summer, both in attendance at meetings and in 
the editing of the list, "Adult Education in Cleveland," 
for printing. As a result of our contact with the World 
Friendship sessions of the Leadership Training Institute 
we have become a member of the Federated Churches Com-
mittee on International Friendship. Their main task is 
one of education of the rank and file of the church in the 
subject, a task in which the Library can play a real part. 

This is a pioneering division doing research and mak-
ing experiments. In our library service to groups un-
organized from a library point of view, which after all 
forms a large part of our work, we sometimes find our-
selves running out of a job with a group we discovered, or 
which discovered us. The Y. M. C. A. School of Tech-
nology is an illustration, for with the organizing of their 
own library, with a trained librarian in charge, they now 
make direct connection with the Stations Department. 
The teacher of a Board of Education Class at Sterling 
House had books for her group through us. When Ster-
ling House asked for a station we lost the group, for they 
came under the direct charge of the Stations Department. 
Child study groups at Euclid Park were served by us 
until a school library was opened. 

This is quite as it should be, for we do not want to 
set up new machinery. We are concerned with study 
groups that they may come to know of what value books 
and the Library may be to them. Our particular library 
service is for groups through their leaders. 
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Stations Department 
Our policy for several years has been to concentrate 

on one or two types of stations and to do intensive work 
in developing the individual agencies coming within these 
classifications. Six years ago the hospital service was be-
gun and for three years engaged the major portion of our 
time and energy. Then community stations were opened 
and to them we gave much attention. In 1927, telephone 
stations were chosen for special treatment, resulting in 
a steady and healthy increase, both in circulation and 
quality of reading. This year we chose several institutions, 
two department stores, and a few factories for intensive 
study and development, at the same time continuing the 
development of hospitals, community stations, and tele-
phone stations. 

Regular visits were made to commercial and indus-
trial stations, where the assistant gave out books and talked 
personally with employees. In every place a much higher 
quality of fiction and a greater quantity of non-fiction were 
read. 

We are thoroughly convinced that we have worked 
out a technique which, whenever it is possible to have a 
trained assistant keep in close touch with employees, in-
creases the number of books read, raises the standard of 
reading, interests, stimulates the station's librarian and 
follows up carefully every opportunity which can be inter-
preted in terms of books, whether it is getting the special 
title some one wants, looking up a reference question or 
cultivating interest in night school courses. 

On October 1, a Business Research Librarian was added 
to our staff. For years we have realized the need of a 
specially trained business and technical assistant, one who 
knew sources of information on business conditions, busi-
ness literature and industrial organization. 

The Business Research Librarian has devoted much 
of her time to building up a subject file composed of pam-
phlets and public documents, clippings from business jour-
nals, and reports issued by collegiate business schools; to 
rounding out the Stations' book collection on business sub-
jects; to interviewing and introducing the service to execu-
tives and heads of departments in industrial plants and 
commercial houses where we have stations; and to keeping 
in touch with all organizations of a business nature, such 
as Cleveland College and the Business Clinic. 

As a result of this service, requests for material on 
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specific subjects relating to business and for subject bibli-
ographies have been sent in by executives and heads of 
departments who in the past had obtained their informa-
tion and material either by calling on other organizations 
or by sending men, often out of town, to get the informa-
tion by personal interviews. As work has developed it has 
seemed advisable to conduct the service in a more general 
way with an office in the Main Library, working with all 
departments and divisions of the Library. 

COMMUNITY STATIONS. One of our objectives was 
reached when in March, Mount Pleasant, and in October, 
East 131st Street stations became branches. Both had 
long before reached the limit of space and book capacity. 
No field work in the neighborhood and very little work 
with schools had ever been attempted. In spite of this, 
crowds of children packed both stations, almost entirely 
crowding out the adults. Regular branch routine had been 
installed from the first so that no change in records was 
necessary in the transfer. Mount Pleasant moved into a 
somewhat larger room and East 131st Street will soon move 
into a new branch building. 

In April a station was opened in Fleet House Neigh-
borhood Center. The building used by the Neighborhood 
Center is an apartment house and three rooms of the 
lower front suite were assigned to the library station. The 
house is in a large Polish section with three public and 
several parochial schools. The space allowed us soon 
proved too small and in October three additional rooms 
were given over to the station. The staff at the Center 
and the library staff work together in the most hearty and 
helpful cooperation. 

Hiram House Branch, owing to wholesale changes in 
the neighborhood, was turned into a station early in Oc-
tober. 

East End Neighborhood House Station, is another 
place that is overcrowded with children, and it is still 
overcrowded even though the hours have been lengthened. 

DEPARTMENT STORES. Halle Brothers still continues to 
be our most active department store station. The librarian, 
who is keenly interested in developing her station and 
making it of the utmost benefit and pleasure to her people, 
keeps in close touch with all their interests. 

The William Taylor Station is also very active. The 
trained librarian employed by the store, keeps her library 
so continuously before the store people that all sorts of 
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reference questions are referred to her, from important 
requests of the designer in the advertising department to 
the queries of bundle wrappers and boy messengers. 

An assistant from the Stations Department has given 
special attention to the May Company and Bailey Com-
pany this year. Visiting the stores regularly each week, 
keeping up interesting bulletin exhibits, giving book-talks 
whenever possible, and following up special interest has 
had very decided reactions in the number of requests for 
non-fiction: "Send me a course on Chinese art, jewelry 
and rugs," was a welcome call, among those for stories 
by Curwood and Margaret Pedlar. So also were the spe-
cific requests for This believing world and The strange in-
terlude, for material on American character and for some-
thing to help a mother control a wilful child, who had been 
spoiled by living with his grandmother. There is mani-
fest interest in a wide variety of subjects, and there is 
opportunity in our weekly visits for considerable follow-up 
work.' ' 

TELEPHONE STATIONS. We are beginning to reap good 
results from the special attention given to telephone sta-
tions during 1927. "One reader has worked her way 
from operator to the position of chief operator. I quote 
the gist, if not the exact words of her appreciation of 
books and reading. ' I never read much when I was an 
operator. I just wanted to have a good time. Like other 
girls I thought I 'd marry and then quit. Well, I am still 
here and beginning to realize how little I know and what 
I have lost in not reading. I am getting so much out of 
these courses.' She referred to the Reading with a pur-
pose courses, English literature and Ten pivotal figures of 
history, both of which she finished, and adds 'Several of 
us are going to meet every week and begin a third course. 
What would you suggest ?' Speaking of the monthly pub-
lication, the Ohio Bell, the company house organ, this chief 
operator said, ' I used to look for the promotions and the 
funny stories, but now the first thing I turn to is your 
book article.' " 

Up to this year we have worked only with the girls 
and women in the telephone company. In September a 
station was opened in the men's club rooms. All the men 
in the company are privileged to use these rooms and many 
are becoming regular patrons of the library station. Cen-
tral Office station was closed when the dial system was 
put in operation. 
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HOSPITALS. A glance at the total circulation in hos-
pitals will give an idea of the way this phase of our serv-
ice has grown—83,018 books were issued in 14 hospitals, 
an increase of 26,345 over the previous year. The prob-
lem of satisfying the demand for new books at the War-
rensville Tuberculosis Sanatorium and the City Hospital 
Tuberculosis Division is great. The books sent to these 
hospitals cannot be returned to the library. For this rea-
son it is impossible to send books which are in great 
demand at the stations. The circulation at Warrensville 
Sanatorium had declined greatly, due, in a large measure, 
to the fact that most patients have been there a long time 
and the book collection has not changed materially, so that 
they have pretty well read through it. The same condi-
tions will soon occur at the City Hospital Sanatorium where 
the service has not been in effect so long. There is a 
pressing need for new books in these hospitals. The Anti-
Tuberculosis League gave one hundred dollars at Christ-
mas time for new books. This will be a great help, but 
much more is needed. 

INSTITUTIONS. For years, cancelled books have been 
sent to the Infirmary and the Workhouse but no effort 
was made to do personal work of any kind. This year we 
decided to develop the work in institutions, if possible, 
through close personal contact and supervision. 

At the Workhouse, in spite of crowded conditions, a 
small room was set aside for a library, equipped with read-
ing tables and twenty-six chairs, and a collection of about 
three hundred carefully selected cancelled books was in-
stalled. The first night every chair was taken. The sec-
ond evening benches were put around the wall, but these 
could not accommodate the number wanting to read. At 
the end of the first week another large room was assigned 
with a seating capacity of about two hundred, and almost 
every evening this room is crowded with readers. There 
has been no discipline problem as every one takes his 
book or magazine and is soon utterly oblivious to the Work-
house world. From the very first week the requests for 
specific titles and books oil special subjects could not be 
supplied from this collection of cancelled books. At the 
end of the second month the collection was enlarged by 
five hundred books, selected from the Stations Depart-
ment regular collection and covering a great variety of 
subjects, and the borrowers were given the privilege of 
ordering any title or book on any subject. 
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Two members of the Stations Department staff visit 
the Workhouse one evening each week, taking special re-
quests, assisting in book selection and study courses. Books 
and magazines have been issued since the library opened 
in March. Each week a list of books in the library is taken 
to the cell block and the men choose their books from this 
list. The superintendent and assistant superintendent are 
most enthusiastic over the service, and do everything pos-
sible to make it a success. 

At the Infirmary the library assistant goes each week 
through the various divisions, and issues books. When-
ever there is time she reads to the blind. 

At the Girls' Detention Farm the girls are from four-
teen to twenty years of age. The number varies from 
week to week but usually there are from thirty-five to 
forty. The collection of fifty books for this place was 
selected with consideration of the varying ages and mental-
ity of the girls. An assistant from the Stations Depart-
ment makes visits as often as possible, conferring with 
the public school teachers who conduct regular classes, 
talking with the girls themselves and giving a monthly 
book-talk. At Christmas time considerable help was given 
in getting material for the Christmas play, with its costumes 
and the stage settings needed for a very limited stage. 

BOOK CARAVAN. The Log of the Caravan is a continued 
story of the great pleasure hundreds of children derived 
from this book wagon's regular stops and from its visits 
to orphanages and homes. One hundred and ten regu-
lar visits were made to districts not served by library 
agencies of any kind. The crowds of children waiting 
for the Caravan each week at many places, shows de-
cidedly the need of library service throughout the year 
in these districts. The children at seven orphanages 
were enthusiastic over the Caravan and made the most 
of an opportunity to browse through the books and hear 
the story. Many stops were necessarily omitted during 
the season on account of inclement weather. Over three 
thousand books were issued. Many children spent the 
entire time of the visit in reading but did not take books 
for home use. The total attendance limited to those 
who actually used the books was 5,095. Story hour at-
tendance, 3,464. 

SPECIAL LIBRARIES. More extensive work with the 
Y. M. C. A. developed late in the fall when a trained li-
brarian was added to their staff. For this reason this sta-
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tion was made a deposit instead of a delivery station and 
a larger collection installed. 

SOCIAL AGENCIES. TO facilitate greater use of books 
on the required reading list in the Training Course for 
Social Workers, it was decided this year to open a sta-
tion at the School of Applied Social Science. All books 
in the reading list were sent here instead of dividing them 
among the separate agencies where we have stations. This 
has resulted in better service to all members of the class. 
The use of fiction and non-fiction has greatly increased 
in all social agencies, due to more frequent visits by Sta-
tions Department assistants and closer contact with the 
station librarians. 

W O R K W I T H CHILDREN. A trained children's libra-
rian is in charge of the work and in addition to the circu-
lation of books, holds a regular story hour. 

At Warrensville, work is done in both the Preventori-
um Building and the regular hospital. Two collections of 
books are maintained, as books used in the regular hospital 
can neither be taken to the Preventorium or returned to 
the library. The problem here, as in the adult Tubercu-
losis Hospital, is to keep patients who have been in the 
hospital for a long time supplied with books they have 
not read. 

A small collection at the Children's Aid Society serves 
many children, as most of them stay only a few weeks while 
under observation. About once a month a story hour is 
held here. 

Rainbow Hospital, housed in its new and beautiful 
building, is a far different place from the old building, both 
in convenience and in atmosphere. There are no longer 
second floor wards to which books are taken; the wards are 
spread along a large area on the ground floor, making 
necessary a good deal of walking. Our work at the hospi-
tal has so increased that instead of the one assistant we 
now have two who find their time well occupied. 

We have been favored with a very attractive room on 
the second floor in which to keep our collection. It is the 
staff library and board room of the hospital, and is fur-
nished most comfortably, with half of the room devoted to 
bookshelves. In a place like Rainbow, figures can hardly 
be said to count, but it is interesting to note that there has 
been a steady increase in the number of books drawn, 
and a total circulation of 1,940 books in 1928 is gratifying. 
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Order Department 
A large increase in all divisions of the work is the 

outstanding feature of this report: 23.3 per cent in the 
amount of money spent for books; 35 per cent in the grand 
total of gifts received, and 46 per cent in the total peri-
odical subscriptions, most of which were gift publications 
checked at the Serials Desk. 

To handle this additional volume of business only two 
clerical workers and one half time worker were added 
to the staff. This increased our salary schedule only 7.6 
per cent bnt was not as much help as was really needed 
to take care of placing orders and opening shipments 
promptly. 

Total disbursements for books amounted to $312,561.72. 
Of the 259,810 accessions, 237,255 volumes were purchases. 

In addition to our usual quantity buying, which this 
year meant stocking Mt. Pleasant, Nottingham, and East 
131st Street branches and Willson School, we bought a 
great deal of out-of-print or building-up material for Main 
Library. We assigned as desiderata quota, $29,720.56, as 
compared with $25,955.66 for last year. 

Not so many foreign books were bought this year as 
last: $5,573.80 as compared with $6,967.35. Orders were 
placed in November and December for most of the lan-
guages, but the books will not be received in time to affect 
this report. Fluctuating foreign exchange no longer works 
to our advantage. 

The usual second-hand buying trip was made to New 
York and Philadelphia, when 7,980 volumes were secured 
as compared with 6,122 volumes last year; an increase of 
1,858 volumes. 

Expenditures for magazines, newspapers and serials 
were $15,022.32. The total number of paid periodical sub-
scriptions was 3,536; in addition there were 5,442 period-
icals and serials received as gifts. 

The number of orders written was 7,501. 
GIFT DIVISION. There were received as household gifts 

53,547 pieces. Gift material not usable by the Library 
was sold for $2,283.10. The most notable gifts are men-
tioned on p. 103 under the heading Gifts. Cleveland Public 
Library publications were sold to the amount of $281.61, 
and pieces distributed numbered 36,761. 

In February, the division took over the disposition of 
tons of surplus magazine stock stored in the basement of 
St. Clair Branch, an accumulation of at least fifteen years. 
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This entailed making a file by titles from the records on 
hand, evaluating them with the assistance of the Union 
list of serials, bringing magazines to Main Library as 
titles could be worked through, arranging them by volume, 
listing them, using those needed for Main Library, then 
offering the remainder on priced exchange lists to 50 libra-
ries ; then on sale lists to 400 libraries, besides using some 
to fill our Foreign Exchange orders. Magazines were so 
disposed of, to a total value of $2,353.61. Magazines from 
the storehouse, disposed of in the last preceding year or 
so, would bring this figure up to $3,000, and it is esti-
mated that material to the value of $2,000 still awaits 
disposal. 

A shipment of 1,000 books were sent to the State 
Commission of Vermont for Montpelier and other libraries 
suffering from flood. 

Gifts 
The total number of items given to the Library dur-

ing the year was 84,775, among which were 19,112 bound 
and 4,858 unbound books, 23,998 pamphlets, 101 complete 
volumes of periodicals, 27,023 single numbers, and 3,554 
annual subscriptions. 

Among the books given should be noted: 
992 from Mr. John G. White. (These were given by Mr. White 

before his death. Those left to the Library in his will will be re-
ported when the estate is settled.) Among the interesting and im-
portant sets ordered by him are the Antananarivo Annual and Mada-
gascar Magazin e, of which only one other set is known in this country; 
the Schriften des Verbands zur Klarung der Wunschelrutenfrage, the 
publications of a society studying the operations of the divining-rod; 
and a set of the Jewish Historical Society Publications. The rarest 
individual items were two romances of chivalry: Histoire de Horn 
Belianis de Grece, Paris, 1625, and Histoire de Palmerin d'Olive, 
Lyons, 1609, 2 vols. 

Users of the White Collection and others giving books to the 
Collection were Rabbi Silver, Mr. Leonard Smith, Professor C. A. 
Williams of the University of Illinois, Mr. G. H. Winslow, Mr. 
M. P. Rostovtsev, Mr. Philip Kaplan, Mr. Peter Keisogloff, Mrs. 
Sol Rosenbloom, and the Preussische Staatsbibliothek. Through Mr. 
Gordon Thayer, librarian of the Collection, came 164 Singhalese 
books and 39 Chinese books on Mohammedanism. 

150 volumes, many of them technical, from Mrs. Mary Suroski 
in memory of her mother and her brother. 

15 books from the Greater Cleveland Walther League. 
About 50 books from the library of the late Rabbi Gries. 
55 volumes of weather maps from the United States Weather 

Bureau. 
Achievement in photo-engraving and letter-press printing, 1927, 
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compiled and edited by Louis Flader, from the Cleveland Photo-
engravers Club. 

5 bound volumes of the Cleveland Recorder, published Septem-
ber 1895-December 1897, from Mrs. Louis F. Post. 

76 bound and 74 unbound volumes of Italian books from the 
Sons of Italy. 

55 bound and 25 unbound volumes from '' Italians of Cleveland,'' 
presented under the auspices of the Italian Consul. 

Gifts in money totaled $1,175.92, and included, with 
several smaller donations: 

Simon Memorial Fund for the purchase of books for a special 
memorial collection for Hough Branch Library, given by Miss Simon's 
brother, Mr. John George Simmons, and by Mr. John A. Cline, Mr. 
Willard M. Clapp, and other personal as well as library friends, 
patrons of Hough Branch, and individual members of the Library 
staff, $975.85. 

Gottdiener Endowment and Memorial Fund increased by Mr. 
Louis I. Weber, Mr. David M. Weber, Miss Euth G. Sampliner and 
Mrs. H. Gottdiener, $25.75. 

Anti-Tuberculosis League for books for City Hospital and War-
rensville Tuberculosis Sanatorium, $100.00. 

For a framed picture, '1 Brother and Sister,'' given to Rice 
Branch by the teachers of Harvey Eice School, $21.00. 

For music books for Broadway Branch, given by the Broadway-
55th Community Council, $18.60. 

Some of the other welcome gifts were: 
Eecords from the Columbia Phonograph Company, and others, 

through the courtesy of Miss Grace Liddicoat of Bueschers, who 
interested her clients in the Library. Total number, 115. 

Two etchings, the publications of the Cleveland Print Club for 
1927 and 1928, "St . Paul, Alpes Maritimes," by John Taylor Arms, 
and ' i Dawn,'; by Frank W. Benson. 

A piano to West Park Branch by the West Park Kiwanis Club. 
Holograph letters of Verdi and Garibaldi from Dr. M. Liberma. 
A large silk flag on a standard to Collinwood Branch by the 

Women's Belief Corps. 
A framed portrait of Emerson from the local Emerson Club. 
An Italian vase to West Park Branch from the John Marshall 

Parent-Teacher Association, and a fern and stand from the George 
Washington Parent-Teacher Association. 

A large oil painting, "The Green Shawl," by Freeman W. 
Simmons, given by Mrs. Freeman W. Simmons to West Park Branch 
in memory of Lucy A. Bussell, her grandmother. 

The Gift Division reports a total of 15,253 gift acces-
sions, with over 10,000 other items sent forward for use 
by the Library. 

Catalog Department 
There were 44,823 more pieces handled and 91,408 

more cards prepared than in 1927. The increase in new 
titles cataloged was 3,210, or almost 15 per cent. The 
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number of serial monographs analyzed increased 74 per 
cent, but even this amount has not brought this important 
work up-to-date. 

For the first time in many years the shelves contain-
ing non-current imprints for the reference collections were 
absolutely cleared at the close of the year. 

DIVISION COLLECTIONS. NO systematic recataloging was 
possible. About a hundred titles in Technology were re-
classified and the same number of amateur theatrical texts 
were changed from the Fine Arts Division to the Liter-
ature Division. In the History Division over a hundred 
titles were transferred from the circulating to the refer-
ence collection and were recataloged in consequence. 

BRANCH AND SCHOOL COLLECTIONS. There has been 
an unusual amount of shifting of collections and records. 
The Russian collection and its records were transferred 
from Woodland Branch to the Main Library; the Yiddish 
collection from Friendly Inn to Mt. Pleasant Branch; 
the Fullerton School juvenile collection and catalog were 
moved to Fleet House; Washington School was closed and 
the collection taken over by the Children's Department, 
and the Hiram House collection was broken up, the adult 
books being transferred to several branches and the juve-
nile being taken over by the Children's Department. 

ORGANIZATION. One important change in the organ-
ization of the work was made on December 1, by the 
substitution of a simplified method of union shelf-listing. 
Instead of showing all copies on the union shelf-cards, the 
shelf-list now indicates merely which departments or 
branches possess a title. This new method was necessitated 
by the increase both in the number of agencies to be 
served and in the number of volumes to be handled. At 
the sacrifice of some occasionally useful information and 
a possible greater accuracy of statistics, a much greater 
speed has been obtained in putting through the books and 
the time of several clerks has been freed for other press-
ing duties. 

DEPOSITORY F I L E . The University of Michigan catalog 
cards are now being added to the Library of Congress 
depository file. 

STAFF. The head of the department was absent over 
five months on account of illness. A well-earned tribute 
should be paid to the first assistant and to the staff for 
the efficiency with which the work was handled and the 
excellent condition of the department during this period. 
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Binding Department 
A logical and inevitable sequence of the persistent 

growth of the system is the steadily increasing demand 
for keeping the library material in usable condition by 
means of binding and repair. 

The 137,733 volumes bound (6.9 per cent more than 
in 1927) included 5,269 volumes of periodicals, 133 of 
newspapers and 13,868 new juveniles reconstructed. In 
addition, 4,716 reconstructed juveniles were bought direct 
from several out-of-town dealers specializing in that work, 
14,592 books were bound in half-morocco. 

Of the total of books bound, 1,118 volumes were for 
the John G. White Collection; 6,017 were foreign books, 
twice as many as last year; and 335 volumes for the Library 
for the Blind, many of these locally transcribed, an increase 
of two-thirds over 1927. 

The many attractive bindings, representing one phase 
of our policy for some years, are generally recognized 
as a definite factor in increasing the circulation. The use 
of colored illustrations or book jackets on the rebound 
books; of acid-free morocco backs for some which are 
to have hard service, for some books of the better classes 
and for others whose circulation it is desired to stimulate; 
the use of the printed front covers of pamphlets and of 
many foreign books, particularly where the covers are 
well designed, all contribute to the same essential end. 
Fabrikoid in varied colors and embossed designs adds also 
to the diversity of pleasing bindings. 

Eight thousand three hundred and fifty second-hand 
bargain books were recased or otherwise strengthened before 
circulating. 

Four thousand six hundred and ninety small children's 
books have been repaired with backs of bright art vellum 
strips having titles printed in white carbon, and press-
board sides. We keep on hand a stock of these title strips 
numbering nearly three hundred titles, ready for instant 
use. 

Twelve thousand five hundred and eighty-four pam-
phlets and pieces of sheet music were put into pamphlet 
binders or otherwise prepared for use, much of the sheet 
music being separate parts of orchestral scores, to be kept 
together in specially made portfolios. 

Nearly 1,200 books have been completed for binding 
by the replacing of missing pages from a collection of 
discarded books kept for that purpose. In addition, miss-
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ing, mutilated and badly worn pages of 177 volumes, main-
ly encyclopedias and other expensive reference books, have 
been replaced by photostatic copies from perfect volumes. 

The spraying equipment, installed late in 1927, has 
proven most satisfactory in waterproofing a far larger pro-
portion than heretofore of the new and rebound books. 
A team of five persons is required, two to place books 
on the racks (which hold six to ten books) with covers 
facing the operator who is third of the team, and two others 
to remove books from the racks when the spraying is fin-
ished, keeping the work moving with slight loss of time. 
In the eleven months of steady operation, 151,629 books 
were lacquered, averaging for the actual time of operation 
about 140 books an hour per person. 

The addition of a third finishing stand in the fall 
has enabled us to take care of the increased work in let-
tering call numbers, and authors and titles for repaired 
books. 

As those of our staff who are longer in service become 
more skillful with each year, there is a tendency towards 
attempting some higher class and more difficult work, such 
as has formerly been sent to the binderies. Boxes and 
simple portfolios for old and rare or otherwise valuable 
books, the mounting of more and larger maps and plates, 
with some entirely new items connected with the larger 
purchase of rare, expensive and unusual books and sets, 
come under this head. Much of this unusual work can 
be more conveniently done in the department under super-
vision than if sent out, at a saving in expense and obviously 
at a very great saving in time. 

With the exception of the actual binding of the books, 
the work here sketched was done by the Binding Depart-
ment staff of forty persons, about half of whom have been 
in our employ three to eight years and the remainder for 
shorter periods. 

Other non-public departments 
The work of the Accounts, Building and Purchasing 

Departments, while not reported separately, is evident as 
underlying and sustaining the library work which is more 
definitely on the book side. 

The physical equipment of the Library is in better 
shape than ever before. The purchasing and handling of 
supplies has of necessity increased greatly in volume, and 
the work of accounting, though facilitated by modern equip-
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ment, is naturally augmented with the multiplication of 
library agencies. 

Appreciation 
While the volume of work carried by the Library 

obviously requires the cooperation of many individuals, the 
staff has, this year, particular reason to appreciate' the 
value of fine leadership in the thoughtful interest of the 
Board, and the inspiration and administrative genius of 
the Librarian. 

The pension and insurance plan, long desired and 
finally inaugurated under the late President of the Board, 
has already proved its practical value, and will do so in-
creasingly as time goes on, both in material aid and in the 
alleviation of some of the worry, unavoidable for most 
professional workers, about the period when working and 
earning days are over. 
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STATISTICAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1928 
Arranged according to the form adopted by the American 

Library Association. County Library Statistics 
are not included. 

Date of founding, 1869. 
Population served: 1,010,300. 
Assessed valuation of city: $2,017,000,000. 
Rate of tax levy for library purposes: 1.0173 General Fund; .0763 

Bond and Sinking Funds. 
Terms of use: Free for lending. 

Free for reference. 
Total number of agencies, 1,336; 

Consisting of: Central Library, 1. 
Branches, 64; 1 Municipal Reference Branch; 

General branches, 29 (22 in separate buildings); school 
branches, 35. 

Stations, 112. 
Other agencies, 1,158 classroom libraries. 

Number of days open during year (Central Library), 364. 
Hours open each week for lending (Central Library), 75. 
Hours open each week for reading (Central Library), 82%. 
Hours vary at branches. 

Book Stock 
Adult 

Number of volumes at beginning of 
year 857,722 

Number of volumes added by pur-
chase 138,166 

Number of volumes added by gift or \ 
exchange, 17,667 " / 

Number of volumes added by bind- \ Included in above 
ing material not otherwise ( 
counted, 5,269 / 

Number of volumes lost or with-
drawn 45,066 48,077 93,143 

Total number at end of year 950,822 358,617 *1,309,439 
Number of volumes in Reference Department 275,506 
Number of pamphlets at beginning of year 20,186 

(Central only, branches not counted) 
Number of pamphlets added 3,669 

(Central only, branches not counted) 
Number of pamphlets withdrawn 1,004 

(Central only, branches not counted) 
Total number of pamphlets at end of year 22,851 

(Central only, branches not counted) 
Number of pictures, photographs, prints and slides added 

during year 11,966 
(Central only, branches not counted) 

Total number of pictures, photographs, prints and slides 
at end of year 133,466 

(Central only, branches not counted) 

Juvenile Total 

311,653 1,169,375 

95,041 233,207 
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Other collections (maps, manuscripts, etc.), 5,973 maps, 
charts and diagrams; 1,322 sheet music; and 26,134 
clippings, 54 miscellaneous. 

(Central only, branches not counted) 
Number of newspapers and periodicals received currently . . . 3,843 

(Proceedings and transactions of learned societies 
currently received are not counted) 

Number of publications issued during year 231 
(Includes bookmark lists) 

*In addition there are about 66,989 little children's books; 
20,000 unaccessioned volumes in the John G. White Collection, and 
5,638 volumes in duplicate stock. The Library is also custodian of 
203,940 volumes belonging to the Board of Education, Engineering 
Society, Chamber of Commerce, and the City of Cleveland. 

Use 
Adult Juvenile Total 

Number of volumes of non-fiction 
lent for home use 1,641,627 2,119,565 3,761,192 

Number of volumes of fiction 
lent for home use 2,519,948 1,856,864 4,376,812 

Total number of volumes lent for 
home use 4,161,575 3,976,429 8,138,004 

Per cent fiction lent of total 
volumes lent 30.96% 22.81% 53.77% 

Circulation per capita 8.05 
Number of pictures, photographs and prints lent for home 

use 129,468 
Other circulation (Slides, maps, alphabets for blind, clip-

pings, etc.) 4,175 
Number of persons using library for reading and study . . 6,234,112 

(Partial report only) 

Registration 
Adult Juvenile Total 

Number of borrowers registered dur-
ing year . 54,778 40,305 95,083 

Total number of registered borrowers 156,496 119,605 **276,101 
Registration period, 3 years 
Per cent registered borrowers of population served, 27.32%. 

**Additional borrowers served through stations, school libraries 
and classroom libraries, about 108,389. 

Staff 
I T h i s is the equivalent of 

full-time service. There 
were 1,149 names on the 
payroll, many for part-time. 
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FINANCE 
Receipts from: 

Local taxation $1,987,459.26 
Membership fees 791.00 
Fines and sale of publications 62,031.80 
Duplicate pay collections 7,274.44 
Gifts 1,206.57 
Interest on deposits 36,083.28 
Other sources: 

Employees' contributions for 
group insurance and pension 
fund 8,014.79 

Miscellaneous 9,231.58 

Total receipts $2,112,092.72 
Unexpended balance, January 1, 1928 . . 508,503.26 

Grand total $2,620,595.98 

Payments for: 
MAINTENANCE 

1. Library Operating Expenses 
Librarians' salaries $1,013,892.17 
Books 312,561.72 
Periodicals 14,984.05 
Binding 137,918.60 
Supplies, stationery, printing, etc. . . 37,873.87 
Furniture, equipment, etc 24,912.33 
Telephone, postage, freight and ex-

press 26,463.01 
Other items 8,231.42 

Total $1,576,837.17 

2. Building Maintenance Expenses 
Janitors, mechanics' wages, etc $ 120,321.48 
Cleaning, supplies and equipment . . . 12,144.28 
Building repairs and minor alter-

ations 20,343.93 
Rent 12,791.48 
Heat, light, water, etc 41,802.29 

Total $ 207,403.46 

Total maintenance expense. . . . $1,784,240.63 

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES 
New buildings and equipment $ 176,923.42 
Other unusual expenses 4,129.71 
Bonds retired 83,000.00 
Interest on bonds 75,060.00 
Fee for paying coupons and bonds 208.40 
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Repairs and maintenance— 
Branch rental properties 

Insurance and pension premiums paid 
to insurance companies 

Insurance and pension contributions 
refunded to employees 

Total 

370.11 

27,463.41 

35.42 

$ 367,190.47 

Total expenditures $2,151,431.10 



114 LIBRARY STATISTICS 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 
January 1 to December 31, 1928 

On January 1, 1928, the Library Board had on hand $535,729.34 
itemized as follows: 
General Fund $ $ 219,449.10 
Building Fund 13,036.48 
Branch Library Fund 167,499.88 
Insurance Fund 104,962.67 
Gift, Endowment and Memorial 

Funds 
Henry L. Ambler Endowment 

Fund 215.29 
Wm. H. Brett Memorial Fund . . 2,372.75 
Gift Fund 767.02 
Isadore Gottdiener Memorial 

Fund 200.07 3,555.13 

County Funds 
County Library Fund 16,658.88 
County Branch Library Fund . . 4,243.20 
County Insurance Fund 6,324.00 27,226.08 

Fixed Charges $1,153,952.39 
Heat, Light, Supplies, Repairs, etc. 302,606.47 
Books and Periodicals 327,406.98 

Total Maintenance . . . $1,783,965.84 
Extraordinary 

Furniture, Buildings and Equip-
ment 4,129.71 

Transferred to 
Bond and Interest Fund 157.11 
Branch Library Fund 100,000.00 

Total $ 535,729.34 

GENERAL FUND 
Receipts 

Cash balance—January 1, 1928 
General Fund $ 215,599.10 
Cashier's Special Fund 3,850.00 

Taxes $1,831,229.88 
Interest on Cash Balances 21,756.34 
Fines 54,273.86 
Gift Fund 429.13 
Miscellaneous Sources 24,804.44 1,932,493.65 

Total $2,151,942.75 

Disbursements 
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Retirement and Insurance Fund 50,000.00 
Endowment Fund for the Blind 375.00 

Total Disbursements . . 1,938,627.66 

Disbursements 
Taxes 
Miscellaneous 
Construction, Hamilton Garage . . 
Construction, Collinwood Building 
Construction, East 131st Building 
Construction, West Park Building 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928.. $ 213,315.09 

BUILDING FUND 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ $ 13,036.48 
Receipts 0.00 

Total $ 13,036.48 

Disbursements 
New Main Library Construction and Equipment 

Supervision $ 148.00 
Equipment, Furniture, etc.. . 8,824.02 8,972.02 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928.. $ 4,064.46 

BRANCH LIBRARY FUND 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 167,499.88 
Interest on Cash Balances 7,507.97 
Insurance Refunded 182.00 
Miscellaneous 8.02 
Transferred from 

General Fund 100,000.00 
Retirement and Insurance Fund 25,000.00 132,697.99 

Total $ 300,197.87 

324.75 
45.36 

12,664.81 
44,522.29 
52,467.37 
58,296.93 168,321.51 

Cash on hand—December 31, 1928.. $ 131,876.36 

INSURANCE FUND 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 104,962.67 
Interest on Cash Balances 4,782.91 

Total $ 109,745.58 

Disbursements 
None 0.00 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 109,745.58 
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B O N D A N D I N T E R E S T F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . $ $ 0.00 
Taxes 156,229.38 
Interest on Cash Balances 1,881.91 
Transferred from General Fund . . . 157.11 158,268.40 

Total $ 158,268.40 

Disbursements 
Bonds Retired $ 83,000.00 
Interest on Bonds 75,060.00 
Fee for Paying Coupons and Bonds 208.40 $ 158,268.40 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 0.00 

R E T I R E M E N T A N D I N S U R A N C E F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 0.00 
Employees' Contributions $ 8,014.79 
Transferred from General Fund . . . 50,000.00 58,014.79 

Total $ 58,014.79 

Disbursements 
Premiums Paid to The Prudential 

Insurance Company $ 27,463.41 
Premiums Refunded to Employees. . 35.42 
Transferred to Branch Library Fund 25,000.00 52,498.83 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 5,515.96 

H E N R Y L. A M B L E R E N D O W M E N T F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 215.29 
Interest on Cash Balances 9.13 

Total $ 224.42 

Disbursements 
None 0.00 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928.. $ 224.42 

W M . H. B R E T T M E M O R I A L F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 2,372.75 
Interest on Cash Balances $ 105.45 
Sale of Books 60.50 165.95 

Total $ 2,538.70 
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Disbursements 
None 0.00 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 2,538.70 

E N D O W M E N T F U N D F O R T H E B L I N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . 0.00 
Transferred from General Fund . . . $ 375.00 
Gifts 5.00 380.00 

Total $ 380.00 

Disbursements 
None 0.00 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 380.00 

GIFT F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 767.02 
Interest on Cash Balances $ 17.00 
Gifts for Purchase of Books for 

Patients at City Hospital and 
Warrensville Tuberculosis Sana-
toria 100.00 

Other Gifts 71.32 188.32 

Total $ 955.34 

Disbursements 
Book Plates $ 136.00 
Transferred to Book Fund 429.13 565.13 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 390.21 

I S A D O R E G O T T D I E N E R M E M O R I A L F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 200.07 
Interest on Cash Balances $ 7.42 
Gifts 25.75 33.17 

Total $ 233.24 

Disbursements 
Books $ 29.29 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 203.95 
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H E R M I N E A. S I M O N M E M O R I A L F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . 0.00 
Gifts $ 1,004.50 
Interest on Cash Balances 15.15 $ 1,019.65 

Total 

Disbursements 
Books 

$ 1,019.65 

$ 109.50 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 910.15 

C O U N T Y L I B R A R Y F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 16,658.88 
Taxes $ 103,361.30 
Interest on Cash Balances 1,534.40 
Fines 2,023.70 
Miscellaneous Sources 252.22 107,171.62 

Total $ 123,830.50 

Disbursements 
Fixed Charges $ 51,346.25 
Heat, Light, Supplies, Repairs, etc. 23,593.29 
Books and Periodicals 35,931.13 110,870.67 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 12,959.83 

C O U N T Y B R A N C H L I B R A R Y F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 4,243.20 
Interest on Cash Balances 179.58 

Total $ 4,422.78 

Disbursements 
None 0.00 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 4,422.78 

C O U N T Y I N S U R A N C E F U N D 
Receipts 

Cash Balance—January 1, 1928 . . . $ 6,324.00 
Interest on Cash Balances 267.65 

Total $ 6,591.65 
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Disbursements 
None 0.00 

Cash on Hand—December 31, 1928 $ 6,591.65 

BALANCES—DECEMBER 31, 1928 
General Fund $ 213,315.09 
Building Fund 4,064.46 
Branch Library Fund 131,876.36 
Insurance Fund 109,745.58 
Retirement and Insurance Fund 5,515.96 
Gift, Endowment and Memorial Funds 

Henry L. Ambler Endowment Fund. . $ 224.42 
Wm. H. Brett Memorial Fund 2,538.70 
Endowment Fund for the Blind 380.00 
Gift Fund 390.21 
Isadore Gottdiener Memorial Fund . . 203.95 
Hermine A. Simon Memorial Fund . . 910.15 4,647.43 

County Funds 
County Library Fund $ 12,959.83 
County Branch Library Fund 4,422.78 
County Insurance Fund 6,591.65 23,974.26 

Cash on Hand $493,139.14 
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CIRCULATION JANUARY 1, 1928—DECEMBER 31, 1928 
Adult Juvenile Total 

Main Library 990,517 990,517 
Division for the Blind 11,581 962 12,543 
Municipal Reference 33,261 63 33,324 
Stevenson Room 18,979 18,979 
Lewis Carroll Room 52,428 52,428 
Stations 350,808 123,934 474,742 
Alta Branch 33,417 53,955 87,372 
Broadway Branch 141,425 202,905 344,330 
Brooklyn Branch 90,330 76,868 167,198 
Carnegie West Branch 104,675 107,876 212,551 
Clark Branch 65,706 66,390 132,096 
Collinwood Branch (New building 

opened March 15, 1928) 104,893 111,465 216,358 
East 131st Branch (Transferred 

from Stations September 4, 1928) 9,401 23,478 32,879 
East 79th Branch 77,977 128,168 206,145 
Edgewater Branch 63,579 45,334 108,913 
Friendly Inn Branch 18,863 39,764 58,627 
Glenville Branch 138,972 147,833 286,805 
Hiram House Branch (Transferred 

to Stations October 1, 1928) . . . 6,187 10,390 16,577 
Hough Branch 101,325 66,275 167,600 
Jefferson Branch 57,332 178,634 235,966 
Lorain Branch 118,352 114,343 232,695 
Memorial Branch 56,330 73,487 129,817 
Miles Park Branch 100,856 116,749 217,605 
Mount Pleasant Branch (Trans-

ferred from Stations February 
4, 1928) 50,702 105,760 156,462 

Nottingham Branch (Transferred 
from Schools April 18, 1928) . . 11,661 35,620 47,281 

Perkins Branch 14,623 51,151 65,774 
Quincy Branch 63,746 97,808 161,554 
Rice Branch 98,373 129,280 227,653 
St. Clair Branch 73,797 119,598 193,395 
South Branch 74,939 130,189 205,128 
South Brooklyn Branch 79,797 112,408 192,205 
Sterling Branch 17,241 34,681 51,922 
Superior Branch 119,540 101,578 221,118 
Temple Branch 57,641 32,572 90,213 
West Park Branch (Opened March 

31, 1928) 35,916 37,168 73,084 
Woodland Branch 45,097 83,278 128,375 
Rockwell Branch 8,546 220 8,766 
Cleveland School of Education 

Branch 31,966 29,840 61,806 
Trade School Branch 9,695 38 9,733 
Central High School Branch 35,458 9,781 45,239 
Collinwood High School Branch . . . 32,199 35,545 67,744 
East High School Branch 38,141 1,409 39,550 
East Technical High School Branch 49,517 5,907 5o,424 
Glenville High School Branch 61,883 55 61,938 
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John Adams High School Branch . . 60,981 20,463 
John Marshall High School Branch 15,300 6,563 
Lincoln High School Branch 37,775 22,184 
Longwood High School Branch . . . 22,715 1,570 
South High School Branch 38,132 22,687 
West High School Branch 24,198 9,322 
West Commerce High School Branch 20,176 3,805 
West Technical High School Branch 55,169 18,494 
Addison Jr. High School Branch . . 13,131 20,927 
Audubon Jr. High School Branch . . 18,385 40,664 
Brownell Jr. High School Branch . . 5,680 24,183 
Detroit Jr. High School Branch . . . 5,966 23,284 
Empire Jr. High School Branch . . 13,904 25,895 
Fairmount Jr. High School Branch 6,776 22,874 
Kennard Jr. High School Branch . . 5,929 21,900 
Patrick Henry Jr. High School 

Branch 19,796 37,906 
Rawlings Jr. High School Branch . . 15,328 69,383 
Thomas Edison Jr. High School 

Branch (Opened January 30, 
1928) 6,174 11,929 

Thomas Jefferson Jr. High School 
Branch 18,005 34,546 

Willson Jr. High School Branch 
(Opened April 26, 1928) 2,943 9,960 

Euclid Park School Branch 1,432 19,488 
Fullerton School Branch (Trans-

ferred to Stations April 4, 1928) 
Fleet House 1,625 21,487 

George Washington School Branch 
(Closed March 9, 1928) 729 6,415 

Gilbert School Branch 3,838 30,368 
Lafayette School Branch 9,521 92,134 
Miles School Branch 13,578 75,397 
Milford School Branch 3,463 38,878 
Mount Auburn School Branch 3,126 39,218 
Nathaniel Hawthorne School Branch 9,091 68,098 
Nottingham School Branch (Trans-

ferred to a regular branch April 
18, 1928) 828 11,045 

Class Rooms 2,637 230,175 

4,161,575 3,976,429 

81,444 
21,863 
59,959 
24,285 
60,819 
33,520 
23,981 
73,663 
34,058 
59,049 
29,863 
29,250 
39,799 
29,650 
27,829 

57,702 
84,711 

18,103 

52,551 

12,903 
20,920 

23,112 

7,144 
34,206 

101,655 
88,975 
42,341 
42,344 
77,189 

11,873 
232,812 

8,138,004 
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SINKING FUND COMMISSION 
ITEMIZED FINANCIAL REPORT OF 

CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE 
TRUSTEES OF THE LIBRARY SINKING FUND OF 

THE CITY OF CLEVELAND, OHIO 
To the Public Library Board of 
The City of Cleveland, Ohio 
Gentlemen: 

The following shows the transactions, collections, 
disbursements and resources of the Trustees of The 
Library Sinking Fund of the City of Cleveland from 
January 1, 1928, to December 31, 1928. 

Date 
1928 

January 1 
J anuary 1 

February 1 

March 8 

April 3 

April 3 

April 3 

April 3 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

Receipts 
Amount 

Cash on hand $133,776.18 
Interest on Bank Deposits 

From Guardian Trust Company . . . 1,300.70 
From Union Trust Company 359.81 

Guardian Trust Company (Matured 
Certificate of Deposit) 48,503.75 

Interest on Certificate of Deposit . . . 614.36 
Interest 

1 Yr's Int. Elyria Sewage Disposal 
Bonds—Reg. Nos. 76 and 77. 56M 2,520.00 

Interest 
Akron St. Bonds Reg. No. 1737-

1739-200M 2,500.00 
Int6i6st 

City of Lima—Reg. No. 11—10M.. 200.00 
Interest 

80M Cleveland Public Bath 
5M Cleveland Park Bond—Reg. No. 

1004 2,100.00 
Interest 

20M Board of Education—City of 
Cleveland 600.00 

Interest 
55M Cuyahoga County Bonds 1,375.00 

Intfirsst 
25M Garfield Heights Bonds 750.00 

Interest 
13M Board of Education—City of 

Cleveland 292.50 
Interest 

45M Cuyahoga County Bonds 1,237.50 
Interest 

24M Cuyahoga County Bonds 660.00 
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Date Amount 
April 3 Interest 

100M U.S.A. Bonds 2,125.00 
May 22 Taxes 

First Half of year 1927—Cuyahoga 
County 75,471.43 

July 1 Interest on Bank Deposits 
From Guardian Trust Company . . . . 1,721.16 
From Union Trust Company 557.32 

September 4 Interest 
56M Elyria Sewage Disposal Bonds 1,260.00 
30M Canton Street Improvement 

Bonds 750.00 
September 14 Interest 

$2500 U.S.A.—1st Bonds 43.75 
5M U.S.A. 4th Liberty 106.25 
25M Maturities—Garfield Heights 

Bonds 25,000.00 
25M Garfield Heights Bonds 750.00 
100M U.S.A. 3rd Liberty 2,125.00 
U.S.A. 3rd Liberty—Maturities 100,000.00 

October 3 Interest 
55M Cuyahoga County Bonds 1,375.00 
Cuyahoga County Bonds—11M Ma-

turities Bonds 33/40-13/15 11,000.00 
45M Cuyahoga County Kinsman Rd. 

Bonds 1,237.50 
15M Matured Bonds Nos. 61-75 Cuy. 

Co. Kinsman Rd. Bonds 15,000.00 
24M Cuyahoga County Kinsman Rd. 

Bonds 660.00 
8M Matured Bonds Nos. 31-38 Cuy. 

Co. Kinsman Rd. Bonds 8,000.00 
13M Cleveland Board of Education. . 292.50 
10M City of Lima Bonds Reg. No. 11 200.00 
80M Cleveland Public Bath Bonds 2,000.00 
5M Cleveland Park Bond No. 1004. . 100.00 
5M Matured Bonds No. 9145—Cleve. 

Public Bath 5,000.00 
October 6 Interest 

200M Akron St. Improvement Bonds 
Nos. 1737-39 2,500.00 

November 1 Taxes—Last Half of year 1927—Cuya-
hoga County 73,162.03 

December 19 Interest 
U.S.A. 1st Liberty $2500 43.75 
5M U.S.A. 4th Liberty Bonds 106.25 

Total $527,376.74 
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Disbursements 
Date Amount 

February 1 American Exchange-Irving Trust Com-
pany 

Interest on one and one-half million 
Cleveland Public Library f 32,500 1 3 3 75Q QQ 
Bonds ( 1,250 ) ' 

April 2 The Herrick Company 103,548.22 
In payment of $100,000 Akron Street 

Improvement Bonds 43/4 @ 4.10 
basis as follows:— 

$13M 10/1/32 102.644903 $ 13,343.84 
$29M 10/1/33 103.170253 29,919.37 
$29M 10/1/34 103.674709 30,065.67 
$29M 10/1/35 104.159100 30,206.14 

$103,535.02 
Interest Accrued 1 day . . 13.20 

$103,548.22 
June 1 The Herrick Company $ 31,667.34 

In payment of $30,000 Canton, Ohio, 
Street Improvement Bonds 5's 4.15 

$30M 3/1/34 104.307804 $31,292.34 
Interest—3 Months 375.00 

$31,667.34 
June 1 The Union Trust Company—Expense. . 15.00 

Safe Deposit Rental to May 1, 1929 
June 1 Jas. B. Oswald Co.—Bond of L. E. 

Holmden, Trustee 12.50 
June 1 American Surety Company—Bond John 

McGregor, Jr 12.50 
July 26 E. H. Fishman Co., Inc. 

Bond H. D. Messick, Trustee 3 years 37.50 
July 26 L. E. Holmden— 

Fee January 1, 1928-July 1, 1928 . . 300.00 
August 1 American Exchange—Irving Trust Com-

pany of N. Y. 
Interest Cleveland Public Library 

Bonds 33,750.00 
December 19 L. E. Holmden 

Fee July 1, 1928-December 31, 1928 300.00 
December 19 Guardian Trust Company—Safe Deposit 

Box Rent 5.00 

$203,398.06 
. December 31, 1928—Cash on Hand 323,978.68 

$527,376.74 
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CONDENSED FINANCIAL REPORT 
To the Public Library Board of 
The City of Cleveland, Ohio January 1, 1929. 

The following report shows the transactions, disburse-
ments, and resources of the Trustees of The Library Sink-
ing Fund of the City of Cleveland, Ohio, from January 
1, 1928, to December 31, 1928. 

Receipts 
1. From Taxes $148,633.46 
2. Interest on Investments 28,524.36 
3. Interest on Bank Deposits 3,938.99 
4. Matured Bonds 212,503.75 

$393,600.56 
Cash on Hand January 1, 1928 $133,776.18 

$527,376.74 

Disbursements 
1. Interest on Cleveland Public Library Bonds $ 67,500.00 
2. Premiums on Surety Bonds 62.50 
3. Clerk's Salary 600.00 
4. Safe Deposit Box Rent 20.00 
5. Purchase of Securities 135,215.56 

$203,398.06 
Cash on Hand December 31, 1928 323,978.68 

$527,376.74 
Respectfully submitted, 

( S d . ) L . E . HOLMDEN, 

Secretary. 



Bate 
Issued Kind 

St. Imp. 

9 / 1/26 St. Imp. 
(( (( 9 / 1/26 
St. Imp. 
(( (( 

9 / 1/26 it it 
9 / 1/26 (t t ( 
9 / 1/26 11 t i 
9 / 1/26 (( (i 
9 / 1/26 i i i 1 

10/25/16 Improve. 

3 / 1/27 Sewer 
3 / 1/27 i i 

10/ 1/14 Bldg. 
1 / 1/21 Bldg. 

10/ 6/06 Park 
10/ 1/19 Pub. Bath. 

3 / 1/24 Rd. Imp. 
3 / 1/24 a it 
3 / 1/24 County 

6 /15/17 1st Liberty 
6/15/17 t t it 
6/15/17 11 it 

10/14/18 4th " 

INVESTMENTS 
January 1, 1929 

Sinking Fund Trustee—Cleveland Public Library 
Next Coupon 

Par Bate I.P. Number 
Canton Street Improvement Bonds 

$5,000 5 M.S. Reg. 985 
Akron Street Improvement Bonds 

Attached 

3 / 1/29 

$1,000 5 A.O. Reg. 1737 
1,000 5 A.O. Reg. 1738 
1,000 5 A.O. Reg. 1739 
1,000 5 A.O. Reg. 1870 
1,000 5 A.O. Reg. 1871 
1,000 5 A.O. Reg. 1872 
1,000 5 A.O. Reg. 1873 

City of Lima* Ohio, Bonds 
10,000 4 A.O. Reg. 11 

City of Elyria, Ohio, Sewage Bonds 
1,000 41/2 M.S. 1445-72 Reg. 76 
1,000 4y2 M.S. 1473-1500 Reg. 77 ^ ^ 

Cleveland City School District—Cuyahoga County Bonds 
1,000 41/2 A.O. 6828-40 4 / 1/29 
1,000 4y2 J.J. 20662-81 1 / 1/29 

Cleveland City—Cuyahoga County Bonds 

4 / 1/29 
4 / 1/29 
4 / 1/29 
4 / 1/29 
4 / 1/29 
4 / 1/29 
4 / 1/29 

4 / 1/29 

3 / 1/29 
3 / 1/29 

Bond 
Next due 

All 3 / 1/34 

10/ 1/30 
10/ 1/30 
10/ 1/31 
10/ 1/32 
10/ 1/33 
10/ 1/34 
10/ 1/35 

5,000 4 A.O. "Reg. 1004 
5,000 5 A.O. No. 9146-9160 
1,000 51/2 A.O. Various 
1,000 5% A.O. Various 
1,000 51/2 A.O. Various 

U.SA. Liberty Bonds 
500 31/2 J.D. 215422 

1,000 31/2 J.D. 945787 
1,000 31/2 J.D. 945788 
5,000 4% A.O. D00011994 

4 / 1/29 
4 / 1 /29 
4 / 1/29 
4 / 1/29 
4 / 1/29 

6/15/29 
6 /15/29 
6 /15/29 
4 /15 /29 

9 / 1/33 
9 / 1/34 

All 10/ 1/34 
1 / 1/33 

All 10/ 1/29 
10/ 1/29 
10/ 1/29 
10/ 1/29 
10/ 1/29 

6/15/47 
6/15/47 
6 /15/47 

10/15/38 

Total 

$30,000 

57,000 
35,000 
8,000 

13,000 
29,000 
29,000 
29,000 

4 / 1/32 All 10,000 

28,000 
28,000 

13,000 
20,000 

5,000 
75,000 
30,000 
16,000 
44,000 

500 
1,000 
1,000 
5,000 

Total $506,500.00 
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b r a r y . 
Fiction, Circula t ion and r ead ing of, 
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30. 
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ing Index S e r v i c e . " 
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John G. Whi t e Collection. See 
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Lewis Carrol l Room, 58, 60-61. 
Library Board . See Board of 

Trus tees . 
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Library i n s t ruc t ion . See I n s t r u c t i o n 

in the use of books and the li-
b r a ry . 

"Library L o g , " 36. 
Lis t s , 32, 36, 50, 83-84, 91, 93. 
Literature Division, 30. 
Maps, 28. 

Memorials. See Endowments and 
memorial gi f ts . 

Missing books, 110. 
Municipal Refe rence L ib ra ry , 28-29. 
Needs, b ranches , 4, 16-17; endow-

ments , 18. 
Negroes, Work wi th , 43, 49-50, 73-

74. 
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42-44, 61. 
"Noon H o u r , " 38. 
Objectives, 13-17, 18-19, 55, 58. 
"Open S h e l f , " 7, 17, 36. 
Order and accession work, 102-103. 
Out-of-town service, 35. 
Outside agencies, Co-operat ion wi th . 

See Co-operation, wi th outs ide 
agencies. 

Parent Teacher Associat ions , 49. 
Parental co-operat ion. See Co-oper-

at ion, wi th pa ren t s . 
Pension p lan. See I n s u r a n c e plan, 

r e t i r emen t and group. 
Philosophy and Religion Division, 

31, 32. 
Poetry, I n t e r e s t in, 60. 
Popular L ib ra ry , c i rcu la t ing classed 

books, 25-27 ; R e a d e r s ' A d v i s e r ' s 
desk in, 22. 

Population, Sh i f t ing , 14, 42-44, 61. 
Printing, L ib ra ry , 36, 55. 
Publications, L ib ra ry , 36, 38, 111. 
Publicity, 36-39, 52-53. 
Purchasing Depa r tmen t , 107. 
Rainbow Hosp i ta l , 101. 
Readers' Advisers , 22-23. 
"Reader 's D i g e s t , " in Brai l le , 33. 
Reading, Ch i ld r en ' s . See Ch i ld r en ' s 

read ing . 
Reading t r ends , adul t s , 25-27 ; busi-

ness, 27-28 ; chi ldren, 58-60; 
young people, 65-72. 

Reading w i th a purpose , book-talks , 
23-24 ; discussion groups, 23-24; 
ser ies of A.L.A. booklets , 23-24, 
27, 39. 

Reference Division. See General 
Refe rence Divis ion. 
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b ranches , 75-81; in b ranch chil-
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L i b r a r y , 27, in Munic ipa l Refer-
ence L ib ra ry , 2 8 ; increase in, 11-
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Registration, 21, 111. 
Retirement and group insurance 

p lan . See I n s u r a n c e p lans . 
Salaries, 10, 13. 
School l ib ra r ians , Commit tee activi-
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81. 

School of Applied Social Science, 
101. 

School of Educa t ion , 74-75. 
School of L i b r a r y Science of West -

ern Reserve Univers i ty , 64, 76. 
Schools, Work wi th , 13-14, 61-63, 

65-90. See also, Cleveland Trade 
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Self-improvement. See Adul t edu-
cation. 
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Senior Class in Work with Children. 
See Children, Instruction in work 
with. 

Sequence list, 83-84. 
Service, Ratio of increase in, 11-12. 
Sociology Division, 29, 31-32. 
Staff, 11, 55, 56, 90, 105, 109, 111. 
Stations, 17, 64, 96-101. 
Statistical report, 110. 
Stevenson Room for Young People, 

71. 
Story-telling, 57, 60. 
Student Councils, Co-operation of, 

with school libraries, 81-83. 
Talks, by librarians on books and 

reading, 19, 47. 
Tax levy, Revision of, 13. 
Teaching methods, Modern, as af-

fecting the Library, 72-75. 
Technology Division, 28. 
Thomas A. Edison School Library, 

84. 

Trade School. See Cleveland Trade 
School. 

Transient child, 61. See also, Popu-
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Visitors, for reading and reference, 
9, 21. 

Vocational aid, 29-30. 
Warrensville, 99-100. 
Western Reserve Library School. 

See School of Library Science of 
Western Reserve University. 

White, John G., Chess Collection, 3, 
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Orientalia, 3, 11, 30-31, 33, 35; 
death, 3, 7; will, 3, 11. 

Workhouse, Service to, 99-100. 
Y. M. C. A. School of Technology, 

32, 95, 100-101. 
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90. 
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